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Rancher guards 
irradiated cattle 
near Fukushima
March 08, 2021

Just miles away from the 
Fukushima nuclear station, 
Japanese rancher Masami 
Yoshizawa raises more than 200 
irradiated cattle at the Ranch of 
Hope, in the hopes that the memory 
of the disaster lives on, and as a 
symbol of anti-nuclear protest.

1. The cows raised in Japan's Ranch of Hope                                                                                 

2. They live just miles away from what was once the Fukushima nuclear station,                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. In its wake, Japan's government ordered                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. But for the past decade, rancher Masami Yoshizawa                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"I've been exposed to radiation, but I chose to stay here.  By keeping these cattle, I'm hoping 
for a world without nuclear power plants.”

5. Hundreds of thousands of people                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Many cows                                                                                                                                    

7. But Yoshizawa stayed -                                                                                                               

8-1. Now he guards more than 200 cattle                                                                                       
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8-2. and Tokyo Electric Power,                                                                                                               

"I hope that more people see these cattle stay alive for a long time - as a memorial of the 
disaster, and as a symbol of anti-nuclear power.”

9. Yoshizawa says it costs about USD$74,000 a year                                                                  

10. That mostly comes                                                                                                                   

11. He even drives a bulldozer every day                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-2. and food waste from factories                                                                                               

12. While he's received compensation from the disaster, he is also critical                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13. And every month, he takes his protest                                                                                     

14. Yoshizawa says he's probably the only rancher                                                                         

15. But he also says                                                                                                                         

[Vocabulary]

□Chernobyl: a city in north central Ukraine; site of a major disaster at a nuclear power 

plant (16 April 1986); a town in N Ukraine; site of the world's worst nuclear power station 
accident (1986), caused by a reactor explosion resulting in radioactive contamination of the 
atmosphere across the western part of the Soviet Union and into Europe; an exclusion zone 
2,600 sq km (1,000 sq mi) exists around the site although some tourism is allowed in the 
nearby abandoned city of Pripyat and its surroundings
・The City Council informs you that due to the accident at Chernobyl Power Station in the 

city of Pripyat the radioactive conditions in the vicinity are deteriorating.
・In 1986, in what was the Soviet Republic of Ukraine, the Chernobyl nuclear reactor 

exploded, releasing 400 times more radioactive material than the Hiroshima Bomb.
□wake:  the consequences of an event (especially a catastrophic event); If one thing 

follows in the wake of another, it happens after the other thing is over, often as a result of it. 
・In the wake of the accident no one knew how many had been injured.

・power vacuums left in the wake of the second world war.

□cull: an act of killing animals　
・In many South African reserves, annual culls are routine.

・The entire flock or herd will be culled if any are infected.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ukraine
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/badly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/nuclear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/station
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accident
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reactor
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/explosion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/radioactive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/contamination
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/atmosphere
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/western
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/soviet
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/exclusion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/zone
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mi
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tourism
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/nearby
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/abandon
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/follow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/entire
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/infect
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□livestock: animals such as cows, sheep, and pigs that are kept on farms  

・The farmer raised both livestock and crops.

・The heavy rains and flooding killed scores of livestock.

□expose: to fail to protect someone or something from something harmful or dangerous; If 

someone is exposed to something dangerous or unpleasant, they are put in a situation in 
which it might affect them. 
・A wise mother never exposes her children to the slightest possibility of danger.

・...people exposed to high levels of radiation.

□rancher: someone who owns or manages a ranch or whose job is to work on a ranch

・...a cattle rancher.

・Farmers and ranchers are used to adapting to changing conditions.

□defy: to refuse to obey someone or something 

・This was the first and last time that I dared to defy my mother.

・Nearly eleven-thousand people have been arrested for defying the ban on street trading. 

□take in: to provide with shelter; to accept

・The monastery has taken in 26 refugees.

・refugees who were taken in during the war.

□rotting: in the process of decaying

・rotting vegetables

・huge mounds of rotting fruit

□critical: expressing an opinion when you think something is wrong or bad; to criticize 

someone or something 
・His report is highly critical of the trial judge.

・He has apologized for critical remarks he made about the referee.

□TEPCO: Tokyo Electric Power Co., Inc. ; a Japanese electric utility holding company 

servicing Japan's Kantō region, Yamanashi Prefecture, and the eastern portion of Shizuoka 
Prefecture. This area includes Tokyo. Its headquarters are located in Uchisaiwaicho, 
Chiyoda, Tokyo, and international branch offices exist in Washington, D.C., and London.  
In 2007, TEPCO was forced to shut the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant after the 
Niigata-Chuetsu-Oki earthquake. That year it posted its first loss in 28 years. Corporate 
losses continued until the plant reopened in 2009. Following the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake 
and tsunami, one of its power plants was the site of one of the world's most serious ongoing 
nuclear disaster, the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster. TEPCO could face ¥2 trillion 
($23.6 billion) in special losses in the current business year to March 2012, and the Japanese 
government plans to put TEPCO under effective state control to guarantee compensation 
payments to the people affected by the accident. The Fukushima disaster displaced 50,000 
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https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
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households in the evacuation zone because of leaks of radioactive materials into the air, soil 
and sea.
□utility company: a company which supplies utilities, such as gas, electricity, phones, etc 

・Utility companies have increased gas and electricity prices by up to 40 per cent.

・And it will be eco-friendly, with a small utility company providing sustainable heat and 

electricity.
□affected: influenced in a harmful way　
・The worst affected country was said to be China.

・Both fields were badly affected.

□slow down: to become less tense, rest, or take one's ease; to decrease in frequency, 

intensity, or activity
・My arthritis has really started slowing me down lately.

・The government plans to slow their infrastructure investments down over the next year to 

help balance the federal budget.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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