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'Life-
threatening' 
winter storm 
batters U.S. 
Northeast
February 02, 2021

1-1. A major winter storm                                                                                                     
1-2. and could bring nearly two feet of snow to New York, Boston and several other cities
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"This is a dangerous, life-threatening situation.”

2. New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on Monday                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

“This is the real thing.”

3-1. Mayor Bill DeBlasio also declared a local state of emergency -                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. restricting non-essential travel                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"Blizzard conditions. Stay off the roads. Stay off the streets and sidewalks...   At the most 
intense points, you're going to see two to four inches of snow per hour.   That is extremely 
intense snow. That's blinding snow.”

4. The National Weather Service advised that 'treacherous' travel conditions                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. All flights from New York’s JFK and LaGuardia airports                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy on Monday                                                                         　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"…And if you're out right now, and you don't need to be out, safely find your way home. 
Lock the door, sit in the couch, and stay home until further notice. This is a huge storm.”
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7. Boston Mayor Marty Walsh                                                                                                      

“Boston could get between 12 to 18 inches of snow. Wind gusts could be as high as 45 to 50 
miles per hour… I encourage everyone to stay off the roads, if at all possible, from pretty 
much right now until tomorrow.”

8-1. The giant pandas at the Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington, D.C.                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. taking advantage Sunday                                                                                                    

9. But while the pandas are apparently having a great time                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. Meteorologists expect the storm to slowly move into northern New England Tuesday 
night                                                                                                                                                  

[Vocabulary]
□wallop: to hit someone or something very hard; to advance in a headlong rush 

・If I ever catch the rascal I'll really wallop him!

・My father used to wallop me if I told lies.

□Andrew Cuomo: Andrew Mark Cuomo (born December 6, 1957) is an American 

politician, author and lawyer serving as the 56th and current governor of New York since 
2011. A member of the Democratic Party, he was elected to the same position his father, 
Mario Cuomo, held for three terms. He has served as Chair of the  National Governors 
Association since August 2020.
□state of emergency: a situation in which a government takes action to deal with an event 

such as a flood or a fire that is putting a lot of people in danger; If a government or other 
authority declares a state of emergency in an area, it introduces special measures such as 
increased powers for the police or army, usually because of civil disorder or because of a 
natural disaster such as an earthquake. 
・A state of emergency has been declared.

・The State Governor declared a state of emergency the morning after the earthquake.

□the real thing: If you say that a thing or event is the real thing, you mean that it is the 

thing or event itself, rather than an imitation or copy.
・The counterfeits sell for about $20 less than the real thing.

・It's a synthetic material that looks like the real thing.

□Bill DeBlasio: (born May 8, 1961) an American politician serving since 2014 as the 

109th mayor of New York City. A member of the Democratic Party, he held the office of 
New York City Public Advocate from 2010 to 2013.
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De Blasio was born in Manhattan and primarily raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He 
graduated from New York University and Columbia University before a brief stint as a 
campaign manager for Charles Rangel and Hillary Clinton. 
□in-person: actually present; Physically present, as opposed to appearing or 

communicating via a medium such as video.
・I won't be able to give my full presentation via the video conference, so I've decided to 

attend the meeting in person.
・The attendees expected a video message from the president, but were thrilled when he 

arrived to deliver the address in person.
・in-person class

□put on hold: to pause, postpone, or suspend an activity

・We've had to put the sale on hold while we figure out why the website keeps crashing.

・Do you mind if we put date night on hold for a few weeks until we get done with this 

project at work?
□blizzard: a storm with a lot of snow and strong winds 

・Overnight the rain turns to snow, which turns into heavy blizzards.

・Over two fatal days, eight climbers died after a fierce blizzard hit the peak.

□blinding snow: heavy snow that you cannot see in front due to stormy weather

・On one end, rain clouds descended on the high mountains, and on the other, the bright 

sun glistened on the blinding snow.
・When we reach the top, nothing we had read could have prepared us for the blinding 

snow, the roaring wind that makes it impossible to hear each other.
□National Weather Service: the federal agency in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration that is responsible for weather forecast and preparation of weather maps
□treacherous: very dangerous, especially because the dangers are not obvious; If you 

describe someone as treacherous, you mean that they are likely to betray you and cannot be 
trusted.
・The President spoke of the treacherous intentions of the enemy.

・Is it wise to go out in this treacherous weather?

□suspend: to officially stop something for a short time; If you suspend something, you 

delay it or stop it from happening for a while or until a decision is made about it. 
・The union suspended strike action this week.

・Operations at the plant have been suspended because of safety concerns.

□Phil Murphy: (born August 16, 1957) is an American financier, diplomat and politician 

who has served as the 56th governor of New Jersey since January 2018. A member of the 
Democratic Party, he previously served as the United States Ambassador to Germany from 
2009 to 2013.
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□Marty Walsh: Martin Joseph Walsh (born April 10, 1967) an Irish-American politician 

from Boston, Massachusetts. A Democrat, he has served as the 54th mayor of Boston since 
2014. On January 7, 2021, it was announced that U.S. President Joe Biden selected Walsh to 
serve as the United States Secretary of Labor in the Biden administration.
□heed: to consider someone’s advice or warning and do what they suggest 

・Please heed my advice and stop smoking. 

・Chris would have been well advised to heed the old saying 'Never bite the hand that feeds 

you.’
□Smithsonian National Zoo: Always free of charge, the Smithsonian's National Zoo is 

one of Washington D.C.' s, and the Smithsonian's, most popular tourist destinations, with 
more than 2 million visitors from all over the world each year.
□hunker down: to take shelter; to seek refuge in a particular place or area.

・We hunkered down at home with some movies while the blizzard raged all weekend.

・The campers hunkered down in the cabin during the blizzard.

□dissipate: to gradually disappear by becoming less strong, or to make something do this

・The office boy tried to dissipate the smoke by opening a window of the meeting room.

・He wanted to dissipate his anger before making the next phone call.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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