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Historic SpaceX 
launch sends NASA 
astronauts into 
space
 
May 31, 2020

SpaceX, the private rocket company of 
billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk, 
launched two Americans toward orbit 
from Florida on Saturday in a mission 
that marks the first spaceflight of NASA 
astronauts from U.S. soil in nine years.

"...three, two, one, zero. Ignition. Liftoff."

1. And with that - history was made, Saturday, as billionaire Elon Musk’s private rocket 
company ‘SpaceX’                                                                                                                          

2. The first time a commercially developed vehicle                                                                                                    

3. And - the mission marks                                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. After a farewell                                                                                                                        
4-2. a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket sent Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken                                          　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  
4-3. bound                                                                                                                                     

5-1. Just moments before liftoff, Hurley said: “                                                                           　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. paraphrasing the words                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. President Donald Trump - who watched live and in-person -                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. saying                                                                                                                                      
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7-1. For Musk, the launch represents a milestone                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. in order to make spaceflight                                                                                                   　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. NASA’s Hurley and Behnken                                                                                                
8-2. and are expected                                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-3. assisting a short-handed crew                                                                                                 

[Vocabulary]
◻ignition: the process of making something start to burn
・The ignition of methane gas killed eight men.

◻liftoff:  the initial ascent of a rocket from its launching pad
・John Thomas has also written "Liftoff: The Story of America's Adventure in Space " 

(1988), a history of the American space program, "Mission to Mars" (1990).
◻Elon Musk: (born June 28, 1971) is an engineer, industrial designer and technology 
entrepreneur. He is a citizen of South Africa, Canada, and the United States. He is the 
founder, CEO and chief engineer/designer of SpaceX.  In December 2016, he was ranked 
21st on the Forbes list of The World's Most Powerful People, and was ranked joint-first on 
the Forbes list of the Most Innovative Leaders of 2019.  As of May 2020, he has a net worth 
of $36.5 billion and is listed by Forbes as the 31st-richest person in the world. He is the 
longest tenured CEO of any automotive manufacturer globally.
◻Space X:  an American aerospace manufacturer and space transportation services 
company headquartered in Hawthorne, California. It was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk 
with the goal of reducing space transportation costs to enable the colonization of Mars.  
SpaceX has developed several launch vehicles and the Dragon spacecraft.
◻launch: to send a missile, space vehicle, satellite, or other object into the air or into 
space; to travel into the air or into space
・NASA plans to launch a satellite to study cosmic rays. 

・The rocket was launched early this morning.

◻orbit: the path that is taken by an object moving around a larger object in space
・the planet’s orbit around the sun

◻into orbit: to begin to revolve around a celestial body, as of an object in outer space
・The space rocket was launched and went into orbit.

・They succeeded in putting a satellite into orbit around the Earth. 

◻mark: to celebrate something
・A ceremony was held to mark the occasion.

◻spaceflight: a voyage outside the Earth's atmosphere
・a history of human spaceflight
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・SpaceX is set to launch its first astronaut crew into orbit Wednesday afternoon, a flight 

that marks the return of human spaceflight from U.S. soil for the first time in nearly a 
decade.
◻NASA: ＝National Aeronautics and Space Administration: a government organization 

responsible for space research and sending rockets into space
◻astronaut: someone who travels and works in space; a person who is trained for traveling 
in a spacecraft.
・There is not enough air in the space capsule to keep the three astronauts alive.

・The three astronauts on the craft survived.

◻soil: You can use soil in expressions like British soil to refer to a country's territory.
・The issue of foreign troops on Turkish soil is a sensitive one. 

◻Doug Hurley: (born October 21, 1966) an American engineer, former Marine Corps pilot 
and current NASA astronaut. He piloted space shuttle missions STS-127 (July 2009) and 
STS-135 (July 2011), the final flight of the space shuttle program.
◻Bob Behnken: （1970 in St. Ann, Missouri) a NASA astronaut, engineer, and former 

Chief of the Astronaut Office. Behnken holds a Ph.D in mechanical engineering and the 
rank of colonel in the U.S. Air Force, where he served before joining NASA in 2000. He 
flew aboard Space Shuttle missions STS-123 (2008) and STS-130 (2010) as a mission 
specialist, accumulating over 708 hours in space, including 37 hours of spacewalk time. He 
is married to fellow astronaut K. Megan McArthur. 
◻capsule: the part of a space vehicle in which people travel
・A Russian space capsule is currently orbiting the Earth. 

◻bound for: Moving toward a particular destination
・The ship is bound for New York.

・Sorry I'm late, I accidentally got on a train bound for the city and then had to come all 

the way back to the suburbs.
◻Let's light this candle: This phrase was uttered by astronaut Alan B. Shepard, who 
appeared in Mercury Redstone 3 launched on May 5, 1961.  Astronaut Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 
sits in his Freedom 7 Mercury capsule, ready for launch. Just 23 days earlier, Soviet 
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin had become the first man in space. ''That little race between 
Gagarin and me,'' Shepard said, ''was really, really close.'' After several delays and more 
than four hours in the capsule, Shepard was ready to go, and he famously urged mission 
controllers to ''fix your little problem and light this candle.’' Astronaut Alan B. Shepard, Jr., 
May 5, 1961.
◻paraphrase: to express what someone else has said or written using different words, 
especially in order to make it shorter or clearer
・Let me paraphrase you.

・Can you paraphrase that poem in normal spoken English?

◻launch pad: a platform from which rockets or space craft are launched 
・...the launch pad at Cape Canaveral. 

javascript:void(0);
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/spacecraft
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/capsule
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/keep
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/alive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/craft
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/survive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/expression
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/like
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronaut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_shuttle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-127
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-135
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_shuttle_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Ann,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronaut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_the_Astronaut_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ph.D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanical_engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonel_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-123
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-130
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_specialist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_specialist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spacewalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K._Megan_McArthur


スペースＸ、初の商用宇宙船打ち上げ　ＮＡＳＡ飛行士乗せ - 配布資料　 ／4 4

◻in-person: in one's own bodily presence
・Applicants are requested to apply in person.

◻hail: to say publicly how good or important someone or something is
・He has been hailed as the best center back in the land.

◻eventually: at the end of a process or period of time in which many things happen 
・Dad was eventually diagnosed as suffering from a chronic heart condition.

◻pioneer: to be a pioneer doing something for the first time 
・The approach was pioneered by American therapist Dr. Bruce Fisher.

◻under contract: required to provide something (such as work or a service) according to 
the terms stated in a contract
・She is under contract with the TV station for three more years.

◻short-handed: without enough people to help you do something
・We're actually a bit short-handed at the moment. 

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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