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Hong Kong's 
Jimmy Lai denied 
bail in fraud case

December 03, 2020

Hong Kong media tycoon and pro-democracy campaigner Jimmy Lai was denied bail
 on Thursday  on a charge of fraud related to the lease of a building that houses his 
newspaper Apple Daily.

1. Hong Kong media tycoon and pro-democracy campaigner Jimmy Lai                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Lai, and two of his senior executives,                                                                                       
2-2. relating to the lease                                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Authorities have intensified a crackdown                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. following Beijing's imposition                                                                                               

4. The new law punishes anything China considers                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Lai, and his colleagues are accused                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. While the fraud charge does not fall under the new law,                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Lai’s appearance in court came                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. was jailed for more than 13 months                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. Back in August, Lai was arrested                                                                                               

9-1. Hong Kong police later said they had arrested nine men and one woman                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. including collusion with a foreign country                                                                             



香港紙創業者の黎智英氏、詐欺罪で起訴　保釈認められず - 配布試料　 ／2 4

10-1. Lai has been a frequent visitor to Washington, where he's met with senior officials         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. prompting Beijing                                                                                                                 

[Vocabulary]

□tycoon: a rich and powerful person who is involved in business or industry

・a media tycoon

・In January 1984 media tycoon Robert Maxwell attempted to take the club over.

・He's a business tycoon, family man and reality television show host.

□campaigner: someone who tries to achieve political or social change by persuading other 

people or the government to do something 
・...anti-hunting campaigners.

・Campaigners against the new road have marched through the streets waving banners.

□Jimmy Lai:  8 December 1948 (age 71) a Hong Kong entrepreneur. He founded 

Giordano, an Asian clothing retailer, Next Digital (formerly Next Media), a Hong Kong-
listed media company, and popular newspaper Apple Daily. He is one of the main 
contributors to the pro-democracy camp, especially to the Democratic Party.
□bail: the chance to stay out of prison until your trial; Bail is permission for an arrested 

person to be released after bail has been paid.
・He was yesterday given bail by South Yorkshire magistrates.

・He was granted bail by the court.

□charge: an official statement accusing someone of committing a crime  

・He may still face criminal charges.

・They appeared at court yesterday to deny charges of murder.

□fraud: the action of producing false documents or information in order to get what you 

want 
・He was jailed for two years for fraud and deception.

・The charges against him include fraud, bribery, and falsifying business records.

□lease: a legal contract in which you agree to pay to use someone else’s building, land, or 

equipment for a specific period of time 
・He took up a 10 year lease on the house at Rossie Priory.

・Think of it as a lease with an option to buy.

□house: to give someone a place to live; to be the place where something is kept, or where 

an activity is carried out 
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・Part III of the Housing Act 1985 imposes duties on local authorities to house homeless 

people. 
・Regrettably we have to house families in these inadequate flats.

□Apple Daily: Daily newspaper; the first newspaper to use the massive graphics, bold 

headlines and full color pages now common to all best-selling papers in Hong Kong and 
Taiwan; Founded 20 June 1995; 25 years ago.  
□crackdown: strong action that someone in authority takes to stop a particular activity; A 

crackdown is strong official action that is taken to punish people who break laws.
・...anti-government unrest that ended with the violent army crackdown.

・What do you think of the government crackdown on tax avoidance?

□imposition: the introduction of something such as a new law or a new system; something 

that is imposed unfairly on someone
・the imposition of economic sanctions

・It was banned following the imposition of martial law in 1981 but continued its activities 

underground.
□subversion: the action of trying to destroy a government or an established belief, 

especially by attacking it indirectly in written or spoken material 
・He was arrested in parliament on charges of subversion for organizing the 

demonstration.
□secession:  the act of seceding, especially from a country

・Quebecers voted against secession from Canada.

□collusion: the secret activities of people who work together to do something dishonest

・He found no evidence of collusion between record companies and retailers.

・Some stockbrokers, in collusion with bank officials, obtained large sums of money for 

speculation.
□fall under: to be included in or classified as

・These animals fall under the classification "endangered species.”

・I'm sorry, but I can't speak on the matter—it doesn't fall under my jurisdiction as a judge.

□prominent: important and well known

・She is likely to play a prominent part in the presidential campaign.

・He was prominent among the scientists working in this field. 

□Joshua Wong:  (born 13 October 1996) Secretary-General of Demosisto (10 April 2016 – 

30 June 2020) a Hong Kong student activist and politician. He served as secretary-general 
of the pro-democracy party Demosistō until it disbanded following the implementation of 
the Hong Kong national security law on 30 June 2020. Wong was previously convener and 
founder of the Hong Kong student activist group Scholarism.
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□rally: A rally is a large public meeting that is held in order to show support for something 

such as a political party.
・About three thousand people held a rally to mark international human rights day.

・Supporters of the policy are reported to be gathering for a mass rally.

□raid: to use force to enter a place suddenly in order to arrest people or search for 

something such as illegal drugs; If the police raid a building, they enter it suddenly and by 
force in order to look for dangerous criminals or for evidence of something illegal, such as 
drugs or weapons.
・Police raided the house and found drugs.

・Federal agents raided the warehouse, seizing stolen property and arresting five 

smugglers.
□offense: a crime or illegal activity for which there is a punishment 

・a traffic/drug/sex offense

・The usual fine is $15 to $100 for a first offense.

□endanger: to put someone or something into a situation where they might be harmed or 

damaged 
・The debate could endanger the proposed peace talks. 

・...endangered species such as lynx and wolf. 

□rally support for: to join other people in order to support someone or something when 

they are having problems 
・A demonstration is planned to rally support for the workforce.

□prompt: to prompt someone to do something means to make someone decide to do it

・Japan's recession has prompted consumers to cut back on buying cars.

・The need for villagers to control their own destinies has prompted a new plan.

□label: to use a word or phrase to describe someone or something, especially one that is 

not completely fair or true; If you say that someone or something is labelled as a particular 
thing, you mean that people generally describe them that way and you think that this is 
unfair.
・Too often the press are labelled as bad boys.

・These students were labelled “learning disabled.”

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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