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Hong Kong 
activist Joshua 
Wong detained 
for 2019 illegal 
assembly
November 23, 2020

Hong Kong pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong was remanded in custody on Monday 
(November 23) after pleading guilty to charges of organizing and inciting an unauthorized 
assembly near the police headquarters during last year's anti-government protests.

1-1. Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong was taken into custody on Monday                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. which could land him in jail                                                                                                     

2. While Wong was taken away by the courtroom staff,                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The assembly in question                                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. Fellow long-time activists Ivan Lam and Agnes Chow                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. after they, too,                                                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Wong spoke out over his situation                                                                                              

"Perhaps the authorities wish me to stay in prison, but I'm persuaded neither prison bars, nor 
election bans, nor any other arbitrary power will stop us from activism.”

6-1. Wong’s and other activists’ repeated arrests                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. who say China is not fulfilling its obligation to allow Hong Kong                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. China denies the accusation and says                                                                                            

8. Wong was not a leading figure in last year's protests,                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　



香港当局、民主活動家の黄之鋒氏らを収監　昨年のデモで - 配布資料　 ／2 5

9-1. Hours after China's parliament                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. Wong                                                                                                                                       

10. Under the new law, any activity Beijing considers subversion,                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□Joshua Wong:  (born 13 October 1996) Secretary-General of Demosisto (10 April 2016 – 

30 June 2020) a Hong Kong student activist and politician. He served as secretary-general 
of the pro-democracy party Demosistō until it disbanded following the implementation of 
the Hong Kong national security law on 30 June 2020. Wong was previously convener and 
founder of the Hong Kong student activist group Scholarism.
□custody: a situation in which someone is kept in prison until they go to court for trial 

・One of the men detained is still in custody.

・Suspects can be kept in police custody for up to 48 hours. 

・The suspect had been taken into custody and was being questioned.

□plead: to say in a court of law whether you are guilty of a crime or not; When someone 

charged with a crime pleads guilty or not guilty in a court of law, they officially state that 
they are guilty or not guilty of the crime.
・He pleaded not guilty.

・Morris had pleaded guilty to robbery.

□convict: to prove in a court of law that someone is guilty of a crime; If someone is 

convicted of a crime, they are found guilty of that crime in a law court. 
・In 1977 he was convicted of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment. [beV-ed of n/v-

ing]
・There was insufficient evidence to convict him. [VERB noun]

□Hang in there: An expression of encouragement to persist or stay calm in a challenging 

situation; Be patient, things will work out.
・Bob: Everything is in such a mess. I can't seem to get things done right. 

Jane: Hang in there, Bob. Things will work out. 
・Mary: Sometimes I just don't think I can go on. 

Sue: Hang in there, Mary. Things will work out.
□Ivan Lam: Ivan Lam is a student who together with Joshua Wong established the Hong 

Kong student activist group, Scholarism, on 29 May 2011.  In mid 2018, he replaced Nathan 
Law as the chairperson of Demosisto.　
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□Agnes Chow: (Chinese: 周庭, born 3 December 1996) a Hong Kong politician and social 

activist. She is the former member of the Standing Committee of Demosistō and former 
spokesperson of Scholarism. Initially a candidate supported by the pro-democracy camp for 
the 2018 Hong Kong Island by-election, she was barred from running based on her party's 
stance on advocating self-determination for Hong Kong.
□remand: to tell someone who has committed a crime to return to court for trial on a 

particular day; If a person who is accused of a crime is remanded in custody or on bail, they 
are told to return to the court at a later date, when their trial will take place. 
・Carter was remanded in custody for seven days.

・All five men were remanded in custody until Wednesday.

□speak out: to state your opinion firmly and publicly about something, especially in order 

to protest against or defend something
・He had always spoken out in favor of gay rights.

・If I had only spoken out when I suspected something was wrong, none of this would have 

happened.
□prison bars: the bars or grates of a prison

・Prison bars following sex abuse sentencing.

・“Two men look out the same prison bars; one sees mud and the other stars.”

□arbitrary: used about actions that are considered to be unfair 

・This is a country where arbitrary arrests are commonplace.

・The situation was exploited by attackers to access sensitive information and to run 

arbitrary code on an affected machine.
・arbitrary power

□activism: the process of campaigning in public or working for an organization in order to 

bring about political or social change; a policy of taking direct and militant action to achieve 
a political or social goal
・He believed in political activism to achieve justice. 

・Lately, there have been some signs that grass-roots activism is reappearing.

□autonomy: a situation in which a state, region, or organization is independent and has the 

power to govern itself; the control or government of a country, organization, or group by 
itself rather than by others
・Activists stepped up their demands for local autonomy last month.

・Rebel leaders are demanding autonomy for the region.

□handover: the process of giving responsibility for something to someone else; possession 

or control of something is given by one person or group of people to another　
・He said they would attach conditions to the handover of the base.
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・The handover is expected to be completed in the next ten years.

□Umbrella Movement: A political movement that emerged during the Hong Kong 

democracy protests of 2014.  Its name arose from the use of umbrellas as a tool for passive 
resistance to the Hong Kong Police's use of pepper spray to disperse the crowd during a 79-
day occupation of the city demanding more transparent elections, which was sparked by the 
decision of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPCSC) of 31 
August 2014 that prescribed a selective pre-screening of candidates for the 2017 election of 
Hong Kong's chief executive.
The movement consisted of individuals numbering in the tens of thousands who participated 
in the protests that began on 26 September 2014, although Scholarism, the Hong Kong 
Federation of Students, Occupy Central with Love and Peace (OCLP) are groups principally 
driving the demands for the rescission of the NPCSC decision. Since the start of the 2014 
protests, movement activists have complained of harassment from political opponents 
"alarmingly similar to the way mainland Chinese activists and their families have long been 
targeted” and have been prosecuted and jailed for their participation in acts of protest.
□sweeping: decisive or overwhelming

・… his decisive victory in the presidential elections.

・The election campaign has now entered its final, decisive phase. 

□disband: if a group of people disbands or is disbanded, its members stop working 

together 
・All the armed groups will be disbanded.

・The rebels were to have fully disbanded by June the tenth.

□pro-democracy: Denoting or relating to political activism directed toward the 

establishment of democratic government in a country.　
・When he was a graduate student, he joined the pro-democracy movement in 1989.

・We should give the pro-democracy movement the moral support it deserves.

□Demosisto: a pro-democracy political organization established on 10 April 2016 as a 

political party. It was led by Joshua Wong and Agnes Chow – former leaders of Scholarism, 
along with Nathan Law, former secretary-general of the Hong Kong Federation of Students 
(HKFS). Scholarism and the HKFS were the two student activist groups which played an 
instrumental role in the 79-day occupy protests known as the Umbrella Revolution in 2014.
□subversion: the action of trying to destroy a government or an established belief, 

especially by attacking it indirectly in written or spoken material 
・He was arrested in parliament on charges of subversion for organizing the 

demonstration.
□secession:  the act of seceding, especially from a country

・Quebecers voted against secession from Canada.

□collusion: the secret activities of people who work together to do something dishonest
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・They have filed a lawsuit alleging collusion to fix oil prices.

・He found no evidence of collusion between record companies and retailers.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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