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China 
announces 
families can 
have three 
children
June 03, 2021

China announced on Monday that married couples may have up to three children, a major 
policy shift from the existing limit of two after recent data showed a dramatic decline in 
births in the world's most populous country.

1-1. In a major policy shift,                                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. up                                                                                                                                             

2. This comes off the back of the country                                                                                     

3-1. The change was approved                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. the official news agency                                                                                                           

4. Earlier this month, China's once-in-a-decade census                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. In a poll online                                                                                                                        
5-2. about 29,000 of 31,000 respondents                                                                                       
5-3. while the remainder chose the options                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-4. to “I'm hesitating                                                                                                                     

6. That poll                                                                                                                                      

7. Reactions to the announcement                                                                                                   

(SOUNDBITE) (Mandarin) 30-YEAR-OLD TOURIST AND PARENT OF ONE CHILD, 
GAN YUYANG (LEFT), SAYING
"If there are conditions then we'd have more kids. Nowadays young people have to buy a 
house. This amount of pressure is already huge. And then you have to consider the cost of 
education. I think this sort of policy will be difficult to implement.”
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8-1. China abolished                                                                                                                         
8-2. and began allowing couples                                                                                                   
 
9. But the cost of raising children in Chinese cities                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. The policy change includes "supportive measures”                                                               

11. Meanwhile shares in birth-and-fertility-related companies                                                                  

[Vocabulary]
□shift: a change in something, for example in someone’s ideas or opinions 

・Companies were reacting too slowly to shifts in consumer demand.

・There has been a recent shift toward hiring more people with good writing skills.

□policy shift: a change in the way people think about something, in the way something is 

done etc 
・Saudi Arabia has begun a major policy shift to respond to low oil prices.

・But a decisive foreign-policy shift has not occurred – nor will one occur in the near 

future.
□politburo: the main committee of a Communist party that is responsible for making 

policy
・The Politburo wanted nothing to do with us, even though we had saved them.

・The highest body of the party is the Politburo.

□Xinhua: The government news agency of the People's Republic of China.

・The state news agency Xinhua said an unknown number of residents were affected.

・On 19 July 2009, Xinhua news reported that Hamas had arrested two members of islamic 

jihad firing mortars at Israeli forces.
□census: A census is an official survey of the population of a country that is carried out in 

order to find out how many people live there and to obtain details of such things as people's 
ages and jobs.　
・For the first time the national census of 2001 asked a question about religious allegiance.

・I also happen to like studying the information the census has provided over the decades.

□poll: opinion poll; an occasion when a lot of people are asked what they feel about 

something, usually by a company paid by a political party, television program, etc. 
・At least 60 per cent of the country wants the strikers to win, polls show.

・We are doing a weekly poll on the prime minister and clearly his popularity has declined. 
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□respondent: someone who answers questions, especially on a questionnaire (=a set of 

written questions) or for an opinion poll 
・60 percent of the respondents said they disapproved of the president's performance.

・64 percent of respondents reported side effects from the drug.

□option: something that you can choose to do in preference to one or more alternatives 

・What other options do you have?

・She had no option but to admit the truth.

□Weibo: Chinese social network company known for the microblogging website Sina 

Weibo. It is based in Beijing, China.
・It posting on Weibo called for boycott of this movie.

・Weibo is the most visited such site in China.

□implement: to make something such as an idea, plan, system, or law start to work and be 

used 
・The government promised to implement a new system to control financial loan 

institutions.
・If such measures were implemented, the problems could be overcome in twelve months.

□abolish: to officially get rid of a law, system, practice, etc.　
・The following year Parliament voted to abolish the death penalty for murder.

・The whole system should be abolished.

□deter: to make someone decide not to do something; discourage; to prevent someone 

from doing something or to make someone less enthusiastic about doing something by 
making it difficult for that person to do it or by threatening bad results if they do it
・Supporters of the death penalty argue that it would deter criminals from carrying guns.

・High prices are deterring many young people from buying houses.

□fertility: a woman’s ability to have babies

・My 25-year-old partner has had her fertility tested too and she is OK.

・Jean had been receiving fertility treatment.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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