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U.S. company 
offers at-home 
hologram 
machines
August 08, 2020

Los Angeles-area company PORTL has created a machine that lets users talk in 
real time with an AI-powered hologram of another person.

1. Are you tired                                                                                                                                

2-1. A Los Angeles-area company                                                                                                
2-2.  that can beam AI-powered holograms                                                                                   

FOUNDER AND CEO OF PORTL, DAVID NUSSBAUM, SAYING: 
“Everybody, this is the new things.  What if you could stand opposite your loved ones and 
look at them in their eyes in their real human-sized form?”

3. The device made by PORTL                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Here’s                                                                                                                                          

5. Each PORTL device                                                                                                                   

6. It can be plugged                                                                                                                         

7-1. Anyone with a camera and a white background                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. in what CEO David Nussbaum                                                                                              

"So just to the left and to the right of my head are my head-level left and right stereo 
speakers, so that when I'm talking, the sound looks like or sounds like it's coming right out 
of my face.  Directly above my head is a camera that sees the audience that I'm being 
beamed in front of.  In real time, I can beam anywhere and this would give me the ability to 
hear, see and interact with the audience that I'm being beamed in front of.”

8-1. The machines are also equipped with technology                                                                 
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8-2. or relatives                                                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

”What is it like in Vietnam, Grandpa?

9. Prices for the machine start at $60,000,                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-1. The devices can also be equipped                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. to produce hologram recordings                                                                                           

11. Adding that to the current device                                                                                                                                                                                           

[Vocabulary]
◻zoom call: zoom video communication; It provides videotelephony and online chat 
services through a cloud-based peer-to-peer software platform and is used for 
teleconferencing, telecommuting, distance education, and social relations.  ◻phone-booth: 
booth for using a telephone
◻beam: to send radio signals or television pictures through the air using electronic 
equipment
・Pictures of the famine were beamed to television audiences all over the world.

・The interview was beamed live across the state. 

・The live satellite broadcast was beamed into homes across America. 

◻AI: ＝artificial intelligence; the use of computer technology to make computers and other 

machines think and do things in the way that people can
・They have built a system that uses artificial intelligence to help retailers predict what 

consumers want.
・Artificial intelligence is already helping research into cancer and brain diseases.

・These model cars have artificial intelligence and are controlled from your phone or 

tablet.
◻hologram: a special kind of picture that is three-dimensional (=does not look flat), 
especially one created using lasers; a three-dimensional photographic image created by laser 
beams
・With the use of the microphone, the hologram image will speak and move in real time.

・The 3 D hologram effect makes it look like a subject is sat with the pundits - when in fact 

they are elsewhere.
◻foot: a unit used for measuring length, containing 12 inches and equal to about 30 
centimeters
・The house is 275 feet above sea level.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Videotelephony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_chat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peer-to-peer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teleconference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telecommuting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distance_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_relation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/picture_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/famine
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/beam_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/television
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/audience
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/world
javascript:void(0);
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/technology
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/computer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/machine_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/think_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/build
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/help
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/predict
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/consumer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/want
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/already
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/helping
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/research
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/cancer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/brain
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disease
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/car
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/control
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/phone
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tablet
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/create
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/microphone
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/will
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/speak
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/move
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/real
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/d
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/effect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/look
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/like
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sat
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pundit
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fact
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/elsewhere
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/house_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/feet
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sea_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/level_1
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・We had over two feet of snow last night.

◻plug into: to connect a piece of equipment to an electricity supply or to another piece of 
equipment; to insert a part of some object into an outlet, socket, or some other receptacle, 
especially to make a mechanical or electrical connection
・First plug the keyboard into your computer.

◻outlet: a place on a wall where you can connect electrical equipment to the power supply; 
A receptacle, especially one mounted in a wall, that is connected to a power supply and 
equipped with a socket for a plug.
◻holoportation:  hologram + portation; Holoportation is a new type of 3D capture 
technology that allows high-quality 3D models of people to be reconstructed, compressed 
and transmitted anywhere in the world in real time.
◻in real time: without delay or hesitation; with no time intervening; If something is done 
in real time, there is no noticeable delay between the action and its effect or consequence.
・...Umpires have to make every decision in real time.

◻interact with: to converse with and exchange ideas with someone. 
・In act two, I want Terri to interact with Amy a little more. They act as if they never even 

met each other.
◻interaction: the activity of being with and talking to other people, and the way that 
people react to each other 
・I enjoy the constant interaction with people from other departments.

・The social network encourages social interaction between neighbours, making people 

aware of crime in their area.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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