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Over 70 killed, 
thousands 
injured in 
Lebanon blast   
August 05, 2020

Lebanon's prime minister demanded 
full accountability after an enormous 
lethal blast in Beirut razed parts of 
the city to the ground, as captured on 
video.

1. An earth shaking blast tore through Beirut on Tuesday,                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. The blast, caught on video by those nearby,                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-2. throwing people miles away onto their backs,                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

LEBANESE MAN, SAYING: "We heard the first explosion, and we went to see what 
happened, I didn't have time, I didn't realize there would be a second explosion, the glass 
exploded in front of me.”

LEBANESE WOMAN, SAYING: "We were at home, we heard what sounded like 
fireworks, we thought it was a container in the port that was on fire and they weren't able to 
put it out, a few seconds later we were flying through the air.”

3. The explosion, described by many as intense as an earthquake,                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. While no group                                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-2. Lebanese Prime Minister Hassan Diab                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER, HASSAN DIAB, SAYING: "Those responsible will pay 
the price for what happened, this is a promise to the martyrs and to the wounded, this is a 
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national commitment. The facts will be revealed about this dangerous warehouse that has 
been there since 2014.”

5. Lebanon’s interior minister said initial information indicated highly explosive material, 
seized years ago,                                                                                                                           

6. The minister told an Arabic TV station                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Reuters video journalists                                                                                                        
7-2. residents scrambling to drive the injured to nearby hospitals,                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. It was not immediately clear                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. The site of the explosion could be seen burning and smoldering as night fell…                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻earth-shaking: extremely important or very surprising, shocking 
・an earth-shaking discovery

・Tell me this earth-shaking news of yours.

◻blast: an explosion, especially one caused by a bomb 
・Ten people were injured in the blast.

・The force of the blast threw bodies into the air.

・250 people were killed in the blast.

◻tear through: to move through something or some place with great speed, especially in a 
headlong, reckless manner  
・The burglar tore through the mall, with security guards in hot pursuit.

・Emily tore through the romance novel in just two days.

◻Beirut: capital and largest city of Lebanon; located in western Lebanon on the 
Mediterranean
◻rip off: to tear or pull something off of someone or something 
・The throng of screaming fans nearly ripped the singer's shirt off.

・Luckily, I remembered to rip off the price tag before handing Sara her gift.

◻container: a very large metal or wooden box designed to be loaded easily onto ships and 
trucks
・Trees grown in containers can be planted at any time.

・An old shipping container painted bright blue sits in the middle of the desert.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/extremely
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/important
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surprising
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discovery
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/injured
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/force_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/threw
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/body
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/air_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/paint
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bright
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/blue
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sit
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/middle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/desert
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◻Cyprus: an island in the eastern Mediterranean; a country on the island of Cyprus; 80% 
of the people are of Greek origin and 20% or Turkish origin; an island in the E 
Mediterranean
◻responsibility: blame for something that has happened; If you accept responsibility for 
something that has happened, you agree that you were to blame for it or you caused it.
・claim responsibility

・No one claimed responsibility for the attack on the embassy.

・No one admitted responsibility for the attacks.

◻Hassan Diab: (1959 ～) Prime Minister of Lebanon, Incumbent, Assumed office 

(January 21, 2020)
◻accountability: responsibility to someone or for some activity; a situation in which 
people know who is responsible for something and can ask them to explain its state or 
quality
・There have been calls for greater accountability within the health service.

◻catastrophe: an event that causes a lot of damage or makes a lot of people suffer
・From all points of view, war would be a catastrophe.

・...the economic and environmental catastrophe that the oil leak has caused. 

◻pay the price: to experience the consequences of one's actions or misdeeds; to experience 
the bad result of something you have done
・If you get caught cheating on your exam, you'll have to pay the price—which could 

include expulsion.
・If you abuse your body now, you'll pay the price when you're older.

◻martyr: someone who suffers or is killed because of their religious or political beliefs
・The dead student is now being regarded as a martyr.

・The church in the town, almost wholly rebuilt, is dedicated to St Edward the Martyr.

◻commitment: a promise to do something; enthusiasm for something and a determination 
to work hard at it 
・I am delighted with the level of commitment you have all shown.

・national commitment

◻interior minister: the minister who is responsible for domestic affairs; a government 
ministry typically responsible for policing, internal security, emergency management, 
registration, supervision of local governments, conduct of elections, public administration 
and immigration matters.
・the French Interior Minister

◻seize: to take something using official power and force 
・Police were reported to have seized all copies of this morning's edition of the newspaper.

・Customs officials have seized 100 pounds of cocaine

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mediterranean
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accept
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agree
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/blame
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/claim_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/embassy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/call_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/great_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/health
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/service_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/experience
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bad
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/result
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/abuse
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/your
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/body
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/price
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/old
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/delighted
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/level_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/shown
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/responsible
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/domestic
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/affair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_(government)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_(government)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internal_security
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emergency_management
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Register_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/customs
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/official_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/seised
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/pound_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/cocaine
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◻ammonium nitrate: a colorless highly soluble crystalline solid used mainly as a fertilizer 
and in explosives and and rocket propellant
◻in storage: Kept somewhere until being used or addressed in the future.
・The holidays are over—it's time to put all of these Christmas decorations in storage.

・We have a lot of junk in storage that we need to get rid of!

◻capture: to record an event in a movie or photograph 
・The whole incident was captured by a young American photographer.

・The idea was to capture on film how the countryside was changing.

◻scene: a place where something happens, usually something bad  
・the scene of the crime/accident

◻the aftermath: the effects and results of something bad or important ; The aftermath of 
an important event, especially a harmful one, is the situation that results from it.
・In the aftermath of the coup, the troops opened fire on the demonstrators.

◻scramble: to move somewhere quickly and in a way that is not graceful; If you scramble 
to a different place or position, you move there in a hurried, awkward way.
・Investors are also scrambling to buy dollars before an expected devaluation.

・The crew scrambled to the site in the minutes after the first blast and landed just moments 

after the second.
◻overwhelm: to surprise at such great amounts that someone or something cannot deal 
with them; to surprise someone very much
・We were overwhelmed by the result.

・In June the town is overwhelmed by tourists.

◻set off: to  cause to explode; If something sets off something such as an alarm or a bomb, 
it makes it start working so that, for example, the alarm rings or the bomb explodes.
・It could take months before evidence emerges on how the bomb was made, and who set it 

off.
◻smolder: to burn slowly, producing smoke but no flames
・smoldering ruins

・He had been sleeping by the fire and woke up in the middle of the night to a smoldering 

log on his foot.
◻death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 
or a battle or a natural disaster
・The death toll from the tanker fire rose to 100.

・The death toll stood at five with 23 still missing last night.

・The death toll of 135 would have been higher had it not been for the chaplain.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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