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Dozen troops 
removed amid 
inauguration 
vetting
January 20, 2021

A dozen members of the U.S. National 
Guard have been removed from duty 
helping secure the inauguration of 
President-elect Joe Biden after vetting, 
which included screening for potential 
ties to right-wing extremism, Pentagon 
officials said on Tuesday. 

1-1. As thousands of National Guard troops flood Washington, DC                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. the Pentagon is working feverishly to ensure                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. A dozen members of the U.S. National Guard have been removed from duty                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. which included screening for potential ties to right-wing extremism,                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. A Pentagon spokesman said the vetting                                                                                     

4. One Guard member was removed from duty after troubling text messages and                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Downtown Washington, DC,                                                                                                
5-2. fenced off and                                                                                                                        
　
6. The level of precaution this year                                                                                                

7. People are restricted from entering a vast area                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. The National Mall - which during inaugurations of the past                                                   
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8-2. this year will be closed to the public due to threats of violence                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. Another unprecedented element of this year’s festivities                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. President Donald Trump                                                                                                          

11-1. And despite being welcomed to the White House                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-2. Trump and his wife Melania are not expected                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Instead, Trump is planning to leave for his Mar-a-Lago resort, Wednesday morning,
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-1. When Biden is sworn in,                                                                                                             
13-2. still showing its wounds                                                                                                     

14-1. And he - unlike the many before him -                                                                                
14-2. but in front of nearly 200,000 flags, set up on the huge stretch of grass,                                   
 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
14-3. to represent the thousands                                                                                                     

[Vocabulary]
□flood: to arrive in overwhelming amounts or quantities; to move into or fill in large 

numbers or amounts

・Enquiries flooded in from all over the world. 

・The TV station was flooded with complaints.

□vetting: the act of making a prior examination and critical appraisal of (a person, 

document, scheme, etc) 
・We are introducing new security vetting procedures.

・I ought to have called on you to do my positive vetting for me.

□screen: to get information in order to decide whether someone is appropriate for 

something, for example a job; When an organization screens people who apply to join it, it 
investigates them to make sure that they are not likely to cause problems. 
・They will screen all their candidates.

・All potential foster parents are carefully screened.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/station_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/flooded
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/complaint
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/prior
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/critical
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/appraisal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/scheme
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/positive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/join
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/investigate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/likely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/potential_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/foster_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/parent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/carefully
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/screen_2
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□extremism: a tendency to have beliefs or opinions that are considered to be extremely 

unreasonable by most people
・Greater demands were being placed on the police by growing right-wing extremism.

・The Egyptian government is contributing to this rise in extremism also.

□Pentagon: the United States military establishment; The Pentagon is the main building of 

the US Defense Department, in Washington. The US Defense Department is often referred 
to as the Pentagon. 
・Rumors of American involvement have been denied by the Pentagon.

・There was disagreement between the President and the Pentagon over the new military 

budget.
□go beyond something: to refer to, deal with, or include more things than something

・The British representative argued against any major changes that would go beyond the 

1992 Treaty.
・The report concluded that the governor had gone beyond the purview of her office in the 

way she handled the incident.
□text message: a written message that you send using a mobile phone

・His phone dinged, and he pulled it out to see the odd text message. 

・Jule’s text message brought him back to the unpleasant task ahead of him.

□tip line: Many law enforcement agencies maintain a tip line to enable citizens to report 

suspicious activities generally, or to provide information about a particular crime currently 
under investigation.
・Here's a picture of him right now with the tip-line numbers.

・Everybody, the tip-line, if you can help us tonight solve the mystery of 10-year-old Holly 

Piirainen, is 413-747-4810.
□fence off: to separate someone or something from something else with a fence or barrier.

・We fenced off the children from the rest of the yard.

・There have been several calls to fence off the hole.

□precaution: something done to protect people or things against possible harm or trouble; 

an action that is intended to prevent something dangerous or unpleasant from happening.
・Please put on your seat belt as a precaution. 

・Extra safety precautions are essential in homes where older people live.

□Secret Service: the United States intelligence agency that protects current and former 

presidents and vice presidents and their immediate families and protects distinguished 
foreign visitors 
・The Kennedy assassination spotlighted the bravery of two Secret Service agents.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/main
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/washington
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rumor
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/involvement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deny
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/pentagon
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/refer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deal_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/include
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/representative_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/argue
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/major_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/change_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/treaty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/intended
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/prevent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happening
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・They found Clinton lying on the ground being comforted by Norman and a Secret Service 

agent.
□National Mall: a national park, is a famous 2-mile long tree-lined, pedestrian-friendly 

boulevard in Washington, D.C. stretching from the Capitol Building in the east to the 
Lincoln Memorial and Potomac River on the west.
□host: to arrange a special event and provide the area, buildings, equipment, or services 

needed for it 
・Tonight she hosts a ball for 300 guests.

・Sydney hosted the Olympic Games in 2000.

□festivities: events that are organized in order to celebrate something 

・The festivities included a huge display of fireworks.

・Festivities include a parade and an open-air concert.

□in attendance: present at an event, meeting, etc. 

・Everyone in attendance voted in favor of the measure.

・A number of celebrities were in attendance.

□swearing-in: a ceremony at which a person is admitted to office by taking a formal oath.

・An excited crowd of roughly 21,000 came to see the swearing-in, even if most would not 

be able to hear the inaugural address.　　
・The sheer magnitude of the number of participants witnessing the Obama Swearing-In 

Event most assuredly distinguishes it from any other I have witnessed in my experiences 
dating back to 1976.
□first family: the U.S. president and their spouse and children.

・The U.S. Secret Service is charged with protecting the president and the first family.

・During Barack Obama's presidency, Robinson was living in the White House in support 

of the First Family.
□pageantry: the traditional features of formal ceremonies, for example special clothes, 

music, and decorations; People use pageantry to refer to the colourful and formal things that 
are done for special official or royal occasions, for example the wearing of special clothes 
and the playing of special music. 
・...is a 1967 film about the marriage of England's King Arthur to Guinevere, played out 

amid the pageantry the of Camelot.
・Once the “pageantry” and victory parade sequences of the race were finished, Wyler did 

not visit the chariot race set...
□a sea of: large amount of something 

・Lost in a sea of people

・The crowd stood under a sea of brightly colored umbrellas.

https://wikitravel.org/en/Washington,_D.C.
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/host_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/game_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/organize
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/celebrate
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/festivity
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/include
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/parade_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/open-air
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/concert
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/spouse
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/colourful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/formal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/do
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/special
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/official
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/royal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/occasion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/example
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/wear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/clothe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/play
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/music
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□stretch: an area of land or water; a stretch of road is a length or area of it

・a deserted stretch of road

・…a long stretch of beach with fine white sand.

□Lincoln Memorial: a US national memorial built to honor the 16th President of the 

United States, Abraham Lincoln. It is on the western end of the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., across from the Washington Monument, and is in the form of a 
neoclassical temple.
□Capitol dome: the dome situated above the rotunda of the United States Capitol. The 

dome is 288 feet (88 m) in height and 96 feet (29 m) in diameter.  It was designed by 
Thomas U. Walter, the fourth Architect of the Capitol, and constructed between 1855 and 
1866 at a cost of $1,047,291 (equivalent to $14.8 million in 2019).

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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