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WHO: Chinese 
coronavirus 'not 
yet' a global 
emergency
January 24, 2020

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) said on Thursday that 
the new coronavirus that has 
emerged in China and spread to 
several other countries does not 
yet constitute an international 
emergency but it was tracking 
its evolution "every minute”.

1-1. Despite mounting concern and                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　　　　　
1-2. the World Health Organization on Thursday said                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. to be                                                                                                                                    
 
2-1. Speaking in Geneva, the W-H-O director said,                                                                     
2-2. but it has not yet become                                                                                                       

3. It may yet                                                                                                                                    

4. The W-H-O announcement comes as China imposed                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Most public transport                                                                                                             
5-2. was suspended on Thursday and                                                                                             

6-1. Video obtained by Reuters                                                                                                     
6-2. where people have                                                                                                                  

7. Later on Thursday neighboring Huanggang, a city of about 7 million people,                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　



　　ＷＨＯが新型肺炎で緊急事態宣言見送り、感染力強いとの指摘も - 配布資料 　 ／2 4

8-1. Chinese health authorities say the newly-identified                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. and killed                                                                                                                               

9. Patients                                                                                                                                      

10. Airports across the globe                                                                                                         

11-1. While the W-H-O                                                                                                              
11-2. health officials speaking the World Economic Forum in Switzerland cautioned               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-3. it could be                                                                                                                              

 CLINICIAN SCIENTIST AND "WELCOME TRUST" DIRECTOR, JEREMY FARRAR, 
SAYING:
"Ten percent of people died in SARS. I suspect the mortality rate with this infection will be 
lower than that as it spreads to a much wider population.  So what we have is a broader 
infection with probably a less marked number of people, percentage of people dying.  But 
that is in some way from a pubic health perspective harder to deal with.”

12-1. American health officials said                                                                                                
12-2. but the treatment                                                                                                                   

[Vocabulary]
◻mounting: increasing, especially in a way that makes a situation worse 
・mounting anger/costs/debts

◻extraordinary: very unusual and surprising 
・The whole idea is most extraordinary.

・It’s extraordinary that no one disagreed with him.

◻World Health Organization: a United Nations agency to coordinate international health 
activities and to help governments improve health services 
◻outbreak: the sudden start of war, disease, violence, etc. 
・An outbreak of food poisoning led to the deaths of five people.

・the outbreak of war

◻impose: to introduce something such as a new law or new system, and force people to 
accept it
・They have imposed restrictions on trade with foreign companies.

・The judge imposed a fine of $500 on each of the defendants.

◻unprecedented: never having happened or existed before
・The government took the unprecedented step of releasing confidential correspondence.

・The stock market reached an unprecedented high level. 
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◻suspend: to officially stop something for a short time
・Operations at the plant have been suspended because of safety concerns.

◻stall: a large table used for selling things
・a flower/souvenir stall

◻panic-buying: the action of buying large quantities of a particular product or commodity 
due to sudden fears of a forthcoming shortage or price rise
・Panic buying is leading to 15–30 minute queues at almost all gas stations over here.

◻stock up on: to acquire an inventory (of something) in anticipation of future need or 
eventual use. 
・I hadn't stocked up on food, so I wasn't ready to feed Kate and her friends.

・We stocked up on bottled water and canned goods, so we should be fine during the storm.

◻Huanggang: a prefecture-level city in easternmost Hubei Province, China. It is situated 
to the north of the middle reaches of the Yangtze River and is bounded in the north by the 
Dabie Mountains and is named after Mount Huanggang.
◻lockdown: situation in which people stay in a locked indoor space during an emergency 
in order to remain safe 
・The lockdown has been in effect since October 1983.

・The university is on lockdown and nobody has been able to leave.

◻strain: a genetic variant or subtype of a microorganism (e.g., virus or bacterium or 
fungus). For example, a "flu strain" is a certain biological form of the influenza or "flu" 
virus.
・a strain of human flu virus

◻screen: to test someone to find out if they have a particular illness
・He recommends screening pregnant women for diabetes.

◻adopt: to decide to start using a particular idea, plan, or method　
・He decided to adopt a more radical approach to the problem.

・The company adopted a new wage plan. 

◻wait-and-see: to wait to find out what will happen before doing something.
・We will have to wait and see what happens.

◻wait-and-see approach:
◻World Economic Forum: The World Economic Forum (WEF), based in Cologny-
Geneva, Switzerland, is an NGO, founded in 1971.  The WEF hosts an annual meeting at 
the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort in Graubünden, in the eastern Alps region of 
Switzerland. The meeting brings together some 3,000 business leaders, international 
political leaders, economists, celebrities and journalists for up to five days to discuss global 
issues, across 500 public and private sessions. 
◻contagious: transmissible by direct or indirect contact with an infected person
・...a highly contagious disease of the lungs.

◻mortality: the number of deaths within a particular area, group, etc.
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・a decline in infant mortality

◻mortality rate: the ratio of deaths in an area to the population of that area
・The mortality rate has recently increased.

◻perspective: a sensible way of judging how good, bad, important, etc. something is in 
comparison with other things
・It is sometimes hard to understand someone else's perspective about a problem. 

・The device needs further improvement from a safety perspective. 

◻vaccine: a substance put into the body, usually by injection, in order to provide protection 
against a disease
・The vaccine didn't work well. 

・Many diseases have been prevented by vaccines.

◻underway: already started or happening 
・Rescue efforts are underway to find the lost climbers.

◻treatment: the process of providing medical care 
・medical/dental/psychiatric treatment

・These drugs are for the treatment of tropical diseases.

・She was undergoing treatment for breast cancer.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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