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U.S. says it killed a top 
Iranian commander
January 03, 2020

The United States killed Iranian Major-General Qassem 
Soleimani, head of the elite Quds Force and spearhead 
of Iran's spreading military influence in the Middle East, 
on Friday in an air strike at Baghdad airport, the 
Pentagon and Iran said. His death marks a new 
escalation between the U.S. and Tehran.

1. Ambulances rushed to a Baghdad airport after a U.S. airstrike                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Qassem Soleimani was the head of the elite covert Quds force                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. His death represents                                                                                                                  

4-1. The Pentagon says U.S. President Donald Trump                                                                  
4-2. and that it was quote                                                                                                                

5. Reports from Baghdad Friday say rockets                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. It’s said to have killed a number of people,                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Soleimani was instrumental                                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. The US and Saudi Arabia                                                                                                            

9. He’s survived                                                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. His Quds Force had strong ties                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. The attack came amid tensions                                                                                                
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12. Violent protesters breached the U.S. embassy on New Year's Eve                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　
[Vocabulary]
◻airstrike: air raid; an attack by military aircraft on a city, enemy soldiers, or their 
supplies, either by bombing or by firing guns
・The airstrikes knocked out artillery batteries and storehouses and forced transport 

columns off the roads.
・The airstrikes were carried out by ground attack aircraft and stealth bombers.

◻Pentagon: the department of the U.S. government that controls the military, or the 
building that belongs to this department 
・Rumors of American involvement have been denied by the Pentagon.

◻Qassem Soleimani: (11 March 1957 – 3 January 2020) was an Iranian Major General in 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and since 1998 commander of its Quds 
Force, a division primarily responsible for extraterritorial military and clandestine 
operations.
◻covert: secret
・Detectives often use covert video surveillance.

・He stole a covert glance at Lily.

◻Quds force: a unit in Iran's Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) directed to carry out 
unconventional warfare and intelligence activities and is responsible for extraterritorial 
operations. The Quds Force supports non-state actors in many countries, including 
Lebanese Hezbollah, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, Yemeni Houthis, and Shia militias in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan.  Analysts do not 
know the Quds' exact size, but estimate 10,000–20,000 members. The Quds Force reports 
directly to the Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei. It was commanded by Major 
General Qasem Soleimani until he was killed in a U.S. air strike at the Baghdad, Iraq 
airport on 3 January 2020.

◻key figure: an important person in an event; a person central to an event.
・Sam is not exactly a key figure, but he can lead us to Mr. Big.

◻escalation: An increase in the intensity or seriousness of something 
・‘an escalation of violence’

◻authorize: to give official permission for something to happen  
・All overtime payments must be authorized by your supervisor.

・This officer was authorized to carry a gun.

◻strike: a military attack, especially one in which airplanes drop bombs on an area 
・‘the threat of nuclear strikes’

・the danger of an imminent military strike against the United States
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◻deter: to make someone decide not to do something 
・The rain didn’t deter people from coming to the game.

・NATO had deterred World War III for four Cold War decades. 

◻Baghdad: capital and largest city of Iraq; located on the Tigris River 
・Baghdad is one of the great cities of the Muslim world.

◻militia: a group of ordinary people who are trained as soldiers to fight in an emergency; 
civilians trained as soldiers but not part of the regular army 
・The militia was called to quell the riot.

・Instead, power in Iraq has shifted from American occupiers to sectarian militias, to the 

Iraqi government, to Islamic State terrorists, and back to the Iraqi government—and more 
than 100,000 Iraqis are dead.
◻instrumental: involved in an important way in making something happen 
・an instrumental figure in the governor’s campaign for reelection

・The general was instrumental in helping both sides to reach a compromise.

◻keep in check: to limit or restrain someone or something.
・We need to come up with provisions to keep the new director in check—otherwise, he'll 

totally dismantle our department.
◻assassination: the murder of a famous or important person, especially for political 
reasons 
・They may not have been told the whole truth about President Kennedy's assassination. 

・assassination attempt

◻agency: a government department, or an organization connected with a government, that 
deals with a particular subject
・the official Chinese news agency

・the Central Intelligence Agency

◻Hezbollah: a Shiite terrorist organization with strong ties to Iran, created after the Iranian 
revolution of 1979 and active especially in Lebanon.; seeks to create an Iranian 
fundamentalist Islamic state in Lebanon; car bombs are the signature weapon
・Much of the Iran funding is said to be channeled through Hezbollah.

◻Bashar al-Assad: born 11 September 1965) is a Syrian politician who has been the 
President of Syria since 17 July 2000.
◻paramilitary: organized and operating like an army 
・an outlawed paramilitary group

◻protester: someone who publicly shows their opposition to something such as a law or 
policy
・The protesters say the government is corrupt and inefficient.

◻breach: to get through something such as a wall or fence 
・The high waters had breached the town’s flood defenses.
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