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Trump so far not 
planning to pardon 
himself
January 19, 2021

   U.S. President Donald Trump at this 
point is opting not to issue a pardon for 

himself as he prepares an expansive list of more than 100 pardons and commutations for 
release on Tuesday, a source familiar with the effort said.

1-1. U.S. President Donald Trump is preparing to issue more than 100 pardons                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. but one name                                                                                                                           　

2. That’s according to a source                                                                                                    

3. White House advisers have said Trump has privately debated with confidants                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. a move some administration officials have cautioned Trump against                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. The source, speaking on condition of anonymity,                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Many scholars have said                                                                                                         
5-2. because it violates the basic principle                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Others have argued that a self-pardon is constitutional because the pardon power                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Trump, the only president in U.S. history                                                                                
7-2. has been trying to head off a conviction in the Senate                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. The House of Representatives charged Trump last week                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

Former President Donald Trump: “We’re gonna walk down to the Capitol.”

8-2. after he urged his supporters to "fight" the results of the election                                         
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9. The pardons are expected to be issued on Tuesday,                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. He leaves on Wednesday morning                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. His term at the White House officially ends at noon Wednesday                                             

[Vocabulary]
□pardon: (noun) an official document granting forgiveness

・French presidential pardons often prove controversial.

・He was granted a presidential pardon last year.

  (verb)：to officially forgive someone for committing a crime and free them from prison; to 

give [grant] a person; If someone who has been found guilty of a crime is pardoned, they are 
officially allowed to go free and are not punished. pardon
・Hundreds of political prisoners were pardoned and released. 

・If Trump does not pardon Assange, President-elect Joe Biden’s Justice Department is 

lined up to determine how to proceed.
□commutation: the action of changing a punishment to one that is less severe; the 

reduction in severity of a penalty imposed by law  
・commutation of a death sentence

・He appealed for a commutation of his death sentence to life imprisonment.

□confidant: someone who you trust and can discuss your secrets and private feelings with 

・...a close confidant of the President.

・He is a trusted confidant of the President.

□administration official: an official of a bureaucracy

・He changed his position as a commissioned officer to become a public servant and an 

administration official.
・Earlier attempts to do this have resulted in threats to administration officials.

□anonymity: the condition or fact of being anonymous; a situation in which the name of a 

person who does something such as write a book or give information is not known or is kept 
secret　
・The informant spoke on condition of anonymity.

・the bustle and anonymity of a big city

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/official
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/document
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/prove
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/last
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/year
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/found
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/guilty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/officially
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/allow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/go
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/free
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/punish
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reduction
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/penalty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/impose
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/anonymous
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□preemptive: said or done before someone else has a chance to act or attack so that their 

plans or actions are prevented from happening 
・a preemptive marketing strategy

・preemptive pardon

□unconstitutional: not allowed or not legal according to the constitution of a particular 

country or organization
・Parliament has declared the elections unconstitutional.

・Women's rights groups argue that the ban is unconstitutional.

□pardon power: The president is given the power under the Constitution to "grant 

reprieves and pardons for offenses against the United States, except in cases of 
impeachment.”
・Presidential pardon power is significant, but it still has its limits.

・Trump is not the first president to use the pardon power to remedy what he sees as 

politically motivated prosecutions of his appointees and allies.
□word: to use words to express something in a particular way 

・If I had written the letter, I might have worded it differently.

・You could have worded your message a little more clearly.

□head off: to prevent the occurrence of; prevent from happening; If you head something 

off, especially something unpleasant, you take action before it is expected to happen in 
order to prevent it from happening.
・He would ask Congress to intervene and head off a strike.

・You have to be good at spotting trouble on the way and heading it off. 

□conviction: a decision by a court of law that someone is guilty of a crime; If someone has 

a conviction, they have been found guilty of a crime in a court of law. 
・He will appeal against his conviction.

・The man was known to the police because of previous convictions.

□skip: to avoid doing or having something; If you skip something that you usually do or 

something that most people do, you decide not to do it.
・It is important not to skip meals.

・Her daughter started skipping school.

□presidency: The presidency of a country or organization is the position of being the 

president or the period of time during which someone is president.
・Poverty had declined during his presidency.

・post-presidency

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/marketing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/strategy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/worded
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/message_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/little_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/clearly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/especially
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/expect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happening
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/found
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/guilty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/court
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/law
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decide
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/organization
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□Mar-a-Lago: Mar-a-Lago is a resort and national historic landmark in Palm Beach, 

Florida, built from 1924 to 1927 by cereal-company heiress and socialite Marjorie 
Merriweather Post. In 1985, Mar-a-Lago was purchased by Donald Trump for around $10 
million.
□Palm Beach: a resort town in southeast Florida on an island on the Atlantic coast

□swear in: to make someone give a formal promise in a law court or at an official 

ceremony; When someone is sworn in, they formally promise to fulfil the duties of a new 
job or appointment.  
・He was sworn in as president.

・Soon after the New Year, the new members of the House will come to Washington to be 

sworn in. 

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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