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World must 
consider 
coronavirus 
'public enemy 
number one' -
WHO
February 12, 2020

The World Health Organization asked countries to be "as aggressive as possible" in fighting 
the newly named COVID-19 coronavirus on Tuesday.

1-1. The World Health Organization has given                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. it’s now called COVID-19 - and asks                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. The death toll from the outbreak                                                                                                 

3. More people died on Monday                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Chinese authorities confirmed                                                                                                  

5. But - in a small sign of hope - they also said the number of reported cases                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. One expert in China                                                                                                                 
6-2. hopeful the epidemic would peak this month                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. The World Health Organization                                                                                              
7-2. and is reminding the public                                                                                                        

8. This was what                                                                                                                             

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION DIRECTOR-GENERAL, TEDROS ADHANOM 
GHEBREYESUS, SAYING:
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"This outbreak is testing us in many ways.  It is a test of political solidarity, whether the 
world can come together to fight a common enemy that does not respect borders or 
ideologies.  It is a test of financial solidarity, whether the world will invest now in fighting 
this outbreak or pay more later to deal with its consequences.  And it is a test of scientific 
solidarity. Will the world come together to find shared answers to shared problems?”

9. Infections outside China                                                                                                             

10. Inside China, the government is coming under increasing pressure                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. Dozens of health officials across China have lost their jobs                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Hubei province, the epicenter of the outbreak, announced                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13. The Communist Party boss of Hubei's health commission and its director                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

14. They were dismissed while public anger has simmered                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻number one: the person or thing that is first in order or importance  
・The team is number one in the regional game.

◻death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 
or a battle or a natural disaster
・The death toll from the tanker fire rose to 100.

・The death toll is expected to rise to over 500.

◻emerge: to appear, or to become recognized
・The details of the new plan are just now emerging.

・ Some disturbing rumors were beginning to emerge.
◻authorities:  the organization that is the governing authority of a political unit
・That’s the last thing they'd want with the authorities already breathing down their necks.

・My location manager will ask the authorities for permission to use the real thing.

◻case: an instance of a disease; a person with a disease
・a bad case of food poisoning

・He treated several cases of severe sunburn.

◻reported case:
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◻turning point:   an event marking a unique or important historical change of course or 
one on which important developments depend
・We are at a turning point.

・1956 marked a turning point in Franco’s political and personal life.

◻epidemic: a situation in which a disease spreads very quickly and infects many people
・We must prevent a flu epidemic this year.

◻peak: to reach the highest amount or level, before becoming lower
・Temperatures have peaked at over thirty degrees Celsius.

・Many athletes peak in their early 20s.

◻under control: Fig. manageable; restrained and controlled; not out of control
・The doctor felt she had the disease under control and that I would get well soon.

・I am trying to get my drinking problem under control.

◻solidarity: the support that people in a group give each other because they have the same 
opinions or goals
・The union demanded solidarity when its workers went on strike. 

・a need to create solidarity among the president’s top economic advisers

◻come together: to unite on a certain issue
・What will it take to for both sides to come together to finally agree on a contract?

・The Class of 1950 came together for a reunion in Florida. 

◻respect: to show that you understand the importance of something by not doing anything 
against it  
・Finally, trying to respect her wishes, I said I'd leave.

・Doctors must respect the wishes of their patients.

◻ideology: a system of ideas and principles on which a political or economic theory is 
based
・Some politicians have a very conservative ideology. 

・Marxist/socialist/revolutionary ideology

◻consequence: a result or effect of something
・She said exactly what she felt, without fear of the consequences.

・The consequence of such policies will inevitably be higher taxes.

◻infection: the process of becoming infected with a disease; 
a disease or other medical condition that is caused by bacteria or by a virus or a parasite
・The infection spread to his lungs.

・There are many things you can do to reduce your risk of infection.

◻handle: to take action in order to deal with a difficult situation
・The government was criticized for the way it handled the crisis.
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・We take pride in our reputation for handling claims in a speedy and efficient manner. 

◻contain: to prevent something harmful from spreading to other people or places
・Contain the rebel movement.

・Strong measures are urgently needed to contain the epidemic.

◻high-profile: often seen in public, mentioned in newspapers, or appearing on television
・In order to gain attention, attract investment, and stimulate the economy, big cities 

around the world try to win such high-profile events as the Olympics and the World 
Exposition. 
◻dismissal: an act of making someone leave their job
・The investigation led to five dismissals.

◻commission: a group of people that is officially put in charge of something or asked to 
find out about something
・The application was submitted to the commission through the proper channels. 

・The authorities have been asked to set up a commission to investigate the murders.

◻sack: to tell someone that they can no longer work at their job
・He had sacked the teacher as soon as he heard of her misconduct.

・An airport worker who was sacked for wearing a nose stud has won back her job.

◻unspecified: not mentioned, or not known
・She owes a large but unspecified amount of money.

◻dismiss: to force someone to leave their job
・Edwards claimed that he had been unfairly dismissed.

・He was dismissed for gross misconduct.

◻simmer: to be about to break out in rage or excitement; to be about to break out, as in 
anger, revolt, etc.; If a disagreement or negative emotion simmers, it grows slowly stronger 
over a period of time and could become more serious at any moment.
・She's been simmering with resentment ever since the meeting.

◻local authorities: an organization that is officially responsible for all the public services 
and facilities in a particular area; an administrative body in local government 
・You will need planning permission from your local authority.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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