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Carlos Ghosn 
hits out at 
Nissan execs 
and Japanese 
prosecutors
January 09, 2020

Fugitive ex-Nissan boss Carlos Ghosn made on Wednesday his first public comments since 
fleeing Japan for Lebanon, accusing Japanese prosecutors of brutal treatment and naming 
Nissan execs he said conspired against him.

FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
"For the first time since this nightmare began I can defend myself, speak freely.”

1. And                                                                                                                                            

1-1. In his first public comments since fleeing to Lebanon from Japan                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. attempted a point-by-point rebuttal of the charges against him                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. accused Tokyo prosecutors                                                                                                  

FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
“How can you be legal?”

1-4. and launched a blistering attack on the Japanese authorities and Nissan executives he 
says                                                                                                                                                 

FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
"I am here to clear my name and to pronounce clearly and emphatically something that was 
interpreted as a heresy in the Japanese judicial system. These allegations are untrue and I 
should have never been arrested in the first place.”

2-1. Ghosn said Nissan and Japanese authorities                                                                                            
2-2. one was a revenge                                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
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"Some of our Japanese friends thought the only way to get rid of the influence of Renault on 
Nissan is to get rid of me.”

3-1. Another, Ghosn said,                                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. to focus on his role as chairman at Mitsubishi - which                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. He identified the architects of his downfall at Nissan as Masakazu Toyoda,                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. Nissan’s ex-auditor Hidetoshi Imazu; and                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Toyoda, Imazu, Kawaguchi and Nissan officials                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. Ghosn fled Japan while awaiting trial                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. breach of trust and                                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

(SOUNDBITE) (English) FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
"Having endured more than 400 days of inhuman treatment in a system designed to break 
me and unwilling to provide me even minimal justice, I was left with no other choice but to 
protect myself and my family.”

7-1. Ghosn became most animated, however, when describing how he believes                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. falling behind in benchmarks                                                                                               
  
7-3. and failing to seize opportunities                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

FORMER NISSAN BOSS, CARLOS GHOSN, SAYING:
"But it's unbelievable. How can you lose that?”

8-1. The Tokyo prosecutors' office said Ghosn's allegations                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. and that one-sided criticism                                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻oust: to remove someone from a position of power, especially in order to take that 
position 
・The president was ousted in a coup last year.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/president_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/oust
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/coup
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/year
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・The committee wanted to oust him from the union.

◻fugitive: someone who has done something illegal and is trying to avoid being caught by 
the police; someone who is sought by law officers 
・a fugitive slave

・a fugitive debtor

◻point-by-point: detailed and deliberate; taking every point into consideration
・We have given your proposal a thorough point-by-point analysis.

◻rebuttal: a statement showing or saying that something is not true; a refusal to accept that 
something is true; denial 
・Egypt's foreign ministry quickly issued a rebuttal to this report.

◻charge: an official statement accusing someone of committing a crime
・They faced charges of conspiracy.

・He is now likely to face a murder charge.

◻aid: to aid a country, organization, or person means to provide them with money, 
equipment, or services that they need; to make it easier for someone to do something
・A list of technical terms is included here to aid the reader.

・The hunt for her killer will continue, with police aided by the army and air force.

◻blister: to defeat (a competitor) decisively; to attack verbally with great scorn or sarcasm
・The Senator blistered the administration in his speech on Friday.

◻executive: a senior manager in a business or other organization 
・a meeting with some of the company’s top executives

・He is an executive in charge of all product development for the company.

◻conspire: to secretly plan with someone to do something bad or illegal 
・He is accused of conspiring with three others to sell cocaine.

・Anyone suspected of conspiring against the regime was ruthlessly dealt with.

◻pronounce: to formally state an official opinion or decision 
・The court pronounced her innocent of all charges.

・Reagan would pronounce on issues that interested him.

◻emphatically: very firmly and clearly
・Adams emphatically denied that the conversation ever took place.

◻heresy: an action or belief that is very different from things people usually do or believe 
and is considered wrong
・‘cutting capital gains taxes is heresy’

・It might be considered heresy to suggest such a notion.

◻judicial system: the system of law courts that administer justice and constitute the 
judicial branch of government

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/committee
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wanted
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/union
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deliberate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/consideration
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/face_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/charge_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conspiracy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/likely_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/face_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/murder_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/list_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/technical
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/term_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/included
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/reader
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/attack
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/scorn
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sarcasm
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/meeting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/executive_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accuse
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conspire
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sell_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/cocaine
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/suspected
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conspire
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/regime
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ruthless#ruthless__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/dealt
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/court_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/pronounced
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/innocent_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/charge_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/issue_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/interested
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deny
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conversation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/took
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/place_1
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◻allegation:a statement that someone has done something wrong or illegal even though 
this has not been proved
・The senior government official was criticized for not properly responding to the 

allegation that he sexually harassed his secretary. 
・The congressman faces a new challenge as fresh allegation arose that he misused public 

money.
◻collude: to work secretly with someone to do something dishonest
・He was accused of colluding with his brother in the deal.

◻alliance: an arrangement between two or more people, groups, or countries by which they 
agree to work together to achieve something 
・an alliance between conservative Democrats and moderate Republicans

・Independent companies are encouraged to form strategic alliances to help them compete.

◻Renault: a French multinational automobile manufacturer established in 1899.  The 
company produces a range of cars and vans, and in the past has manufactured trucks, 
tractors, tanks, buses/coaches, aircraft engines, and autorail vehicles.  In 2016 Renault was 
the ninth biggest automaker in the world by production volume.  By 2017, the Renault–
Nissan–Mitsubishi Alliance had become the world's biggest seller of light vehicles, 
bumping Volkswagen AG off the top spot.
◻downturn: a reduction in economic or business activity
・a severe economic downturn

・a sharp downturn in demand

◻fortune: a very large amount of money
・Jordan had inherited a considerable personal fortune from his uncle.

・Henry Ford made his fortune with the Model T.

◻identify: to recognize something and understand exactly what it is
・The reason of the error was identified.

・Several key problems have already been identified.

◻architect: the person who has the idea for something such as a plan or policy and makes 
it happen
・He was the chief architect of the country’s new economic policy.

◻downfall: a sudden loss of power, status, or success; something that causes the downfall 
of a person or group
・Overconfidence can be your downfall.

・His political ambition was his downfall.

◻independent director: a director (member) of a board of directors who does not have a 
material or pecuniary relationship with company or related persons. In the US, independent 
outsiders make up 66% of all boards and 72% of S&P 500 company boards, according to 
The Wall Street Journal.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accuse
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/collude
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/brother_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deal_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conservative_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/democrat_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/moderate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/republican_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/independent_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/encourage
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/strategic
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/alliance
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/help_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/compete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automotive_industry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autorail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automotive_industry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault%E2%80%93Nissan%E2%80%93Mitsubishi_Alliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault%E2%80%93Nissan%E2%80%93Mitsubishi_Alliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volkswagen_Group
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/severe
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/economic
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sharp_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/demand_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/inherited
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/considerable
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/personal_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/uncle
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ford_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/model_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/key_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/identify
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/chief_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/economic
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/policy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/cause_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/group_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/political
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ambition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%26P_500
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal
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◻special adviser: a person whose job is to give advice on particular topics to government 
ministers or officials. 
◻Cabinet: persons appointed by a head of state to head executive departments of 
government and act as official advisers
◻auditor: someone whose job is to officially examine the financial or tax records of a 
company, organization, or person to see that they are accurate
◻executive vice president: a vice president holding executive power; an executive officer 
ranking immediately below a president; may serve in the president's place under certain 
circumstances 
◻underreport: to fail to report (something, especially news or data) fully.
・Athletes are inclined to under-report their use of drugs.

◻breach: a failure to follow a law or rule; a failure to do something that you have 
promised to do or that people expect you to do
・breach of trust

◻misappropriation: the fraudulent appropriation of funds or property entrusted to your 
care but actually owned by someone else
◻minimal: extremely small in amount or degree, or as small as possible　
・If there is any delay, that delay will be minimal.

・A minimal amount of raw sewage goes into the harbor.

◻animated: lively or active 
・an animated conversation

◻fall behind: to hang (back) or fall (behind) in movement, progress, development, etc.; to 
make less progress or be less successful than other people who are doing a similar job or 
activity 
・My daughter is falling behind with her school work.

・She missed three weeks of class and fell behind in the course.

◻benchmark: an amount, level, standard, etc. that you can use for judging how good or 
bad other things are
・plans to set a new benchmark for salaries

◻profitability: the degree to which something is profitable, or the state of being profitable
・We have consistently increased turnover and increased profitability.

・Selling off assets should return the company to profitability.

◻Fiat Chrysler: an Italian-American multinational corporation and is the world's eighth 
largest auto maker. ... The company's portfolio includes automotive brands Abarth, Alfa 
Romeo, Chrysler, Dodge, Fiat, Fiat Professional, Jeep, Lancia, Maserati, and Ram Trucks. 
◻one-sided: something that is one-sided is unfair because it shows or considers only one 
aspect of something
・a one-sided account of the conflict

・Advertisements intentionally present a one-sided view.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/delay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/delay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/raw_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sewage
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/go_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/harbor_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conversation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/progress_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/successful
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/doing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/similar
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/activity
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/daughter_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/fall_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/school_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/plan_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/set_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/salary
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/consistently
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/increased
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/turnover
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/increased
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/selling
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/asset
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/return_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/account_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conflict_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/advertisement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/intentional#intentional__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/present_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/view_1
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◻criticism: comments that show that you think something is wrong or bad 
・He finds criticism of his team’s performance hard to take.

◻criminal justice system: the combination of courts and legal processes that deal with 
crime
・The criminal justice system needs a lot more reform.

・The criminal justice system needs to start sending out a much stronger message.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/find_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/team_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/performance
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/hard_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/criminal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/justice
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/need
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/lot
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reform
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/start
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/send
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/message

