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Michelle Obama 
leads attack on 
Trump at DNC

August 18, 2020

Former First Lady Michelle Obama 
capped off the first night of the virtual 
Democratic National Convention on 
Monday, where a parade of high-
profile speakers took President 
Donald Trump to task for his 
handling of the global health crisis 
and America's racial divide.

”Donald Trump is the wrong president for our country."

1-1. Former First Lady Michelle Obama                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. launching                                                                                                                                

"You simply cannot fake your way through this job. As I've said before, being president 
doesn't change who you are. It reveals who you are.”

2-1. Speakers and viewers alike beamed in virtually this year, as                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. and deliver                                                                                                                               

3. The convention typically serves as the starter's gun                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. But this year's parade of high-profile speakers                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. as they pressed Americans to vote for Biden                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

Senator Bernie Sanders:  “We must come together…
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5. Among them                                                                                                                             

"Nero fiddled while Rome burned; Trump golfs.” 

6. The virtual convention featured voters who say                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. New York Governor Andrew Cuomo,                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. said America's struggle with the virus -                                                                                  

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo:
"Only a strong body can fight off the virus. And America's divisions weakened it. Donald 
Trump didn't create the initial division. The division created Trump. He only made it 
worse.”

8. Division along racial lines                                                                                                          

9-1.  The brother of George Floyd, whose death in police custody in May                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. led a moment of silence                                                                                                        

The brother of George Floyd:
"To honor George and the many other souls we lost to hate and injustice. And when this 
moment ends, let's make sure we never stop saying their names.”

10. Meanwhile, Trump is breaking tradition this week                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. Candidates usually limit their activities                                                                                  

12-1. But Biden currently leads Trump in national opinion polls,                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
12-2. where 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　            

[Vocabulary]
◻cap off: to finish or complete, especially with some decisive action
・Come on, we need to throw one last party to cap off our senior year!

・And then, to cap the terrible evening off, the waiter dropped my dinner in my lap!

◻magnetic: able to attract and interest people very strongly; If you describe something as 
magnetic, you mean that it is very attractive to people because it has unusual, powerful, and 
exciting qualities. 
・his magnetic personality

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/attractive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unusual
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/excite
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/personality
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・London's creative reputation has had a magnetic effect. 

・...the magnetic pull of his looks and her personality.

◻scathing: criticizing someone or something in a very strong way
・The committee’s report is quite scathing.

・He launched another scathing attack against the press.

◻virtually: using the technique of virtual reality
・Nowadays all these things can be experienced virtually.

◻from all walks of life: used to refer to people who have many different jobs or positions 
in society
・People from all walks of life came to the carnival.

・Children of every walk of life attend this school.

◻join forces: to work together on a common enterprise of project; If you join forces with 
someone, you work together in order to achieve a common aim or purpose. 
・Both groups joined forces to persuade voters to approve a tax break for the industry.

・If you two join forces, you might just win the election after all.

◻rebuke: an act or expression of criticism and censure 
・He had to take the rebuke with a smile on his face.

・The UN delivered a strong rebuke to both countries for persisting with nuclear testing. 

◻convention: a meeting that a lot of people belonging to a particular profession or 
organization go to in order to discuss things
・The annual convention of the Society of Professional Journalists. 

・the Republican convention.

◻typically: usually
・The courses typically last for three days.

・The workers are typically middle-aged men.

◻sprint: a short race at a fast speed; a short race in which the competitors run, drive, ride, 
or swim very fast.
・I knew other runners who can defeat me in a short distance race.

◻lead up to: to happen or exist immediately before something
・In the weeks leading up to graduation I did very little.

・...the weeks leading up to Christmas.

・They had a series of arguments, leading up to a decision to separate. 

◻parade of: a line or a series of people or things; If you talk about a parade of people or 
things, you mean that there is a series of them that seems never to end.
・A parade of helpers carried food from the kitchen.

・When I ask Nick about his childhood, he remembers a parade of baby-sitters. 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/committee
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/report_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/quite
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/launch_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/press_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/technique
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/virtual
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reality
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/experienced
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/join
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/achieve
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aim
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/course_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/day
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/worker
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/middle-aged
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/men
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/short_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/race_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/fast_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/speed_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/competitor
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/drive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ride
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/swim
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/happen
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/exist
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/immediately
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/week
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leading
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/graduation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/did
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/little_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/talk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/series
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/never
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/helper
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/carry_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/food
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/kitchen


ミシェル・オバマ氏がDNCでトランプ攻撃 - 配布資料 
　 ／4 5

◻high-profile: often seen in public, mentioned in newspapers, or appearing on television
・a high-profile company/politician

・In order to gain attention, attract investment, and stimulate the economy, big cities 

around the world try to win such high-profile events as the Olympics and the World 
Exposition. 
◻handling: the way in which someone deals with a particular situation, problem, or person
・The administration was criticized for its handling of the crisis.

・The company is also facing serious criticism over its handling of the crisis.

◻Bernie Sanders: (September 8, 1941) United States senatorfrom Vermont, Incumbent, 
Assumed office January 3, 2007.  He is the longest-serving independent in U.S. 
congressional history, although he has a close relationship with the Democratic Party, 
having caucused with House and Senate Democrats for most of his congressional career.  
Sanders unsuccessfully sought the Democratic Party nomination for president of the United 
States in 2016 and 2020, finishing in second place in both campaigns.
◻Nero: Nero Claudius Caesar; Roman Emperor notorious for his monstrous vice and 
fantastic luxury (was said to have started a fire that destroyed much of Rome in 64) but the 
Empire remained prosperous during his rule (37-68)
◻fiddle while Rome burns: to be busy doing unimportant things when you should be 
dealing with an important problem; to take little to no productive action during a crisis; to 
do nothing or something trivial while knowing that something disastrous is happening.The 
phrase refers to the legend of the Roman Emperor Nero playing the lyre as Rome burned 
down. Note: There is a story that the Emperor Nero set fire to Rome, and then played his 
lyre and sang as he watched the flames. Afterwards he denied this and blamed the Christians 
for the destruction.
・Organizing these files is like fiddling while Rome burns—the boss won't care what they 

look like when he finds out we lost that big client!
◻feature: if something features a particular person or thing, they are an important part of it 
・a concert featuring music by Haydn and Mozart.

◻Andrew Cuomo: (born December 6, 1957) 56th Governor of New York, Incumbent. 
Assumed office January 1, 2011.  He is an American politician, author, and lawyer serving 
as the 56th governor of New York since 2011. A member of the Democratic Party, he was 
elected to the same position his father, Mario Cuomo, held for three terms. He has served as 
Chair of the National Governors Association since August 2020.
◻fight off:  to stop someone who is trying to attack you; If you fight off something, for 
example an illness or an unpleasant feeling, you succeed in getting rid of it and in not letting 
it overcome you.
・This new drug is supposed to fight off infection. 

・All day she had fought off the impulse to phone Harry.

◻along racial lines: separated by race even if there’s no physical separation; segregated
・Do black Americans really vote along racial lines?

・Even eyewitnesses and jurors divided along racial lines.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/seen_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/public_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mention_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/newspaper
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/appear
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/television
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/politician
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/administration
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/criticize
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/crisis
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/also
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/facing
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/serious
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/criticism
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_politician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_caucus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_Democratic_Caucus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_Democratic_Caucus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernie_Sanders_2016_presidential_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernie_Sanders_2020_presidential_campaign
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/busy_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/doing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/unimportant
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/dealing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/important
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/concert
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/feature_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Governors_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mario_Cuomo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Governors_Association
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/trying
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fight
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/example
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/illness
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feeling
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/succeed
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/get
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rid
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/letting
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/overcome
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◻moment of silence: a short period of silent thought or prayer
・The crowd observed a moment of silence for those who died in the tragedy.

◻crisscross: to go across a place and back again many times, taking a different path each 
time; to move back and forth over
・crisscrossing the state on a bus

・students crisscrossing the field on their way to school

◻campaign swing: campaign trail; a quick trip through an area in which you make short 
visits to several places
・...a campaign swing through South Dakota and Texas.
◻opinion poll: It involves asking people's opinions on a particular subject, especially one 
concerning politics.
・An opinion poll showed that his popularity had dived by a third since the election. 

  
[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/back
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/forth
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/crisscross_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/state_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bus_1
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=campaign&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=trail&ref=awlj
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ask
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/subject
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/especially
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/concern
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/politics

