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We were wrong': 
NFL 
commissioner 
regrets stance on 
player protests
June 07, 2020

National Football League (NFL) 
Commissioner Roger Goodell said 
the league made mistakes in not 
listening to players, in a video on 
Friday denouncing racism in the 
United States amid widespread 
protests over police brutality 
against black people.

1. A stunning about-face                                                                                                                                    

2. Roger Goodell said the league was on the wrong side of the issue                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
“I personally protest with you."

3-1. In a video on Friday, Goodell                                                                                                  
3-2. amid widespread protests                                                                                                       

“We, the National Football League, admit we were wrong for not listening to NFL players 
earlier and encourage all to speak out and peacefully protest…  We, the National Football 
League, believe black lives matter.”

4. The NFL has been locked in an ongoing debate with players                                                  　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. The practice was popularized by quarterback Colin Kaepernick in 2016                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Kaepernick faced                                                                                                                    
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(TRUMP SEPT 22, 2017):  ”And you see 
those people taking the knee when they 
are playing our great national anthem.”

7-1 .— most notably from the President of the United States,                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. once even calling Kaepernick                                                                                               

(TRUMP SEPT 22, 2017) “ Wouldn't you love to see one of these NFL owners when 
somebody disrespects our flag to say get that son of a bitch off the field right now. Out. he's 
fired. he's Fired!”

8-1. Now with protests                                                                                                                   
8-2. the act of kneeling                                                                                                                  

9. And it becomes news when police join in,                                                                             　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

(GOODELL) “We are listening, I am listening, and I will be reaching out to players who 
have raised their voices and others on how we can improve and go forward for a better and 
more united NFL family."

10-1. The NFL sent the video out just hours after U.S. President Donald Trump                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-2. tweeting:“We should be standing up straight and tall,                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. There are other things you can protest, but                                                                           　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
                                 
[Vocabulary]
◻stunning: surprising, powerful, and effective 
・These arrests have dealt a stunning blow to one of the major drug cartels.

◻about-face: a complete change in the way you behave or think about something
・Few observers believe the president will do an about-face and start spending more. 

・This admission of guilt is an amazing about-face from the senator, who last week denied 

any involvement in this matter.
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◻commissioner: someone whose job is to manage a sport
◻NFL: ＝National Football League; the National Football League: the organization in the 

U.S. that football teams belong to
◻Roger Goodell: (born February 19, 1959), an American businessman who is currently the 
Commissioner of the National Football League (NFL). 6th Commissioner of the National 
Football League; Incumbent
◻when it comes to: When considering some particular person, thing, or action
・John is a bit of a blowhard, but when it comes to pushing sales, no one in the company is 

better.
・There's nothing she doesn't know when it comes to computers.

・When it comes to fishing, nobody knows more than my father. 

◻inequality: a situation in which people are not equal because some groups have more 
opportunities, power, money, etc. than others 
・policies aimed at eliminating poverty, unemployment, and social inequality

・Her book is about the inequality between women and men.

・racial inequality

◻denounce: to criticize someone or something severely in public
・American trade policies have been denounced by some European governments.

・The country objected to a strengthening of the United Nations' authority to denounce 

human rights abuses.
◻racism: a way of behaving or thinking that shows that you do not like or respect people 
who belong to races that are different from your own and that you believe your race is better 
than others 
・France has laws against racism and antisemitism.

・Albert Einstein considered racism America's "worst disease," seeing it as "handed down 

from one generation to the next.
◻brutality: cruel and violent actions or events
・police brutality

・This large canvas embodies for many the inhumanity, brutality and hopelessness of war.

◻encourage: to suggest that someone does something that you believe would be good
・Mom always encouraged us to discuss our problems.

・When things aren't going well, he encourages me, telling me not to give up. 

◻speak out: to state your opinion firmly and publicly about something, especially in order 
to protest against or defend something
・He had always spoken out in favor of gay rights.

・If I had only spoken out when I suspected something was wrong, none of this would have 

happened.
◻locked in debate: to be involved in a fight, discussion, or argument that lasts a long time 
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・The two sides were locked in fierce debate over the proposed merger deal.

◻kneeling protest: Alongside the Black Power raised clenched fist, taking a knee has 
become synonymous with anti-racism, and since the death of George Floyd, the gesture’s 
symbolism has been magnified.  The kneeling protest was first staged on 1 September 2016 
by the former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick, who famously knelt 
during the national anthem before playing the San Diego Chargers at Qualcomm Stadium, 
to protest police brutality.
People in the U.K. are being asked to kneel on their doorsteps in a show of solidarity with 
U.S. protesters after the killing of George Floyd.
◻practice: a way of doing something, especially as a result of habit, custom, or tradition
・We put the plan into practice.

・We do this as part of our business practices when needed.

◻popularize: to make something popular with many people
・The Beatles popularized British rock in the early 1960s.

◻quarterback: an important player in the sport of football who gives instructions to other 
players; In American football, a quarterback is the player on the attacking team who begins 
each play and who decides which play to use.
◻Colin Kaepernick: an American civil rights activist and American football quarterback 
who is a free agent. He played six seasons for the San Francisco 49ers in the National 
Football League (NFL). He is also a political activist, best known for kneeling during the 
national anthem in protest of police brutality and racial inequality in the United States. In a 
press conference, Mr Kaepernick said: “I am not going to stand up to show pride in a flag 
for a country that oppresses black people and people of color.”
“To me, this is bigger than football, and it would be selfish on my part to look the other way. 
There are bodies in the street and people getting paid leave and getting away with murder.”  
A wave of players followed his example, causing the protest to morph into an act of direct 
resistance against Donald Trump after the president took issue with the gesture.  On  5 
September 2016, President Obama defended Kaepernick, saying: “He cares about some real, 

legitimate issues that have to be talked 
about.”
At the time, Mr Kaepernick acknowledged 
his actions could have consequences, stating: 
“If they take football away, my endorsements 
from me, I know that I stood up for what is 
right.”
◻endorsement: an occasion when someone 
gives official or public support to a particular 
person or thing 
・This is a powerful endorsement for his 

softer style of government.
・The presidential candidate received endorsement from a powerful schoolteachers' union.
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◻stand up for: to defend someone or something that is being criticized or attacked; If you 
stand up for someone or something, you defend them and make your feelings or opinions 
very clear. 
・You have to stand up for what you believe in.

・They stood up for what they believed to be right.

◻blowback: the unforeseen negative consequences of an action or decision; the unintended 
adverse results of a political action or situation
・If he tried to control immigration, there would be blowback from farmers who could not 

get workers to pick produce.
◻silent protest: an effort where the participants stay quiet to demonstrate disapproval 
・Prayer meetings and silent protest marches were also organized in various churches and 

locations.
・At their pre-trial hearing, the nuns, dressed in full habits, engaged in silent protest by 

only answering the judge with a nod.
◻notably: especially: used for introducing a good example of something
・Some subjects are very popular, most notably the sciences.

・More important problems, notably the fate of the children, had to be decided.

◻flashpoint: a situation in which serious problems are likely to develop; A flashpoint is the 
moment at which a conflict, especially a political conflict, suddenly gets worse and becomes 
violent.
・The immediate flashpoint was Wednesday's big rally in the city center.

・There are still plenty of potential flashpoints in relations between the two countries.

◻son of a bitch: insulting terms of address for people who are stupid or irritating or 
ridiculous; If someone is very angry with another person, or if they want to insult them, they 
sometimes call them a son of a bitch.
◻solidarity: the support that people in a group give each other because they have the same 
opinions or goals
・Supporters want to march tomorrow to show solidarity with their leaders.

・a need to create solidarity among the president’s top economic advisers

◻reach out to someone: to offer help to someone
・We are reaching out to the most vulnerable members of the community.

◻raise one's voice: to speak loudly especially because one is angry
・Many people raised their voices in protest.

・Citizens began to raise their voice against the city hall's administration.

◻send out: to send a lot of copies of the same document to a large number of people
・We sent out 300 invitations to our gallery opening.

・Have you sent out the invitations yet?

◻renew: to make new again by replacing what is old, worn, exhausted, etc.
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・All worn parts were renewed with the new ones.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


