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Trump says Iran 
'appears to be 
standing down'
January 09, 2020

President Donald Trump said on Wednesday the United States did not want to use its 
military power against Iran, in an apparent attempt to defuse a crisis over the American 
killing of Iranian military commander Qassem Soleimani.

1-1. In a national address,                                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. U.S. President Donald Trump on Wednesday said                                                                 
1-3. after a barrage of Iranian missiles                                                                                                  

U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP, SAYING:
"We suffered no casualties, all of our soldiers are safe, and only minimal damage was 
sustained at our military bases.”

2. And he suggested                                                                                                                         
U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP, SAYING:
"Iran appears to be standing down, which is a good thing for all parties concerned and a 
very good thing for the world.”

3-1. Tehran said it launched 15 ballistic missiles at bases in Iraq                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. in retaliation for a U.S. drone strike                                                                                        

4-1. Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. for the United States and said                                                                                               

5. Tehran’s foreign minister said Iran took "proportionate measures"                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. And Trump on Wednesday signaled a desire                                                                           

U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP, SAYING:
"The fact that we have this great military and equipment, however, does not mean we have 
to use it.  We do not want to use it. American strength, both military and economic, is the 
best deterrent.”
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7. The death of Major-General Qassem Soleimani                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. The White House said Trump ordered his killing                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. The administration has not yet produced evidence                                                                 
9-2. but blamed Soleimani                                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-1. American and European sources                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. that Iran's missiles                                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11-1. The threat of a military escalation emerged                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-2. prompting fears                                                                                                                      

12. But for now,                                                                                                                             

13-1. Trump on Wednesday also announced new sanctions and pledged                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
13-2. suggesting the two countries                                                                                                
13-3. to replace the old one                                                                                                              

U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP, SAYING:
"And we must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a 
safer and more peaceful place.”

14. Trump ended by saying the United States was ready                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary] 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
◻flank: to be at the side of something or someone 
・The president entered the room, flanked by his advisors.

◻barrage: an attack during which an army continuously fires guns, drops bombs etc. for a 
long time
・The enemy laid down a barrage of machine-gun fire as our platoon approached the 

bridge.
◻casualty: someone injured or killed or captured or missing in a military engagement 
・There were no reports of casualties from the attack.

・A small group of rebels inflicted heavy casualties on the government forces.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/president_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/enter
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/room_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/flank_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/report_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/casualty
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
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◻sustain: to experience loss, injury, damage, etc.
・One of the officers sustained minor injuries in the fire.

・Many farmers sustained crop damage during yesterday’s hailstorm.

◻stand down: Of police or military, to cease being prepared to engage in a violent conflict. 
・Forces on either side of the disputed territory are standing down after a peace treaty was 

signed this morning.
◻retaliation: the act of doing something harmful or unpleasant to someone because they 
have done something harmful or unpleasant to you
・Discrimination invites resentment, conflict, and retaliation. 

◻in retaliation for:
・The car bombings were apparently in retaliation for the arrest of the terrorists.

◻Ayatollah Ali Khamenei:  (born 19 April 1939) is a Twelver Shia Marja' and the second 
and current supreme leader of Iran, in office since 1989.  He was previously the president of 
Iran from 1981 to 1989. Khamenei is the longest serving head of state in the Middle East, as 
well as the second-longest serving Iranian leader of the last century.
◻proportionate: correct or appropriate in size, amount, or degree when considered in 
relation to something els 
・Republics will have voting rights proportionate to the size of their economies.

・The extra field cultivated meant a proportionate increase in work.

◻measure: an action that is intended to achieve or deal with something 
・Various measures were undertaken to prevent spread of avian flu.

◻de-escalate: to reduce the level or intensity or size or scope of  (a crisis, etc)
・de-: used with many verbs, nouns, and adjectives for giving a 

　　　　word the opposite meaning　
・decaffeinated coffee

・measures that will destabilize the economy

◻deterrent: something that makes people decide not to do something by making them 
realize that something unpleasant could happen to them
・The nuclear deterrent would be nullified by missile defenses.

◻outpouring: the act of expressing a strong emotion
・There was an extraordinary outpouring of grief following her death.

◻avert: to prevent something bad or harmful from happening
・Carnage was averted. 

◻imminent: likely or certain to happen very soon
・A flood is imminent as it's raining harder. 

・Many species of animal are in imminent danger of extinction.

◻administration: the government of a country
・The Bush administration is very different from ex-President Clinton’s.
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・The Clinton administration created over one million new jobs.

◻back up: to prove something is right 
・There is no evidence whatsoever to back up the claim. 

・All the evidence backs up her story.

◻intelligence assessment: the development of behavior forecasts or recommended courses 
of action to the leadership of an organization, based on wide ranges of available overt and 
covert information.
◻personnel: the people who work for a company or organization, or who are members of a 
military force
・Since 1954 Japan has never dispatched military personnel abroad.

◻emerge: to become known 
・Some disturbing rumors were beginning to emerge.

・It emerged that he had saved a child by donating his kidney.

◻prompt: to cause something to happen or be done 
・The Neo-Nazis' xenophobic slogans prompted the riot. 

・This revelation prompted the mayor’s resignation.

◻sanction: an official order to stop communication, trade, etc. with a country that has 
broken international law 
・economic/trade/international sanctions

・The U.N. Security Council has decided to continue its sanctions against Iraq. 

・The U.N. lifted economic sanctions against Iran.

◻replace: to get rid of someone or something, and to put a new person or thing in their 
place 
・We replaced our old computer with a latest brand-new one. 

・This light indicates when the ink cartridge must be replaced. 

◻embrace: to completely accept something such as a new belief, idea, or way of life 
・Most countries have enthusiastically embraced the concept of high-speed railroads.

・embrace peace

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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