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TikTok to 
challenge U.S. 
order in court - 
sources
August 23, 2020

TikTok is preparing to mount a legal 
challenge as early as Monday to 
President Donald Trump's executive 
order prohibiting transactions with the 
popular short video app and its Chinese 
parent ByteDance, according to people 
familiar with the matter.

1-1. TikTok, the popular video app used by teenagers,                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. to fight against an executive order from President Trump,                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. The legal challenge pertains                                                                                                   
2-2. prohibiting transactions between TikTok                                                                               

3-1. TikTok is planning                                                                                                                  
3-2. which relies on the International Emergency Economic Powers Act,                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-3. according to sources familiar with the plan,                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. TikTok will also contest a White House assertion                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. U.S. officials have expressed concern                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. President Trump is forcing the sale                                                                                             
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U.S. President Donald Trump: "But what we want is total security, but we have a deadline 
of September 15th. And it has to be proven to be totally secure. We don't want to have any 
information going into China.”

7. Microsoft and Oracle are in talks                                                                                                 

8. It is not clear                                                                                                                              

9. ByteDance, TikTok's parent declined to comment,                                                                   
                       

[Vocabulary]
◻TikTok: TikTok is a Chinese video-sharing social networking service owned by 
ByteDance, a Beijing-based Internet technology company founded in 2012 by Zhang 
Yiming. It is used to create short music, lip-sync, dance, comedy and talent videos of 3 to 15 
seconds, and short looping videos of 3 to 60 seconds.
◻go to court: to take legal action 
・He has so far said that he does not want to go to court.

・You wouldn't go to court without a lawyer.

◻executive order: an order from the president or a department or official of the U.S. 
government that has the same authority as a law
・The president issued an executive order banning such activities.

◻pertain: to be directly related to something
・They are trying to gather all the facts pertaining to this situation.

◻transaction: the action or process of buying or selling something; the process or activity 
of doing something, usually something related to business
・She had been involved in several suspicious transactions.

・Investors feel the company is entering into too many risky transactions.

◻ByteDance: ByteDance Ltd. is a Chinese multinational internet technology company 
headquartered in Beijing.  It was founded by Zhang Yiming in 2012. ByteDance is 
reportedly worth over US$100 billion as of May 2020.
ByteDance is the developer of the video-sharing social networking service Douyin 
(TikTok).
◻International Emergency Economic Powers Act: a United States federal law 
authorizing the president to regulate international commerce after declaring a national 
emergency in response to any unusual and extraordinary threat to the United States which 
has its source in whole or substantial part outside the United States.
◻due process: (law) In law, due process refers to the carrying out of the law according to 
established rules and principles; the correct way of dealing with a legal trial or other legal 
matters, that makes sure that people’s rights are protected
・The nub of his case is that the principles of fairness and due process were breached. 
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◻anonymity: a situation in which the name of a person who does something such as write 
a book or give information is not known or is kept secret
・The informant spoke on condition of anonymity.

・the bustle and anonymity of a big city. (=where people do not know each other) 

◻file: to take official action, for example to make an official complaint
・The family has filed a lawsuit against the company.

・A number of them have filed formal complaints against the police.

◻assertion: a definite statement or claim that something is true 
・The accuracy of the assertions was challenged.

・There is no scientific evidence to support the assertions.

◻Oracle: an American multinational computer technology corporation headquartered in 
Redwood Shores, California. The company sells database software and technology, cloud 
engineered systems, and enterprise software products—particularly its own brands of 
database management systems. In 2019, Oracle was the second-largest software company 
by revenue and market capitalization.
◻file a lawsuit: to start a process by which a court of law makes a decision to end a 
disagreement between people or organizations
・When the newspaper refused to admit that the story was false, the actor filed a lawsuit 

against the publisher.
◻decline: to say politely that you will not accept something or do something
・The mayor declined to comment on the rumors.

・He offered the boys some coffee. They declined politely. 

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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