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Australia defends call 
for an inquiry into 
COVID-19 origins
April 29, 2020

Australia's calls for an independent inquiry into 
the origins of COVID-19 is "reasonable" and not 
targeted at any specific country, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison said on Wednesday.

1. A diplomatic dispute                                                                                                                  

2. It started with Canberra                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                         

3. Prime Minister Scott Morrison                                                                                                

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER, SCOTT MORRISON, SAYING:
"Australia will continue to of course pursue what is a very reasonable and sensible course of 
action.  This is a virus that has taken more than two hundred thousand lives across the 
world.  Now it would seem entirely reasonable and sensible that the world would want to 
have an independent assessment of how this all occurred, so we can learn the lessons and 
prevent it from happening again.”

4. China -- Australia's biggest trading partner —                                                                           

5. The Chinese embassy                                                                                                                 

6-1. Its ambassador, Cheng Jingye, said Chinese consumers                                                            
                                                                                                                                                         
6-2. while Chinese state media                                                                                                      

7-1. The editor-in-chief                                                                                                                  
7-2. “a bit like chewing gum                                                                                                      

8. Sometimes you have to find                                                                                                        
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9. Morrison insisted Wednesday that an independent inquiry                                                       
                                                                                                                                                         

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER, SCOTT MORRISON, SAYING:
"So what Australia is pursuing is not targeted.  It is said independently, it is said out of 
common sense and I think in Australian's national interest and the global interest." 

10. So far, Australia's call for an inquiry                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                         

11. France and the United Kingdom have said it is not                                                                
                                                                                                                                                         

12. U.S. President Donald Trump has said China                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                         

13. Only New Zealand                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                         

[Vocabulary]
◻reiterate: to repeat something in order to emphasize it or make it very clear to people 
・He reiterated his opposition to the creation of a central bank. 

・I want to reiterate that our conventional weapons are superior.

◻reasonable: someone who is reasonable behaves in a sensible and fair way; used about 
people’s decisions, actions, etc.
・Rules must be reasonable and consistent to be fair.

・We have taken all reasonable precautions to avoid an accident.

◻sensible: reasonable and practical
・This seems to be a sensible way of dealing with the problem.

・I don’t see how any sensible person could agree with him.

◻assessment: the process of making a judgment or forming an opinion, after considering 
something or someone carefully;
 evaluation
・The investigation was reopened after careful assessment of new evidence.

・Employees receive a performance assessment once a year. 

◻slight: to be rude to someone by ignoring them or by not showing them respect; If you 
are slighted, someone does or says something that insults you by treating you as if your 
views or feelings are not important. 
・I never slighted my responsibility to my students. 

・They felt slighted by not being adequately consulted.

◻petty: not important and not worth worrying about

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/taken_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/precaution
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/avoid
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accident
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/reasonable
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/practical_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/dealing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/agree
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/investigation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/reopen
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/careful
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/evidence_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/insult
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/view
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・I’m not interested in their petty squabbles.

・Village life is full of gossip and petty jealousies.

◻trick: an unfair or unpleasant thing that you do in order to harm someone or to get an 
advantage for yourself; something that you do in order to annoy someone or to make people 
laugh at them, often by making them believe something that is not true
・They had carried out a dirty tricks campaign against a rival airline.

・I thought he was playing a trick on me.

◻Cheng Jingye: male, born in October 1959, Master's degree; 2011- Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative of P. R. China to the United Nations and other International 
organizations in Vienna.
◻round on: to turn against; to make a sudden verbal attack on or unexpected retort to; If 
someone rounds on you, they criticize you fiercely and attack you with aggressive words.
・When she rounded on him furiously, he apologized. 

・He says that he will stand by his men and he has rounded on his critics.

◻editor-in-chief: the most senior editor working on a newspaper or magazine who decides 
what will be printed in it
◻sole: the bottom part of your shoe that goes under your foot
・I had something stuck to the sole of my shoe.

・"shoes with rubber soles.”

◻rub off:  to remove or be removed by rubbing 
・She couldn't rub off the blood stain on her blouse.

◻target: to intend or to try to attack someone or something; to criticize or to work against a 
particular person or group that you oppose 
・The terrorists were targeting government buildings.

・The company had been targeted by environmentalists.

◻common sense: sound practical judgment; the ability to use good judgment and make 
sensible decisions
・Let’s use a little common sense here.

・Use your common sense.

◻lukewarm: not very enthusiastic or interested
・Involvement in the war has received only lukewarm support.

・Economists have never been more than lukewarm towards him.

◻sweep the globe: to sweep the world
・The novel coronavirus has continued to sweep the globe, infecting 683,835 people around 

the world. 
・A KILLER flu pandemic could be poised to sweep the globe “tomorrow”, killing 33 

million people in its first 200 days.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/interested
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/squabble
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/village_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/life
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/gossip_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/order_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/annoy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/laugh_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/believe
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/true_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/carry_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/dirty_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/trick_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/campaign_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rival_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/airline
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thought_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/play_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/criticize
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aggressive
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stuck_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/shoe_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rubbing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/terrorist
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/target_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/building
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/target_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/environmentalist
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ability_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/good_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/judgment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sensible
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/decision_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/let_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/little_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/common_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sense_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/involvement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/received
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/support_1
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◻side with: to agree with one particular person and support them in an argument
・She always sided with my brother.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Collins English Dictionary, 

Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/agree
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/support_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/argument
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/side_3
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