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Japan declares state 
of emergency
April 07, 2020

April 07, 2020

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Tuesday declared a state of emergency to fight new 
coronavirus infections in major population centers and unveiled a stimulus package he 
described as among the world's biggest to soften the economic blow.

1. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe declared a state of emergency on Tuesday (April 7), 
giving authorities more power to stop its coronavirus outbreak.

2. It means authorities can do more to pressure people to stay at home and businesses to 
close, although there are few penalties in most cases.

3. So, enforcement will rely more on peer pressure and respect for authority.

This was Abe on Tuesday:
JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER, SHINZO ABE, SAYING:
"If we can reduce social contact between people by at least 70 percent, or possibly by 80 
percent, we can ensure the virus peaks in two weeks and that number will decrease.”

4. The state of emergency will last through to May 6 and will be imposed in Tokyo, and six 
other prefectures - accounting for about 44% of Japan's population.

5. It also comes with a stimulus package worth 108 trillion yen - equal to 20% of Japan's 
economic output.

6. Japan has been spared of major outbreaks seen in other global hot spots, but a recent, 
steady rise in infections in Tokyo, Osaka and other areas led to growing calls for Abe to 
announce a state of emergency.

7. But he has stressed that the state of emergency will stop short of imposing a formal 
lockdown as seen in other countries.

8. One of Japan's most prestigious hospitals also apologized for what they called an 
"unforgivable blunder" after 40 trainee doctors attended a Tokyo party - and 18 
subsequently tested positive for the coronavirus.


