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RNC paints dire 
portrait of a U.S. 
under Biden
August 28, 2020

President Donald Trump and his fellow Republicans opened their national convention on 
Monday by painting a dire portrait of America if Democrat Joe Biden wins the White House 
in November.

”Welcome to the 2020 Republican National Convention."

1-1. President Donald Trump and his fellow Republicans                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. promising to deliver an inspiring, positive message -- in contrast                                       　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Trump campaign adviser Kimberly Guilfoyle                                                                           

"In President Trump's America we light things up. We don't dim them down. We build 
things up. We don't burn them down. We kneel in prayer and we stand for our flag.”

3-1. But the first night's prime-time program                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. who made ominous claims                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"Joe Biden and the radical left are now coming for our freedom of speech.”

4. Matt Gaetz,                                                                                                                                   

"It's a horror film really.”

5-1. All the while Republicans spent much of the evening                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. and pushing his "law and order" response                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Multiple speakers accused Biden of wanting to defund the police, though                               
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"I just want to thank the people of North Carolina…”

7. Trump himself spoke from Charlotte, North Carolina earlier in the day --                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. Trump has repeatedly asserted without evidence that                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"They'll blame it on the Post Office. You can see them setting it up. Be very careful and 
watch it very carefully, because we have to win. This is the most important election in the 
history of our country.”

9. The convention comes at a critical juncture for Trump,                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻RNC: Republican National Committee; a series of presidential nominating conventions 
held every four years since 1856 by the United States Republican Party. 
◻inspiring: making you feel enthusiastic or excited about something
・an inspiring story of love and determination

・She was one of the most inspiring people I've ever met. 

◻in contrast to: when compared to another  
・In contrast to the beautiful countryside, the cities were very disappointing. 

・In contrast to last year's profits, the company is not doing very well.

◻Kimberly Guilfoyle: Born March 9, 1969 (age 51); an American attorney, prosecutor, 
and television news personality who currently works as an advisor to Donald Trump.
◻fiery: speaking with great emotion 
・She was a fiery, brilliant and unyielding intellectual and politician. 

・She had a fiery temper and liked to get her own way.  
◻dim down: to lessen something in brightness, as of a light. 
・I dimmed down the lights so that we could have a romantic candlelit dinner.

・Why don't you dim the lights down and put on some music? 

◻build up: to develop or advance someone or something into a particular [desirable] kind 
of person or thing 
・The publicity people built her up into a singer whom everyone looked forward to hearing. 

・The agent built up the local band into a top national act.

◻burn down: to destroy something with fire
・We watched helplessly as our house burned down despite the firefighters' efforts.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._presidential_nominating_convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Republican_Party
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/story
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/love_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/determination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump
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◻prime-time program: Prime time television or radio programmes are broadcast when the 
greatest number of people are watching television or listening to the radio, usually in the 
evenings.
・...a primetime television show.

◻ominous: making you think that something bad will happen
・There was an ominous silence at the other end of the phone.

・The rolls of distant thunder were growing more ominous.

◻Matt Gaetz: (born May 7, 1982) an American lawyer, and politician serving as the U.S. 
representative for Florida's 1st congressional district since 2017.
◻all the while: during the entire time
・He claimed that he was happy, but he was thinking all the while of quitting his job.

◻tout: to praise someone or something because you want other people to think they are 
good or important
・She’s being touted as a possible challenger for the title.

・the college's much touted women's studies program

◻defund: to stop providing funds, esp. government funds, for (a program, group, etc.)
・Many university programs were defunded by the recent government cutbacks.

◻Charlotte: the largest city in North Carolina; located in south central North Carolina 
◻reiterate: to repeat something in order to emphasize it or make it very clear to people 
・I want to reiterate that our conventional weapons are superior.

・I always reiterate on this point.

◻fraud: the action of producing false documents or information in order to get what you 
want
・electoral fraud

◻set up: to get ready for a particular purpose or event
・I’ll set up a meeting for Thursday.

・The program will set up a regional library system.

◻juncture: a stage in a process or activity; a particular point in time, especially when it is a 
very important time in a process or series of events
・India’s democracy is at a critical juncture.

・I was thinking what message I can give to the people of the country at this juncture.

・We're at a critical juncture in terms of his domestic program. 
◻tail: to be losing in a competition or election; If a person or team in a sports match or 
other contest is trailing, they have a lower score than their opponents.
・A recent poll shows the Democrats trailing the Republicans.

・She took over as chief executive of the company when it was trailing behind its 

competitors.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/programme
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/broadcast
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/greatest
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/watch
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/listen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/evening
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/think_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bad_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/happen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida%27s_1st_congressional_district
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/tout_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/possible_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/challenger
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/title
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/stop
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/program
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/electoral
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/set_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/meeting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/program_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/set_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/regional
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/library
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/especially
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/important
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/series
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/team
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/match
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/contest
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/score
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opponent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/recent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/poll_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/show_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/democrat_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/trailing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/republican_1
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[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


