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Trailblazing U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Ginsburg dies
September 19, 2020

1-1. U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. died on Friday at her home in Washington                                                                                

She was 87. 

2. The cause was                                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Rising from a working-class                                                                                                  
3-2. Ginsburg was appointed                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. During her decades on the court, she provided                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. expanding gay rights                                                                                                               

5-1. Her departure could dramatically                                                                                           
5-2. which currently has                                                                                                              

6-1. The Senate confirmation battle over a Trump nominee                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. especially since Republicans blocked                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-3. because, as                                                                                                                               
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6-4. (quote), “The American people should have                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-5. Therefore, this vacancy                                                                                                            

7-1. But on Friday night, McConnell made it clear that                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. saying in a statement, (quote), “President Trump’s nominee will receive                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. Supreme Court appointments require Senate confirmation, and                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. Trump, seeking re-election on November 3,                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. Neil Gorsuch in 2017 and                                                                                                       

10. Known as the "Notorious RBG”,                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. She was also the subject of the documentary “RBG” and the film                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Summing up her lifelong work toward gender equality, Ginsburg said in the 
documentary, (quote),                                                                                                                    

13 All I ask of our brethren is                                                                                                      

14-1. NPR reported that Ginsburg                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
14-2. saying her (quote) "most fervent wish”                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻Ruth Bader Ginsburg: (born March 15, 1933 – September 18, 2020) was an American 
jurist who served as an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States from 
1993 until her death in 2020. She was nominated by President Bill Clinton and was 
generally viewed as a moderate judge at the time of her nomination and eventually 
becoming part of the liberal wing of the Court as the Court shifted to the right over time. 
Ginsburg was the second woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court, after Sandra Day 
O'Connor. 
　Ginsburg was born and grew up in Brooklyn, New York. Her older sister died when she 
was a baby, and her mother died shortly before Ginsburg graduated from high school. She 
earned her bachelor's degree at Cornell University and married Martin D. Ginsburg, 
becoming a mother before starting law school at Harvard, where she was one of the few 
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women in her class. Ginsburg transferred to Columbia Law School, where she graduated 
joint first in her class. After law school, Ginsburg entered academia. She was a professor at 
Rutgers Law School and Columbia Law School, teaching civil procedure as one of the few 
women in her field.
　Ginsburg spent much of her legal career as an advocate for gender equality and women's 
rights, winning many arguments before the Supreme Court. She advocated as a volunteer 
attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union and was a member of its board of directors 
and one of its general counsel in the 1970s. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed her 
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, where she served until her 
appointment to the Supreme Court. Between O'Connor's retirement in 2006 and 
appointment of Sonia Sotomayor in 2009, she was the only female justice on the Supreme 
Court. During that time, Ginsburg became more forceful with her dissents.
　Ginsburg received attention in American popular culture for her passionate dissents in 
numerous cases, widely seen as reflecting liberal views of the law. She was playfully and 
notably dubbed "The Notorious R.B.G." by a law student, a reference to the late Brooklyn-
born rapper The Notorious B.I.G., and she later embraced the moniker.  Ginsburg died at her 
home in Washington, D.C., on September 18, 2020, at the age of 87, from complications of 
metastatic pancreatic cancer.
◻pioneering: Pioneering work or a pioneering individual does something that has not been 
done before, for example by developing or using new methods or techniques.
・The school has won awards for its pioneering work with the community. 

・America has always retained her pioneering spirit.

・pioneering champion

◻complication: something that makes a medical condition more dangerous or difficult to 
treat; any disease or disorder that occurs during the course of (or because of) another disease  
・Blindness is a common complication of diabetes.

・He died of complications from a heart attack.

・Bed sores are a common complication in cases of paralysis.

◻metastatic: relating to or affected by metastasis; the spreading of a disease, esp cancer 
cells, from one part of the body to another
・When they have moved to a new location in the body they are called metastatic tumors.

・Metastatic cancer cells often establish themselves within the skeleton.

・Metastatic cancer cells can also be transported via lymph.

◻pancreatic cancer: cancer of the pancreas 
◻safeguard: to protect something or someone from being harmed or having problems; to 
safeguard something or someone means to protect them from being harmed, lost, or badly 
treated.
・We hope that world leaders can agree on a plan to safeguard the environment.

・The company was blamed for failing to safeguard workers against dangerous chemicals.
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◻abortion: a medical operation in which a developing baby is removed from a woman’s 
body so that it is not born alive
・He and his wife both strongly support abortion rights.

・With a new president in the White House, the debate over abortion has intensified.

◻departure: an occasion when someone leaves a job or an organization 
・Things had got worse since his departure from head office.

◻Mitch McConnell: (born February 20, 1942) is an American politician serving as 
Kentucky's senior United States senator and as Senate majority leader. McConnell is the 
second Kentuckian to serve as a party leader in the Senate, the longest-serving U.S. senator 
for Kentucky in history, and the longest-serving leader of U.S. Senate Republicans in 
history.
◻vacancy: A vacancy is a job or position which has not been filled. 
・They had a short-term vacancy for a person on the foreign desk. 

◻rationale: the set of reasons that something such as a plan or belief is based on
・The rationale of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel is inevitably being questioned.

◻floor: The place where official debates and discussions are held, especially between 
members of parliament, is referred to as the floor. 
・The issues were debated on the floor of the House.

◻chamber: A chamber is a large room, especially one that is used for formal meetings; 
You can refer to a country's parliament or to one section of it as a chamber.
・We are going to make sure we are in the council chamber every time he speaks.

◻Neil Gorsuch: (born August 29, 1967) is an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  He was nominated by President Donald Trump on January 31, 2017 and has 
served since April 10, 2017.
◻Brett Kavanaugh: (born February 12, 1965) is an associate justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. He was nominated by President Donald Trump on July 9, 2018 and has 
served since October 6, 2018.
◻"Notorious RBG”: this title was given to Ginsburg by a law student, a reference to the 
late Brooklyn-born rapper The Notorious B.I.G., and she later embraced the moniker.
◻cult figure: a person who inspires devotion in a particular group of people 
・Mae West seems to have become something of a cult figure over the last few years.

◻“RBG”: RBG is a 2018 American documentary film focusing on the life and career of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the second female Supreme Court of the United States Associate 
Justice after Sandra Day O'Connor. After premiering at the 2018 Sundance Film Festival, 
the film was released in the United States on May 4, 2018. The film was directed and 
produced by Betsy West and Julie Cohen. At the 91st Academy Awards, the film earned 
nominations for Best Documentary Feature and Best Original Song ("I'll Fight").
◻“On the Basis of Sex”: The true story of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, her struggles for equal 
rights, and the early cases of a historic career that lead to her nomination and confirmation 
as U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice.
Director: Mimi Leder
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Writer: Daniel Stiepleman
Stars: Felicity Jones, Armie Hammer, Justin Theroux 
◻gender equality: the state of having the same rights, status, and opportunities as others, 
regardless of one's gender
◻brethren: used for referring to people who belong to the same community or group 
・We must help our brethren, it is our duty.

・They prayed for their brethren still living under persecution.

◻NPR: National Public Radio; a group of radio stations that broadcast to the whole country 
and are paid for by the people who listen to them as well as by government grants and 
company donations.
◻fervent: very enthusiastic and sincere, especially about something you believe in or 
support
・I have always been one of his most fervent admirers.

・I would like to express my fervent hope for your success.

◻install: to officially put someone in an important job or position 
・She was installed as the first woman chancellor of the university.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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