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U.S. arms sales 
surge to Taiwan, 
Reuters sources
September 17, 2020 

The United States is pushing forward with the sale of as many as seven major weapons 
systems to Taiwan, according to people familiar with the discussions, despite opposition 
from China.

1-1. The United States is planning to sell as many                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. including mines,                                                                                                                      
1-3. despite                                                                                                                                     

2-1. The sale would come as relations between Beijing and Washington                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. over accusations of spying,                                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. China sees Taiwan as a renegade province                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. The U.S. has made                                                                                                                                   
4-2. but usually spaced out                                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Pursuing seven sales at once is                                                                                                    

6. Taiwan’s President Tsai-Ing wen was re-elected in January                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Last month, she met U.S. health secretary Alex Azar -                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. He praised Taipei’s handling of the coronavirus outbreak                                                             
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9-1. Both Washington and Beijing                                                                                                  
9-2. and US warships                                                                                                                       

10-1. Washington is keen                                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-2. building on what is known within the Pentagon                                                                   

11-1. The latest weapons packages to Taiwan are on their way through the export process,
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-2. with a notification                                                                                                                    

[Vocabulary]
◻weapons system: weapons considered collectively 
◻mine: an explosive charge in a container, buried in the ground for destroying enemy 
troops or vehicles on land, or placed in the sea for destroying enemy ships 
・In Tunisia a shell hit my vehicle but without harm to me, and in Sicily an exploding mine 

blew up my vehicle, but I was thrown clear.
・The strongest fleet was paralyzed in its offensive by the menace of the mine and the 

torpedo.
◻cruise missile: an unmanned aircraft that is a self-contained bomb; type of low-flying 
strategic guided missile; A cruise missile is a missile which carries a nuclear warhead and 
which is guided by a computer.
◻lingering: lasting for a long time, especially when this is unpleasant or not necessary 
・Any lingering hopes of winning the title soon disappeared.

・The beautiful music is still lingering in my ears.

◻renegade: someone who leaves one group and joins another that has different goals or 
beliefs 
・Renegade forces captured the capital and declared martial law.

・China considers Taiwan a renegade province.

◻denounce: to criticize someone or something severely in public 
・Some 25,000 demonstrators denounced him as a traitor.

・American trade policies have been denounced by some European governments.

◻space out: to organize or arrange some things or some people with spaces between; to 
position (objects, people etc.) at regular intervals with a calculated space between them.
・The tournament organizers spaced the matches out so that players would have time to 

rest. 
・The police officers spaced themselves out along the parade route.

◻calibrate: to measure precisely; to make an adjustment
・… a way of calibrating the shift of opinion within the Labour Party. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/container
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bury
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/troop
https://www.britannica.com/technology/guided-missile
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/cruise
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/nuclear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/computer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/trade_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/policy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/denounce
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
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◻precedence: If one thing takes precedence over another, it is regarded as more important 
than the other thing.
・Have as much fun as possible at college, but don't let it take precedence over study. 

◻Tsai-Ing wen: Tsai Ing-wen (born 31 August 1956) is a Taiwanese politician and 
academic serving as the seventh President of the Republic of China (commonly called 
"Taiwan"), since 2016. A member of the Democratic Progressive Party, Tsai is the first 
female president of Taiwan. She has served as Chair of the Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) since 2020, and previously from 2008 to 2012 and 2014 to 2018.
◻Alex Azar: Alex Azar (born June 17, 1967) is an American politician, attorney, former 
pharmaceutical lobbyist, pharmaceutical executive, and current Presidential cabinet member 
who serves as the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services. Azar was 
nominated to his post by President Donald Trump on November 13, 2017, and confirmed by 
the United States Senate on January 24, 2018. He was also Chairman of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force from its inception in January 2020 to February 2020, when he was 
replaced by Vice President Mike Pence.
◻ramp up: to bolster or strengthen; to increase or cause to increase
・The Republican-led Congress still would like Clinton to ramp up weapons purchases.

・Some Iranian officials said that Iran might ramp up uranium enrichment in response.

◻strait: a narrow area of water that joins two larger areas of water
・An estimated 1600 vessels pass through the strait annually.

◻counterbalance: something that has an effect that is equal and opposite to something else
・… organizations set up as a counterbalance to groups allied to the ANC.

・military counterbalance

◻fortress: A fortress is a castle or other large strong building, or a well-protected place, 
which is intended to be difficult for enemies to enter.
・… a 13th-century fortress.

◻package: a set of proposals or measures for dealing with something
・… a package of measures aimed at improving child welfare.

・They put together an economic aid package.

◻process: a series of things that happen and have a particular result
・There was total agreement to start the peace process as soon as possible.

・export process

◻notification: an official announcement about something that has happened or will happen
・Payments should be sent with the written notification.

・Notifications will be sent out next week.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/important
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwanese_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Progressive_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_leaders_of_the_Democratic_Progressive_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_leaders_of_the_Democratic_Progressive_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Health_and_Human_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House_Coronavirus_Task_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House_Coronavirus_Task_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Pence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/castle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/strong
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/well-protected
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/intended
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficult
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/enemy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/enter
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/notification
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/week

