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Biden calls pro-
Trump rioters 
‘domestic 
terrorists’
January 08, 2021

President-elect Joe Biden said on 
Thursday that President Donald Trump 
incited Wednesday's violence at the 
U.S. Capitol, calling it one of the 
darkest days in the history of the 
country and an assault on democracy.

1. In a blistering speech one day after pro-Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol in an 
unprecedented security breach,
U.S. President-elect Joe Biden said the perpetrators should be considered 'domestic 
terrorists’.

"Don't dare call them protesters. They were a riotous mob. Insurrectionists. Domestic 
terrorists. It's that basic. It's that simple.”

2. Biden called the chaotic day quote, one of the "darkest" in the history of the United States 
and blamed President Donald Trump for the rampage at the Capitol -- when Biden's very 
own election victory was meant to be ceremoniously confirmed in Congress, without 
incident.

"And I wish we could say, 'we couldn't see it coming'. But that isn't true. We could see it 
coming. The past four years we've had a president who's made his contempt for our 
democracy, our constitution, the rule of law, clear in everything he has done. He unleashed 
an all-out assault on the institutions of our democracy from the outset, and yesterday was 
but the culmination of that unrelenting attack.”

3.  Breaking his silence on the Capitol building siege, Trump posted a video on Twitter late 
on Thursday after his suspension on the platform was lifted, calling what happened on 
Wednesday a "heinous attack" and acknowledged that Joe Biden would be the next 
president but didn't mention him by name.
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TRUMP: "A new administration will be inaugurated on January 20th. My focus now turns 
to ensuring a smooth, orderly and seamless transition of power.  This moment calls for 
healing and reconciliation.

4. The change in tone was seen by some as an attempt to forestall a wave of resignations 
following the Capitol building chaos.

5. U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, the wife of Senate Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell, on Thursday became the first Trump Cabinet member to quit since Wednesday's 
events, joining a growing list of White House staff leaving in protest.


