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25 killed in one of 
Rio's most violent 
police raids
MAY 07, 2021

At least 25 people were killed in a 
shootout between suspected drug 
traffickers and police in Rio de Janeiro on 
Thursday, one of the state's deadliest 
police raids, police said.

1. At least 25 people were killed in a violent shootout in Rio de Janeiro on Thursday,              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. TV images showed drug traffickers                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. running across rooftops                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. Forcing residents to shelter in their homes,                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. The state has long suffered                                                                                                          

5-1. Police said the victims included                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. which dominates life in the slum,                                                                                              

6. Police said in addition to drug trafficking, the gang robbed trucks of cargo                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. At a news conference on Thursday,                                                                                           
7-2. including a machine gun, six assault rifles,                                                                          

8. Human rights groups                                                                                                                    
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9-1. Amnesty International lambasted                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. in an impoverished neighborhood                                                                                         

10-1. According to Human Rights Watch, Rio police has killed over 450 people in raids             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. and at least                                                                                                                           

11. That’s despite a Supreme Court ruling prohibiting these operations during the pandemic, 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12-1. Rights groups say that Rio's prosecutors                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
12-2. and have called  　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　     　                                                                                             

Residents take pictures of blood on the street after a police operation targeting 
suspected drug traffickers in the Jacarezinho favela of Rio de Janeiro on Thursday
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[Vocabulary]
1. shootout: a fight involving shooting small arms with the intent to kill or frighten
・He had a brief shootout with police, refused their orders to surrender, and fatally shot 

himself.
・Jack Bauer collapses after a lengthy shootout and tries to shoot Kingsley, but finds that 

his gun has no ammunition in it.
□deadly: able or likely to kill people; If something is deadly, it is likely or able to cause 

someone's death, or has already caused someone's death. 
・Passive smoking can be deadly too.

・The authorities are looking into last week's deadly gas explosions.

□police raid: a visit by police, often in the early morning or late at night, with the aim of 

using the element of surprise in an attempt to arrest suspects believed to be likely to hide 
evidence, resist arrest, be politically sensitive, or simply be elsewhere during the day. 
・He was captured in a police raid on an apartment.

・an exchange of fire during a police raid.

□drug trafficker: someone that trades in illegal drugs 

・Officials say that drug traffickers were fighting back against attempts by police to crack 

down on criminal activity.
・Wilson locates a warehouse used by the drug trafficker and questions the men there.

□Jacarezinho: a Brazilian neighborhood and also a favela with more than 60,300 residents 

living in an area of 40 ha. The place is located in the North Zone of Rio de Janeiro city, and 
it borders the neighborhoods of Jacaré, Méier, Engenho Novo and Triagem. It is the third 
largest favela in Rio de Janeiro, only behind Rocinha and Complexo do Alemão. 
□armored vehicle: a vehicle that is protected by armor plate; an armored vehicle, such as a 

tank or a car for an important person, is covered with layers of hard metal to protect it from 
attack　
・National Guard troops raced through the area in armored vehicles dodging sniper fire 

and shooting at shadows.
・Row upon row of firearms, launchers, explosives, armored vehicles.

□shelter: to stay in a place where you are protected from danger 

・...a man sheltering in a doorway.

・Twelve Cubans left the embassy after sheltering there for several days.

□firefight: a battle in a war which involves the use of guns rather than bombs or any other 

sort of weapon
・U.S. Marines had a firefight with local gunmen this morning.

・For four hours there was an intense firefight.
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□hold up: to rob at gunpoint or by means of some other threat　
・An armed robber held up the bank last week.

・Do you think you would recognize the guy who held you up at gunpoint?

□commuter train: a train that people use to get to and from work; a passenger train that is 

ridden primarily by commuters 
・There have been proposals to offer a commuter train service.

・Both locomotives, the leading car of the commuter train, and seven cars of the freight 

train were derailed.
□arsenal: a large collection of weapons and military equipment

・They possess a formidable arsenal of rifles, machine guns, landmines and teargas.

・Soon, it would control all of the nuclear arsenal of the United States.

□assault rifle: a firearm that is capable of firing multiple rounds in a very short period; A 

rifle that has a detachable magazine and is capable of both automatic and semiautomatic 
fire, designed for individual use in combat.
・In modern Switzerland every able-bodied male must keep an 

‘Assault rifle’ in his home, and train in its use.
・Best's claim is mostly accurate: All but one of the shootings involved the use of at least 

one AR-15-style assault rifle.
□grenade: a small bomb that can be thrown by hand; a hand grenade

・A hand grenade was thrown at an army patrol.

・And I take full responsibility for the grenade incident.

□bloodbath: a period of fighting in which a lot of people are killed or injured 

・The threat of a further bloodbath hangs over the people of the region.

・I fear there will be a bloodbath.

□Amnesty International: an international organization founded in Britain in 1961 that 

works to secure the release of people imprisoned for their beliefs, to ban the use of torture, 
and to abolish the death penalty
・Media pressure began building up, with calls from organizations such as Amnesty 

International.
・The company also made alliances with Greenpeace and Amnesty International.

□lambaste: to criticize someone severely, usually in public

・And you can be sure that when the referee cheats our boys, I'll be ready to lambaste him.

・His first novel was well and truly lambasted by the critics.

□reprehensible: very bad and deserving to be criticized　　
・Mr. Cramer said the violence by anti-government protestors was reprehensible.
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・This behavior is unacceptable and is morally reprehensible.

□impoverished: poor enough to need help from others; very poor

・one of the most impoverished suburbs of the city

・an attempt to lure businesses into impoverished areas

□Human Rights Watch: an international non-governmental organization, headquartered in 

New York City, that conducts research and advocacy on human rights.  The group pressures 
governments, policy makers, companies, and individual human rights abusers to denounce 
abuse and respect human rights, and the group often works on behalf of refugees, children, 
migrants, and political prisoners. 
□raid: an action by police officers in which they suddenly enter a place in order to arrest 

people or search for something such as illegal drugs  
・The drugs were found during a police raid on the house.

・23 people were arrested and large quantities of heroin were seized in a dawn raid.

□pandemic: (of a disease) existing in almost all of an area or in almost all of a group of 

people, animals, or plants
・They prayed for an end to pandemic disease throughout the world.

・Experts estimated pandemic influenza might kill between 89,000 and 207,000 people in 

the United States.
□oversee: to watch something in order to check that it works or happens in the way that it 

should
・...the agreement to set up a commission to oversee the peace process.

・the government agencies that oversee the airline industry

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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