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Fake soldier 
photo spurs 
new China-
Australia fury
December 01, 2020

Australia's Prime Minister said a "truly repugnant" fake image of an Australian soldier 
posted on a Chinese official's Twitter account should be taken down, amid deteriorating 
relations between the two countries.

1-1. Relations between China and Australia 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. after Prime Minister Scott Morrison demanded a fake image 　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Morrison called a media briefing to condemn the post                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. and said Canberra was seeking                                                                                              

"The post made today, the repugnant post made today 
of an image, a falsified image of an Australian soldier threatening a young child with a 
knife, posted made on an official Chinese government Twitter account, posted by the 
Deputy Director  General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Lijian Zhao, is truly 
repugnant. 
It is deeply offensive to every Australian, every Australian who has served in that uniform, 
every Australian who serves in that uniform today.”

3. But China                                                                                                                                      

4-1. The country's foreign ministry spokeswoman                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. “It is the Australian government who should feel ashamed                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Australia has told 13 special forces soldiers                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. on alleged unlawful killings in Afghanistan,                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. Morrison said that Australia had established                                                                          
6-2. for investigating the allegations                                                                                               
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7. Australia’s relationship with China has deteriorated                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□take a hit: to be criticized; to be badly affected in some way; to suffer heavy losses or be 

badly affected (by something)
・The region's economy will take a hit if the airbase is closed.

・Our team will take a hit if the ban on athletes from other countries is maintained by the 

state athletics association.
□post: to put information on the Internet; to put information or a message where the public 

can see it, for example on a wall
・She has posted photographs on bulletin boards.

・This list will be posted on Times Online.

□take down: to remove something that was previously put up or put in place; to remove 

something from the internet or a website 
・It must be time to take down the holiday decorations.

・This will take down all 99 pins at once.

□repugnant: extremely unpleasant or offensive; If you think that something is horrible and 

disgusting, you can say that it is repugnant.
・repugnant language

・The Committee said his actions were improper and repugnant.

・He impugned Wilde's works as morally repugnant and designed to corrupt the upbringing 

of the youth.
□falsify: to change something deliberately in order to trick people; If someone falsifies 

something, they change it or add untrue details to it in order to deceive people.
・She admitted she falsified records.

・The charges against him include fraud, bribery, and falsifying business records.

□Director General: the person in charge of a large organization; a chief executive or 

administrator placed in overall charge of a bureau, department, or agency especially in a 
national government or organization with international orientation 
・His position combined the previous positions of president and director general.

・The zoo is managed by an executive team led by Dr Mark Pilgrim, the director general.

・Deputy Director General  

□Lijian Zhao: (born November 1972) is a Chinese politician and the deputy director of the 

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Information Department. He is the 31st spokesperson 
since the position was established in 1983. He joined the foreign service in 1996 and has 
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served primarily in Asia. Zhao gained notoriety during his time serving in Pakistan for his 
outspoken use of Twitter, a social network website that is blocked within China. He has 
been identified as a prominent leader of the new generation of "China's 'Wolf Warrior' 
Diplomats." 
□stand firm: to refuse to abandon one's opinion or belief 

・Jones is urging Christians to stand firm against abortion. 

・Stand firm on your decision and you're more likely to get the result you want.

□Hua Chunying: (born April 1970) is a Chinese diplomat, the spokesperson of China, and 

the director of the Foreign Ministry Information Department of China. Hua is the fifth 
spokeswoman and 27th spokesperson since the position was established in the ministry back 
in 1983. 
□dismissal: an act of making someone leave their job  

・...Mr Low's dismissal from his post at the head of the commission.

・The investigation led to five dismissals.

□allegation: a statement that someone has done something wrong or illegal even though 

this has not been proved　
・The company has denied the allegations.

・Allegations of brutality and theft have been levelled at the army.

　
[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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