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Trump's 
pandemic record 
in spotlight as 
Harris, Pence 
trade blows at 
VP debate

                                                                                   October 10, 2020

1-1. U.S. Vice President Mike Pence and                                                                                        
1-2. faced off in their first                                                                                                                

2-1. Separated by plexiglass shields, 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. which 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-3. now including President Trump himself                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Pence was grilled about the White House event last month                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. where masks were mostly absent                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. He pointed to the event being held outdoors                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. stating that it was up to Americans                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"We're about freedom and respecting the freedom of the American people."

5. But Harris fired right back, noting that the Trump administration                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"You respect the American people when you tell them the truth."

6-1. And when asked about a potential vaccine, Harris said                                                       
6-2. who has previously promoted                                                                                              
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"If the public health professionals, if Dr. Fauci, if the doctors tell us that we should take it, 
I'll be the first in line to take it. Absolutely. But if Donald Trump tells us that we should take 
it, I'm not taking it."

7. Pence quickly retorted,                                                                                                                

"So the fact that you continue to undermine public confidence in a vaccine if the vaccine 
emerges during the Trump administration, I think is is unconscionable. And, Senator, I just 
ask you. Stop playing politics with people's lives.

8. The evening carried extra weight                                                                                                

9-1. Either Trump, who is 74,                                                                                                        
9-2. would be the oldest president in U.S. history, an issue                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. Both Pence and Harris are widely seen as future presidential candidates,                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□face off: to initiate a competition or contest between two people

・If you make it to the finals, you'll have to face off against their best player.

・Two players face each other, for snatching the puck.

□plexiglass: a light transparent weather resistant thermoplastic　
□cluster: a series of events of the same type, for example cases of a disease, that all 

happen in the same place or around the same time
□ally: someone who is ready to help you, especially against someone else who is causing 

problems for you; If you describe someone as your ally, you mean that they help and 
support you, especially when other people are opposing you. 
□grill: to ask someone a lot of difficult questions for a long period of time

・The police grilled him for hours. 

・The committee spent weeks grilling witnesses.

□play down: to understate the importance or quality of; If you play down something, you 

try to make people believe that it is not particularly important. 
・Western diplomats have played down the significance of the reports.

・Both London and Dublin are playing the matter down.

□potential: possible or likely in the future; You use potential to say that someone or 

something is capable of developing into the particular kind of person or thing mentioned.
・We are aware of the potential problems and have taken every precaution.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mean
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/help
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/oppose
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/committee
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/spent_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/week
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/grilling
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/witness_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/try
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/believe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/particularly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/important
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/kind
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mention
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・The disease is a potential killer.

□promote: to support or encourage something; If something is unproven, it has not 

definitely been proved to be true.
・a campaign to promote recycling

・You don't have to sacrifice environmental protection to promote economic growth.

□retort: to reply immediately in an angry or humorous way to something that someone has 

said
・Was he afraid, he was asked. 'Afraid of what?' he retorted.

・“Mind your own business!” she retorted.

□undermine: to deliberately say or do things that make someone appear less impressive or 

less important 
・Offering advice on each and every problem will undermine her feeling of being adult.

・Britain was accused of undermining international efforts to reduce pollution.

□emerge: to appear, or to become recognized

・He emerged as a major figure in the reform movement.

・Vietnam has emerged as the world's third-biggest rice exporter.

□unconscionable: shocking and unacceptable; If you describe something as 

unconscionable, you mean that the person responsible for it ought to be ashamed of it, 
especially because its effects are so great or severe.　
・an unconscionable betrayal of the public trust

・Such behavior is absolutely unconscionable.

□play politics: to act for personal or political gain rather than principle

・I don't think this judge is fair-he's playing politics.

・They’re not making reasonable decisions.  They're playing politics.

□carry weight: to have influence to a specified degree; to wield importance or influence　
・That carries a lot of weight with the older folks. 

・The senator's testimony carried a lot of weight with the council.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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