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Minnesota cop 
shouted 'Taser!' 
but fired gun

April 13, 2021

The fatal police shooting of a 20-year-old Black man in a Minneapolis suburb appeared to 
be an "accidental discharge" by an officer who drew her gun instead of a Taser during a 
struggle at a traffic stop, the city's police chief said on Monday.

1. Body camera footage was released at a news briefing Monday                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. a Black man in a Minneapolis suburb - which, according to police,                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. who drew her gun                                                                                                               

FROM BODY CAM: "Taser, Taser, Taser... Holy s***. I just shot him.”

Brooklyn Center Police Chief Tim Gannon:
“The officer was struggling with Mr. Wright, shouts 'Taser, Taser' several times. 
That is part of the officer's training prior to deploying a Taser, which is a less lethal device.
During this encounter, however, the officer drew their handgun, instead of their Taser. 
This appears to me, from what I viewed and the officers' reaction and distress immediately 
after, that this was an accidental discharge that resulted in the tragic death of Mr. Wright."

2-1. The shooting on Sunday                                                                                                         
2-2. with police firing tear gas and rubber bullets                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. The botched arrest of Wright, who police say was stopped                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. occurred not far                                                                                                                        
3-3. the former white Minneapolis police officer charged with murdering George Floyd,        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. Brooklyn Center Police Chief said the routine traffic stop                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. and found                                                                                                                                 
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5-1. Video footage presented at the briefing                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. before he breaks free                                                                                                                

6. Then                                                                                                                                          

7-1. At the news conference, Brooklyn Park Mayor Mike Elliott said the officer,  　　                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. and whose identity has not been disclosed,                                                                            

"My position is that we cannot afford to make mistakes that lead to the loss of life of other 
people in our profession.”

8-1. US President Joe Biden                                                                                                            
8-2. but said there was no justification for violence                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□fatal: causing someone to die

・...the fatal stabbing of a police sergeant.

・A hospital spokesman said she had suffered a fatal heart attack.

□Daunte Wright: a 20-year-old African-American man, was fatally shot by police officer 

Kimberly Potter during a traffic stop in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. ... After he reentered 
his car, 
 □discharge: the act of firing a weapon 

・the discharge of a weapon

・accidental discharge

□Taser: a weapon that produces a strong electric current and that is used by police in some 

countries to stop people being violent or stop 
them from running away
・Two guards each armed with a drawn stun 

Taser pushed their way through.
・He was shot with a Taser twice, handcuffed and 

placed in the back of a police cruiser.
□deploy: to use something; If you deploy 

something or if it deploys, you use it effectively 
or it works effectively.

・Troops have been deployed in the area to counter a possible attack.

・But they have deployed military interventions in neighbouring countries to head off 

trouble in their own backyard.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/weapon
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/produce_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/strong
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/electric
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/current_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/violent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/running_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/away_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/guard
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/draw
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/push
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/troop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deploy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/area
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/counter_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/possible_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/neighbour
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/trouble
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□lethal: very dangerous and able to kill you

・...a lethal dose of sleeping pills.

・High-powered cars are lethal weapons in the hands of inexperienced drivers.

□distress: a feeling that you have when you are very unhappy, worried, or upset

・Jealousy causes distress and painful emotions.

・I wouldn’t want to cause her any distress.

□Brooklyn Center: city in southeastern Minnesota northwest of Minneapolis population 

30,104 
□disperse: to go or cause to go in different directions or to different destination 

・Soldiers fired tear gas to disperse the crowds.

□keep to the streets: When people keep to the streets, they express their opposition to 

something in public and often violently 
・Angry citizens kept to the streets to protest the war.

・Thousands of people have kept to the streets to protest against the military coup.

□botch: to do something very badly or carelessly 

・...a botched job.

・I botched the dinner and we had to eat out.

□car registration: The purpose of motor vehicle registration is to establish a link between 

a vehicle and an owner or user of the vehicle. This link might be used for taxation or crime 
detection purposes. 
・The increase in car registration is welcome news.

・His driving license, car registration and medical records were registered to that address.

□Derek Chauvin: (born March 19, 1976) is an American former police officer undergoing 

a trial on murder charges in the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on May 
25, 2020.
During an arrest made by Chauvin and three other officers, he knelt on Floyd's neck for 
about nine minutes while Floyd was handcuffed, lying face down on the street calling out "I 
can't breathe". The next day, Chauvin was fired by the Minneapolis Police Department. He 
is charged with second-degree murder and lesser included offenses. The incident set off a 
series of protests in the Twin Cities and across the rest of the United States, later spreading 
around the world. Chauvin was released on bail on October 7, 2020. His murder trial began 
on March 8, 2021.
□George Floyd: The US has been convulsed by nationwide protests over the death of an 

African-American man in police custody.
George Floyd, 46, died after being arrested by police outside a shop in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/want_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/soldier_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/fire_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/tear_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/gas_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/crowd_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/express
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/opposition
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/public
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/violently
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/protest
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/military
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/coup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_v._Chauvin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killing_of_George_Floyd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight_minutes_46_seconds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_can%27t_breathe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_can%27t_breathe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis_Police_Department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second-degree_murder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_included_offense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd_protests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis%E2%80%93Saint_Paul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_v._Chauvin
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Footage of the arrest on 25 May shows a white police officer, Derek Chauvin, kneeling on 
Mr Floyd's neck while he was pinned to the floor.
Mr Chauvin, 44, has since been charged with murder.
Transcripts of police bodycam footage show Mr Floyd said more than 20 times he could not 
breathe as he was restrained by the officers.
□traffic stop: a law enforcement officer's stop of a motor vehicle, bicycle, or pedestrian for 

any minor traffic violation
・Then it's just another routine traffic stop gone bad.

・This started with a routine traffic stop an hour ago.

□run a check (on someone): to verify or research the history or the profile (of someone)  

・Ask your doctor to run a test on your blood sugar levels.

・ It had been switched off after two senior doctors had twice run tests on the patient before 

declaring him dead.
□outstanding: continuing to exist : unresolved

・We still have some outstanding issues to resolve.

・Talks will resume next month to discuss the outstanding issues.

□briefing: a meeting or document in which people receive information or instructions 

・a briefing on the budget

・They're holding a press briefing tomorrow.

□break free: to escape from physical restraints, or to detach or separate something from an 

obstacle or restraint
・The robber had tied me to a chair, but I was able to break free and run to safety.

・Jeanie Adair managed to break free after being bound and called 911.

□Brooklyn Park: city in southeastern Minnesota northwest of Minneapolis population 

75,781
□administrative leave: a mandatory leave of absence that is required as a matter of policy 

in special circumstances (such as during an investigation of possible wrongdoing); A leave 
of absence under unusual circumstances, especially such leave that is enforced during a 
disciplinary investigation.
・Both officers were placed on paid administrative leave.

・He continues investigating anyway but is caught and suspended for six months on 

administrative leave.
□cannot afford: If you cannot afford to do something, you must not do it because it would 

cause serious problems for you.
・We can't afford to make any mistakes at this stage in the project.

・The country could not afford the luxury of an election. 

https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/switch
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/senior
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/patient
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/declare
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/dead
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/talk_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/resume_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/month
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/discuss
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/issue_1
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/leave%20of%20absence
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/leave_of_absence
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/leave_of_absence
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/unusual
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/circumstance
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/enforced
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/disciplinary
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/investigation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cause
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/serious
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/problem
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/mistake
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stage
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/project
https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/v-n_1
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□justification: an acceptable reason or explanation for it.; a reason why something is 

correct and morally right 
・To me the only justification for a zoo is educational.

・I knew from the beginning that there was no justification for what I was doing.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/acceptable
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reason
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/explanation

