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Israel 
airstrikes kill 
20 in Gaza, 
Palestinians 
say
May 11, 2021

Violent clashes over Jerusalem 
escalated dramatically on 
Monday with Gaza health 
officials saying at least 20 
people, including nine children, 
were killed by Israeli air strikes 
launched after Palestinian 
militant groups fired rockets 
close to Jerusalem.

1-1. Eyewitness video shows the white contrails of Israel's missile defense system                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. then moving to intercept Palestinian rockets                                                                               

2-1. Islamist militants                                                                                                                        
2-2. in what the Palestinian Hamas group said                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The rockets triggered air raid warnings,                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. There were no immediate reports                                                                                               

5. Retaliation from Israel                                                                                                             

6. In Gaza, the health ministry said at least 20 people, including nine children,                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Some of the injured were brought to this hospital in northern Gaza,                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. and a woman who lost her husband screamed                                                                             
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8-1. Israel’s military said it carried out strikes against armed groups,                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. after militants there crossed what Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-3. by firing on the Jerusalem area for the first time                                                                

"The terrorist organizations crossed a red line on Jerusalem Day and attacked us, on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. Israel will respond very forcefully.”

9. U.S Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Monday                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

”Needless to say we are very focused on the situation in Israel, West Bank, Gaza. Very 
deeply concerned about the rocket attacks that we are seeing now, that need to stop, need to 
stop immediately.”

10. Tensions                                                                                                                                      

11. Jewish groups are trying to evict Palestinian residents                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12-1. As Israel                                                                                                                                 
12-2. with marches marking its capture of eastern sections of the holy city                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
12-3. violence erupted at the Al Aqsa mosque, 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-1. The Palestinian Red Crescent Society said more than 300 Palestinians                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
13-2. who fired rubber bullets,                                                                                                       

[Vocabulary]
□contrail: a line of white steam left in the sky by an airplane flying very high  

・He looked out the window momentarily and saw a 737 leaving a contrail at 33,000 feet in 

the serene blue sky. 
・It is now almost impossible to look up and not see the contrail of one, or three.

□cut across: to go straight from one side of an area to another instead of going around; to 

pass through and divide something
・We can get to the house faster if we just cut across the front lawn.

・A huge ravine cuts across that swath of land.
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□intercept: to stop, catch, or take control of someone or something before they can get to 

the place they are going to　　　
・Gunmen intercepted him on his way to the airport.

・We intercepted a message sent from a business firm in Paris to The Hague.

□Gaza Strip: a coastal region at the southeastern corner of the Mediterranean bordering 

Israel and Egypt
・Approximately 500 protesters opposed to Israeli military actions in the Gaza Strip 

participated.
・There were demonstrations throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

□militant: someone who uses militant methods to achieve something 

・The militants might still find some new excuse to call a strike.

・Hamas shares the global ambitions of its fellow militant Islamists.

□barrage: an attack during which an army continuously fires guns, drops bombs etc. for a 

long time
・The artillery barrage on the city center was the heaviest since the ceasefire.

・The two fighters were driven off by a barrage of anti-aircraft fire.

□Hamas: a militant Islamic fundamentalist political movement that opposes peace with 

Israel and uses terrorism as a weapon; seeks to create an Islamic state in place of Israel; is 
opposed to the PLO and has become a leading perpetrator of terrorist activity in Israel; 
pioneered suicide bombing
・…Comparing Israeli forces to Hamas militants.

・Despite these problems, Israel has regularly tried to deter Hamas, Hezbollah, and other 

terrorist groups.
□air raid warning: an alarm that sounds to warn people when an air raid is expected  

・An air-raid warning sounded across the Serbian capital.

・If there's an air-raid warning, you'll have to go to the cellar.

□bomb shelter: a chamber (often underground) reinforced against bombing and provided 

with food and living facilities; used during air raids
・an underground bomb shelter

・The palace was a bomb shelter and 2,000 people lived there.

□retaliation: the act of doing something harmful or unpleasant to someone because they 

have done something harmful or unpleasant to you
・Police said they believed the attack was in retaliation for the death of a gang member. 

・There is always the risk of possible retaliation against peacekeeping soldiers.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/intercept
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/message_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/business
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/firm_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/alarm
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/warn
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/raid
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/expect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/palace
https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/n-for-n_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/risk_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/possible_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/peacekeeping
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/soldier_1
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□cross a red line: to cross a red line has even more drastic consequences than to cross a 

line in the sand, since red is the color of danger and blood.　　
・The use of chemical weapons in the conflict will cross a red line and trigger immediate 

intervention.
・Last August President Barack Obama said that the use of chemical weapons in Syria 

would cross a red line.
□Jerusalem Day: an Israeli national holiday commemorating the reunification of 

Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in the aftermath of the 
June 1967 Six-Day War. The day is officially marked by state ceremonies and memorial 
services. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel declared Jerusalem Day a minor religious holiday to 
mark the regaining of access to the Western Wall.
□Antony Blinken: (born April 16, 1962) is an American government official and diplomat 

serving as the 71st United States secretary of state since January 26, 2021. He previously 
served as deputy national security advisor from 2013 to 2015 and deputy secretary of state 
from 2015 to 2017 under President Barack Obama.
□take steps: to undertake measures (to do something) with a view to the attainment of 

some end
・We're currently taking steps to secure funding for the project before we announce it to the 

public.
・Following public outcry, the company has taken steps to rectify the discriminatory hiring 

practices.
□focused on: When a person is focused on something, they're paying attention to it.  ; 

focused all their attention on finding a solution to the problem.
・You need to be focused on you.

・Lately I've been focused on more things in front of me.

□West Bank: an area between Israel and Jordan on the west bank of the Jordan river; 

populated largely by Palestinians.　
・Clashes between Israeli forces and Palestinian militant groups in Gaza and the West 

Bank surfaced.
・There are now hundreds of thousands of Israeli settlers in the West Bank.

□evict: to expel from one's property or force to move out by a legal process

・They were evicted from their apartment.

・The landlord evicted the tenants after they had not paid the rent for four months.

□mark: to celebrate something; If you do something to mark an event or occasion, you do 

it to show that you are aware of the importance of the event or occasion. 
・The four new stamps mark the 100th anniversary of the British Astronomical Association.

・Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets to mark the occasion.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_holiday#New_Israeli/Jewish_national_holidays
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reunification_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reunification_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_City_(Jerusalem)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six-Day_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Rabbinate_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_secretary_of_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_National_Security_Advisor_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Deputy_Secretary_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/undertake
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/view
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/attainment
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/occasion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aware
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□capture: to get equipment or control of a place from your enemy during a war

・Rebel forces captured the village.

・Israel captured the West Bank of the River Jordan in 1967. 

□Al Aqsa: the mosque in Jerusalem, Israel, built in 691 ad by caliph Abd al-Malik: the 

third most holy place of Islam; stands on the Temple Mount alongside the al-Aqsa mosque　
・On July 20, 1951 King Abdullah of Jordan was assassinated while visiting the Al Aqsa 

Mosque. 
・On the morning of the attack, she told friends that she was cutting class to pray at the Al 

Aqsa Mosque.
□Palestinian Red Crescent Society: The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) was 

founded in 1968, by Fathi Arafat, Yasser Arafat's brother.　 It is a humanitarian organization 
that is part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. It provides 
hospitals, emergency medicine and ambulance services, and primary health care centers in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Its headquarters is in Ramallah, near Jerusalem.　
□stun grenade: a nonlethal grenade which is used to disturb the senses of enemies by its 

loud noise and its bright light
・The stun grenade produces blinding light and deafening noise.

・He threw a stun grenade at embassy guards before exiting the vehicle and running off.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rebel_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/force_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/capture_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/village_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fathi_Arafat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasser_Arafat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Red_Cross_and_Red_Crescent_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramallah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/nonlethal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/grenade
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disturb
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/enemy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/loud

