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Jordan accuses 
prince of plot to 
destabilize country
April 05, 2021

Jordan's Deputy Prime Minister Ayman Safadi said on Sunday that King Abdullah's half-
brother and former heir Prince Hamza had liaised with foreign parties over a plot to 
destabilize the country and had been under investigation for some time.

1-1. Jordan’s government is saying that its former Crown Prince                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. has been involved in a plot                                                                                                      

2-1. The plot is said to involve                                                                                                        
2-2. and several high profile figures                                                                                               

3. Prince Hamza, half brother of King Abdullah,                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. His mother, former Queen Noor,                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. And on Twitter said she prays                                                                                                     

6. The unfolding crisis within the royal family is likely to damage Jordan's image                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. But several allies, including Britain, the United States, Saudi Arabia and UAE,                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. On Sunday, the Deputy Prime Minister said Prince Hamza                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. And, that a foreign intelligence service had contacted the prince's wife                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. King Abdullah removed Prince Hamza from his position as heir to the throne in 2004,      
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11. Although he has been marginalized for years, Prince Hamza has angered authorities                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Such groups have recently been calling for protests against perceived corruption,                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□house arrest: the legal act of forcing someone to stay at home instead of in a prison 

・Kitty’s father was placed under house arrest.

・He was under house arrest for some small misdemeanor.

□disrupt: to interrupt something and prevent it from continuing by creating a problem; If 

someone or something disrupts an event, system, or process, they cause difficulties that 
prevent it from continuing or operating in a normal way.
・Anti-war protesters disrupted the debate.

・The drought has severely disrupted agricultural production.

□intelligence agency: a state organization that gathers or deals with information; a unit 

responsible for gathering and interpreting information about an enemy 
・The CIA is liaising with foreign intelligence agencies.

・The program began in the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency.

□high profile figure: a person who attracts a lot of attention or publicity 

・A high profile figure attracts a lot of attention or publicity.

・You can't get any higher profile than a James Bond movie.

□detain: to keep someone in a police station or prison and not allow them to leave

・He was detained by the FBI on suspicion of terrorist activity.

・A suspect has been detained by the police for questioning.

□Prince Hamza: Prince Hamza bin Hussein (born 29 March 1980) is the fourth son of 

King Hussein of Jordan overall, the first by his American-born fourth wife, Queen Noor. He 
was named Crown Prince of Jordan in 1999, a position he held until his older half-brother, 
King Abdullah II, rescinded it in 2004.
□half brother: a brother who has either the same mother or the same father as you

・Over the next five years, he prepared to go on the offensive against his half brother.

・The twins' half brother needed a bone marrow transplant.

□King Abdullah: King Abdullah became the king of Saudi Arabia on 1 August 2005, 

following the death of his half-brother King Fahd. Abdullah, like Fahd, was one of the many 
sons of Ibn Saud, the founder of modern Saudi Arabia. (Abdullah’s mother was Fahda, the 
eighth of Ibn Saud’s 16 wives.) Abdullah held important political posts throughout most of 
his adult life; he became mayor of Mecca as a young man and in 1962 he was appointed 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/legal
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/act
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/force
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stay
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/home
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/instead
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/prison
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/father
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/place
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/event
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficulty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/prevent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/continue
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/normal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/gather
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/information
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/suspect
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/police
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/questioning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Hussein_of_Jordan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Noor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Prince_of_Jordan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Abdullah_II
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/brother_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mother_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/father_1
https://www.who2.com/bio/king-fahd/


ヨルダン前皇太子を自宅軟禁、「中東安定の柱」でいったい何が - 配布資料　 ／3 4

commander of the National Guard, a post he was still holding when he became king. He 
also served as deputy defense minister and was name crown prince when Fahd took the 
throne in 1982. Where Fahd was sometimes criticized for being too fond of western-style 
luxuries, Abdullah is regarded as a devout Muslim and a charismatic leader. After King 
Fahd suffered a serious stroke in 1995, Abdullah became the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia 
until claiming the throne a decade later. 
□vehemently: in a strong and emotional way

・The president has vehemently denied having an extra-marital affair.

・Most of the insurrection plotters were vehemently opposed to any plans for an 

assassination.
□Noor: (born August 23, 1951) is the fourth wife and widow of King Hussein of Jordan 

and was his queen consort from their marriage in 1978 until his death in 1999.
□allegation: a statement that someone has done something wrong or illegal even though 

this has not been proved
・Several of her patients have made allegations of professional misconduct against her.

・Allegations that Mr Dwight was receiving money from known criminals have caused a 

scandal.
□slander: something bad that you say about someone that is not true and may damage their 

reputation 
・Dr. Bach is now suing the company for slander.

・What you said about Barbara is cruel and vicious slander.

□unfolding: If a situation unfolds, it develops and becomes known or understood. 

・unfolding disaster

・Macbeth went on unfolding, step by step, his diabolical plan.

□intelligence service: the government department that is responsible for collecting and 

analyzing information about enemies intelligence agency　
・She first moved into the intelligence services 22 years ago.

・A larger foreign intelligence service is necessary to deal with the glut of digital 

information used by MI6 to identify agents and threats.
□organize: to prepare or arrange an activity or event; If you organize an event or activity, 

you make sure that the necessary arrangements are made.
・In the end, we all decided to organize a concert for Easter.

・...a two-day meeting organized by the United Nations. 

□consolidate: to make the power, position, or achievements you already have stronger or 

more effective so that they are likely to continue  
・The question is will the junta consolidate its power by force? 

・The president is trying to consolidate support for his proposal.
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□marginalize: to prevent someone from having power or influence 

・We've always been marginalized, exploited, and constantly threatened.

・They are marginalized in society.

□forge: to develop a successful relationship, especially in business or politics, with another 

country, organization, or person; If one person or institution forges an agreement or 
relationship with another, they create it with a lot of hard work, hoping that it will be strong 
or lasting. 
・The Prime Minister is determined to forge a good relationship with America's new leader.

・They agreed to forge closer economic ties.

□disgruntled: disappointed and annoyed about something; If you are disgruntled, you are 

cross and dissatisfied because things have not happened the way that you wanted them to 
happen.
・Disgruntled employees recently called for his resignation.

・Party members are disgruntled at the way the campaign is being handled.

□perceived: regarded in a specified way —used to say how something or someone is seen 

or thought of
・There are a lot of perceived problems as opposed to actual problems.

・the debate as to how to cope with the perceived threat of the tyranny of the majority

□corruption: dishonest or illegal behavior by officials or people in positions of power, 

especially when they accept money in exchange for doing things for someone 
・...bribery and corruption.

・The President faces 54 charges of corruption and tax evasion.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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