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U.S. FDA 
proposes ban on 
menthol 
cigarettes
April 30, 2021

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Thursday proposed a ban on menthol cigarettes 
and flavored cigars, a long-awaited win for anti-smoking and civil rights groups but one 
that could erase a huge share of sales for the Big Tobacco.

1-1. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Thursday proposed                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. a win                                                                                                                                                    
1-3. but a move                                                                                                                             

2-1. For decades, anti-smoking groups                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. arguing they contribute                                                                                                           
2-3. and play a major role                                                                                                                     

3-1. The FDA was forced to act by Thursday –                                                                             
3-2. to respond to a citizen's petition from 2013                                                                             

4. The ban, however, is likely to take years to implement                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Altria Group and Reynolds America, a unit of British American Tobacco,                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. but stated that the published science on the matter                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Imperial’s U.S. business, ITG Brands,                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Menthol cigarettes,                                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. still account for more than a third of the industry's overall market share                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids said Thursday                                                                  
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8-2. could be the "strongest action" that the United States "has ever taken                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□U.S. Food and Drug Administration: Administration (FDA or USFDA) is a federal 

agency of the Department of Health and Human Services. The FDA is responsible for 
protecting and promoting public health through the control and supervision of food safety, 
tobacco products, dietary supplements, prescription and over-the-counter pharmaceutical 
drugs (medications), vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, blood transfusions, medical devices, 
electromagnetic radiation emitting devices (ERED), cosmetics, animal foods & feed and 
veterinary products. 
・Every year, the cost of satisfying the FDA have soared, resulting to ever-increasing prices 

at the pharmacy.
・Hydroxychloroquine use is not approved by the FDA  for COVID-19 as of 7 April 2020.

□menthol cigarette: a cigarette flavored with the compound menthol.  It has been banned 

in several countries, including Brazil, Canada, Ethiopia, Turkey, Moldova, the European 
Union, the United Kingdom and the US state of Massachusetts. Some countries still allow 
menthol and capsule filter tips that are sold separately. 
□a chunk of: a considerable amount of

・Investors are most attracted by companies with a good chunk of sales and even 

production outside Italy.
・Hopefully US consumers will be able to account for a good chunk of sales too.

□sound the alarm: to warn people

・Economists have sounded the alarm about a possible recession.

・A number of top economic advisors tried to sound the alarm before the economic crash, 

but no policy makers seemed to heed their warnings.
□disproportionate: surprising or unreasonable in amount or size, compared with 

something else; if something is disproportionate, it is bigger or smaller than it should be in 
comparison to something else
・The windows of these Victorian rooms were large, plain and disproportionate to the 

original.
・I’ve been given a disproportionate share of the work.

□health burden: burden of disease: sickness burden; Health burden is the impact of a 

health problem as measured by financial cost, mortality, morbidity, or other indicators.
・the public health burden of alcohol

・Although death rates have declined, the overall health burden is increasing.

□petition: an official document in which you ask a court to take legal action 
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・a petition for divorce

・The court rejected their petition.

□implement: to make something such as an idea, plan, system, or law start to work and be 

used 
・If such measures were implemented, the problems could be overcome in twelve months.

・Attempts to implement change have met with strong opposition.

□looming: imminent; likely or certain to happen very soon

・the looming threat of recession

・the looming crisis

□challenge: an action or idea which shows that someone refuses to accept something or 

questions whether it is right, fair, or legal a challenge to traditional values
・The company faces a legal challenge in Seattle.

・The Government faces a legal challenge over the proposed closure of public libraries.

□Altria Group: Altria Group, Inc. (previously known as Philip Morris Companies, Inc.) is 

an American corporation and one of the world's largest producers and marketers of tobacco, 
cigarettes and related products. 
□Reynolds America: Reynolds American, Inc. is an American tobacco company which is 

a subsidiary of British American Tobacco and is the second-largest tobacco company in the 
United States.  In January 2017, Reynolds American agreed to be purchased by British 
American Tobacco for $49.4 billion. 
□British American Tobacco: British American Tobacco plc (BAT) is a British 

multinational company that manufactures and sells cigarettes, tobacco and other nicotine 
products.  As of 2019, it is the largest tobacco company in the world based on net sales. 
□Imperial: Imperial Brands plc, formerly Imperial Tobacco Group plc, is a British 

multinational tobacco company headquartered in Bristol, England. It is the world's fourth-
largest international cigarette company measured by market share after Philip Morris 
International, British American Tobacco, and Japan Tobacco, and the world's largest 
producer of fine-cut tobacco and tobacco papers.　The company is also involved in logistics 
through its subsidiary 
□ITG Brands: As America's third-largest tobacco company.　
□account for: to form some proportion or amount of a larger whole or group; If a 

particular thing accounts for a part or proportion of something, that part or proportion 
consists of that thing, or is used or produced by it.　
・Our company's sales in the U.S. alone account for about one third of the total revenue. 

・These useless catalogs account for at least half the mail we get every day.

□overall:  You use overall to indicate that you are talking about a situation in general or 

about the whole of something.
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・It is usually the woman who assumes overall care of the baby.

・the senior police officer with overall responsibility for the case

□market share: A company's market share in a product is the proportion of the total sales 

of that product that is produced by that company.
・overall market share

・Ford has been gaining market share this year at the expense of GM.

・The company has gained market share in the past year.

□campaign: a planned group of especially political, business, or military activities that are 

intended to achieve a particular aim 
・This is the latest act of terrorism in a long-standing and bloody campaign of violence.

・The endless public appearances are an inevitable part of an election campaign.

□Campaign for tobacco-Free Kids: an American non-profit membership organization that 

advocates in favor of reducing tobacco consumption..　 It has been called "a leading anti-
tobacco organization" by the New York Times.；Prohibiting Menthol Cigarettes and 

Flavored Cigars. Biden Administration's Plan Will Protect Kids, Advance Health Equity and 
Save Lives, Especially Among Black Americans.
□drive down: to cause something to decrease quickly 

・That dilapidated old house has driven down house prices in our neighborhood.

・There's no magic pill that will drive your cholesterol down.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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