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Doctor who helped sound alarm 
on coronavirus dies

February 07, 2020

One of the first Chinese doctors who tried to warn the world about a 
new coronavirus died on Friday from the illness, as China's Hubei 
province reported 69 new deaths, taking the total in China to over 
600.
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[Vocabulary]
◻warn: to make someone conscious of a possible problem or danger so that they will not 
be hurt 
・The report warns that consumers could end up paying higher prices.

・Police are warning all women in the area to take extra care when going out alone.

◻coronavirus: any one of a group of RNA-containing viruses that can cause infections of 
the respiratory tract in mammals and birds
◻grim: serious; depressing or worrying to consider; characterized by hopelessness; filled 
with gloom; worrying, without hope; grim news, situations, or events are unpleasant and 
make you feel upset and worried 
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・The future looks pretty grim.

・the grim reality of unemployment

◻milestone: an event or achievement that marks an important stage in a process　
・This film was a milestone in the history of cinema.

◻outbreak: the sudden start of disease, violence, etc. 
・An outbreak of food poisoning led to the deaths of five people.

・The cholera outbreak continued to spread.

◻ophthalmologist: a doctor who is an expert in illnesses of the eyes and who can perform 
operations on people’s eyes 
◻Wuhan: a city of central China on the Chang Jiang; the commercial and industrial center 
of central China
◻hit: to have a bad effect on someone or something  
・Local businesses have been hard hit by the recession.

・The people this legislation will hit the hardest are the poor.

◻reprimand: to tell someone officially and in a serious way that something they have done 
is wrong; If someone is reprimanded, they are spoken to angrily or seriously for doing 
something wrong, usually by a person in authority.  
・He was severely reprimanded by the authorities for his inappropriate behavior.

・He was reprimanded by a teacher for talking in the corridor.

◻Hubei: a province of central China: largely low-lying with many lakes. Capital: Wuhan.  
◻death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 
or a battle or a natural disaster 
・Three people who were injured in the accident have died, pushing the death toll up to 116.

・The virus's death toll is expected to rise.

◻case: a person with a disease
・a bad case of food poisoning

・He treated several cases of severe sunburn.

◻peak: to reach the highest amount or level, before becoming lower 
・Many athletes peak in their early 20s.

・The trick about winning elections is not to peak too early in the campaign.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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The letter of admonition issued by the Wuhan Police Bureau ordering Li to stop 
"spreading rumors" about "SARS", signed by Li and two officers. Li uploaded it to his 

Sina Weibo account.
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