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The price of 
beauty: in City 
of Love, some 
say roses harm 
the planet
February 14, 2021

1. It’s the classic combination on Valentine's Day:                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. In one store alone this weekend                                                                                                   

3. But some florists in France are encouraging customers                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Hortense Harang, founder of an online flower shop,                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"Red roses is so 1950s. Basically what we are trying to say with this campaign that says "No 
roses for Valentine's" is that roses is something that is completely a no-go in this season 
because it doesn't make sense basically to buy roses, roses do not grow under our latitudes 
in this season, but… however there are many more flowers that are seasonal in February 
which is Valentine's Day period.  And that we, we should reconsider the way we consume 
flowers.”

5-1. Most roses sold in France                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. or grown in greenhouses in the Netherlands,                                                                        

6-1. While the campaign                                                                                                               
6-2. Parisian flower shop owner Celine Argente said her customers insist on gifting red 
roses,                                                                                                                                                 

"It's a classic that people can't change from, we try every year to say that a red tulip is the 
symbol for declaring one's love but the red rose remains the flower for Valentine's Day.”

7. On the streets in Paris,                                                                                                                    
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[Vocabulary]
□combination:  a collection of things that have been combined; A combination of things is 

a mixture of them.  
・...a fantastic combination of colors.

・...the combination of science and art.

□city of love:  Paris is said to be one of the most romantic cities on earth.  It is said to be 

the City of Light, the City of Amour, the City of Love.
□encourage: to suggest that someone does something that you believe would be good; If 

you encourage someone to do something, you try to persuade them to do it, for example by 
telling them that it would be a pleasant thing to do.
・We encourage student participation in our classes.

・In one town old people have been encouraged to give up their driving licences in return 

for free noodles.
□swap: to replace one thing with another; If you swap one thing for another, you remove 

the first thing and replace it with the second, or you stop doing the first thing and start doing 
the second.
・We swapped the worn-out tire for a brand new one.

・Despite the heat, he'd swapped his overalls for a suit and tie.

□green: designed to protect the environment or to limit damage to the environment; If you 

say that someone or something is green, you mean they harm the environment as little as 
possible.
・Our children are being educated to be green in everything they do.

□founder: someone who starts a school, organization, business, or community　
・He was one of the founders of the university's medical faculty.

・A founder is often not the best person to run a company.

□spearhead: to lead an organized effort or activity; to serve as leader; If someone 

spearheads a campaign or an attack, they lead it. 
・She spearheaded a campaign for change.

・She is spearheading a national campaign against bullying.

□alternative: something that you can choose instead of something else　
・Can you suggest an alternative?

・The treatment is offered as an alternative to surgery.

□no-go: not possible; not allowed 

・The mission is a no-go because of storms near the launch site.

・"I tried to start the engine again, but it was no go"

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mixture
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/try
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/persuade
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pleasant
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/student
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/participation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/class_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/town
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/old
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/licence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/return
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/free
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/noodle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/remove
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/replace
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/second
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/stop
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/start
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/swap_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/tire_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/brand_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/harm
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/best
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/run
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/suggest
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/treatment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/offer_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/surgery
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/possible
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mission
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/storm_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/near_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/launch_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/site_1
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□latitude: the distance of a point on the Earth from the equator, measured in degrees north 

or south;  a place or region at a particular latitude
・New York is on a higher latitude than Miami.

・In the middle to high latitudes rainfall has risen steadily over the last 20–30 years.

□seasonal: available only during a particular time of year  

・Seasonal variations need to be taken into account.

・The work was well paid but seasonal.

□period: an amount of time during which something happens 　　
・Two years are a rather short period.

・The long dry period ended with torrential rain.

□air freight:  freight transported by aircraft　
・We'll send your personal belongings by air freight and your furniture by sea freight.

・Air freight agent is one of the most important business in our company.

□greenhouse: a building made of glass that is used for growing plants that need protection 

from the weather
・The livestock industry produces 18 per cent of man-made greenhouse gases.

・We must begin to reduce our production of the greenhouse gases.

□carbon emission: the release of carbon into the atmosphere　
・Human contribution to carbon emission is only around 4%.

・The policy goal is to reduce the 2010 total carbon emission to 90 per cent that of 2000.

□packed to the rafters: to be crowded with to be completely full; packed

・The place was soon packed to the rafters with famous people.

・During the celebrity's trial, the courtroom was packed to the rafters.

□die hard: to continue to exist; If you say that habits or attitudes die hard, you mean that 

they take a very long time to disappear or change, so that it may not be possible to get rid of 
them completely. 
・Such prejudices die hard.

・My father says old habits die hard; he can't quit smoking.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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