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Japan declares 
its relaxed 
restrictions a 
success
May 26, 2020

Japan has lifted its state of emergency on the last remaining areas hit by coronavirus, but 
the economic impact has been harsh. It's pledging an unprecedented $1.86 trillion in 
stimulus to fight the recession that's now taken hold.

1. The Japanese government is declaring a success                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Japan never imposed the strict lockdowns seen in other countries,                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. On Monday Prime Minister Shinzo Abe lifted the state of emergency                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Japan has comparatively few deaths                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. The economic fallout                                                                                                                

6. It’s entered a recession and Abe's administration is pledging                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. That’s worth                                                                                                                             

8. Japan                                                                                                                                        

9. The recession has also hit                                                                                                         

10. Local media suggests                                                                                                             

11. Abe says his government will re-impose the state of emergency                                          
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12. And to be clear, although Japan took a softer approach than some countries                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13. With the emergency lifted, Tokyo itself                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

14. Movie theaters and others                                                                                                      

[Vocabulary]
◻impose: to introduce something such as a new law or new system, and force people to 
accept it 
・They have imposed restrictions on trade with foreign companies.

・The judge imposed a fine of $500 on each of the defendants.

◻voluntary effort: an effort from one's own volition for the welfare of other fellow beings. 
It involves an active participation of people in its endeavor of social and economic well-
being of the community.
◻lift: to officially end a rule or law that stopped someone from doing something
・They’re hoping to get the ban lifted by the end of the month.

・The European Commission has urged France to lift its ban on imports of British beef.

◻state of emergency:  a situation in which a government takes action to deal with an event 
such as a flood or a fire that is putting a lot of people in danger 
・A state of emergency has been declared.

◻fallout: the unpleasant effects of something that has happened 
・The fallout from the Asian financial crisis has continued to affect business.

・economic fallout  

・Any economic fallout from the bubble was very limited.

◻stimulus: anything that encourages something to happen, develop, or improve
・The Fed hopes that lower interest rates will be a stimulus to investment.

・We hope that the books will provide a stimulus for discussion.

◻package: a set of proposals or measures for dealing with something, such as a flood, 
earthquake, etc.
・a package of measures aimed at improving child welfare

・a debt-relief package

◻stimulus package: a set of actions by a government, bank, etc. that is intended to 
encourage activity and growth in the economy or in a particular industry or area
・Congress is debating a $100 billion stimulus package that includes tax breaks for 

businesses.
・The stimulus package includes $20 million to revive tourism in the region.
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◻approval rating: approval of a politician as shown by opinion polls 
・His approval ratings have slipped below 40 %.

・The president's approval rating remains high

◻hover: to be at or near a particular level without changing much
・Their total world sales hover around the 50,000,000 mark.

・That number have hovered at between 40％ and 50％.

・Gas prices are hovering near $3 a gallon. 

◻hover around: to position oneself near or around someone or something else; to linger 
near or around someone or something else.
・If you keep hovering around me like this, I'm going to put you to work setting the table!

・Summer temperatures hover around the mid 50s. 

◻to be clear: A phrase separated by a comma because you are trying to say you want to 
verify an idea. 
・To be perfectly clear, I’m not happy with your performance.

・Just to be clear, you want me to deliver the pizza after 4 PM?

・To be clear, when the boss says she’ll think about it, she really means no.

◻non-essential: not really necessary 
・Nonessential use of gasoline was forbidden during the war.

・non-essential business

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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