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Japan sinks into 
recession, worst yet 
to come
May 18, 2020

Japan has slipped into recession for the 
first time in four and a half years, putting 
the nation on course for its deepest 
postwar slump as the global health crisis 
continues taking a heavy toll on 
businesses and consumers.

1. Japan’s economy has fallen into recession                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                         

2. That’s according                                                                                                                          

3-1. It puts the nation on course                                                                                                      
3-2. as the global health crisis                                                                                                       

4. The world's third-largest economy                                                                                            

5. It’s                                                                                                                                             

6. Residents were slammed                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                         

7-1. The jobless rate in March                                                                                                       
7-2. while the availability of jobs                                                                                                 

8. Japan’s economy from April to June                                                                                         

9. Analysts polled by Reuters expect the economy                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                         

10-1. In April Prime Minister Shinzo Abe                                                                                    
10-2. keeping most people at home                                                                                               
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11-1. Japan’s state of emergency                                                                                                     
11-2. but it's still in effect                                                                                                               

12. The starkly negative outlook on Japan backs up fears                                                             
                                                                                                                                                         

13-1. Japan’s government has already announced                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                         
13-2. and Abe has pledged                                                                                                                                                         
     
[Vocabulary]
◻recession: a period when trade and industry are not successful and there is a lot of 
unemployment 
・Some analysts are worried about the influence of Japan's recession on the world 

economy. 
・As the recession deepened, the group folded.

◻GDP: ＝gross domestic product; gross domestic product: the total value of the goods and 

services that a country produces in a year, not including income received from money 
invested in other countries 
◻postwar: happening or existing in the period of time immediately after a war, especially 
World War II 
・in the postwar years

・the postwar division of Europe

◻slump: a period when an economy is much less successful than before and many people 
lose their jobs 
・...the slump of the early 1980s.

・an economic slump

・The airline industry is currently in a slump.

◻take a toll: to cause damage or wear by using something or by hard living
・Years of sunbathing took a toll on Mary's skin. 

・Years of smoking and drinking has taken a toll on her health.

◻straight: happening one after the other, without interruption  
・Exports of automobiles rose for the third straight month.

・Seattle beat Texas for the seventh straight time.

◻slam: to criticize someone or something severely
・She is a bigot. She is slamming millions of people she knows nothing about. 

・The movie has been slammed by critics.

◻whammy: something very difficult or unpleasant that unexpectedly happens to someone.
・We're suffering a triple whammy at the moment.
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◻double whammy:  two bad things happening close together
・This is a double whammy for public sector workers.

◻sales tax: a tax based on the cost of the item purchased and collected directly from the 
buyer 
・Ten percent sales tax on every sale, law says they have to collect it.

◻hike: a sudden large increase in the amount or level of something
・price hikes

・Economists are predicting a hike in interest rates.

◻jobless rate: unemployment rate 
・The main reason for this is a youth unemployment rate of 30 per cent.

・The local unemployment rate is below the national average at 8.7 %.

◻availability: the state of being able to be obtained or used
・Whether I take the job depends on the availability of daycare.

◻availability of jobs: employment rate
◻slip: to become gradually less strong or good, or to move into a worse condition
・Company A had slipped to third place in the market.

・Profits slipped by 13 percent last year.

◻analyst: someone whose job is to carefully examine a situation, event, etc. in order to 
provide other people with information about it 
◻poll: to ask a lot of people their opinions about something, especially a political issue 
・Over half of those polled supported the measure.

◻retreat: If you retreat from something such as a plan or a way of life, you give it up, 
usually in order to do something safer or less extreme.; to become lower in value or amount
・To save yourself, you sometimes need to retreat from the world.

・Wheat prices retreated after a two-day increase.

◻decline: a reduction in the amount or quality of something
・There has been a steady decline in public services over recent years.

・The industry has now fallen into a decline.

◻on record: If something is the best, worst, or biggest on record, it is the best, worst, or 
biggest thing of its kind that has been noticed and written down.
・It's the shortest election campaign on record.

・The 1980s were the hottest decade on record. 

◻shut down: cease to operate or cause to cease operating
・I loved that restaurant, so I'm very disappointed that it shut down.

◻shut down business: to close a business and cease to operate a business
・After a thorough investigation, the police were finally able to shut the shop down for 

money laundering.
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◻lift: to officially end a rule or law that stopped someone from doing something 
・They’re hoping to get the ban lifted by the end of the month.

◻in effect: Having begun operating or taken effect 
・The new law will be in effect on the first of January.

・Hurricane warnings are in effect for Bahamas. 

◻stark: extreme and obvious
・There still remained one stark difference between the two men.

◻starkly: in a stark manner
・He was starkly unable to achieve coherence.

◻outlook: an idea about what a situation will be like in the future
・The general outlook is much better than it was last year.

・They shared the same kind of outlook on life.

◻back up: to establish as valid or genuine 
・Can you back up your claims?

・Radio signals received from the galaxy's centre back up the black hole theory. 

◻Great Depression: a time period during the 1930s when there was a worldwide economic 
depression and mass unemployment
◻trillion: the number 1,000,000,000,000
・sixteen trillion dollars

・over a trillion dollars in profit

◻stimulus: anything that encourages something to happen, develop, or improve
・We hope that the books will provide a stimulus for discussion.

◻stimulus package: a package of economic measures put together by a government to 
stimulate a floundering economy
・Congress has passed an unprecedented stimulus package in response to the 2020 

coronavirus pandemic in the hopes of stimulating the economy at a time when so many 
people have lost income due to being out of work.
・In March 2009, the Making Home Affordable program was introduced as part of the 

federal stimulus package. 
◻supplementary: additional; Supplementary things are added to something in order to 
improve it. 
・A supplementary volume has been published containing the index.

・There is a supplementary water supply in case the rain supply fails.

◻supplementary budget: It is designed “to provide for expenditure for purposes that were 
not foreseen at first; an extra budget
・Japan's Cabinet approved the 1.14 trillion yen supplementary budget in late December.
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"Despite Koizumi's adherence to tight fiscal policy, he will be under pressure to come up 
with a supplementary budget".

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


