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Summer heat could 
be a 'nightmare' for 
Tokyo Games
September 09, 2020

The blazing summer heat in the Japanese capital could still make the Tokyo Olympic Games 
'a nightmare', an advisor to the organizing committee has told Reuters.

1. Blazing heat could make the Tokyo Olympics 'a nightmare’,                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Although this year                                                                                                                  
2-2. the Games, which have now been delayed until July next year,                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. That’s according to Makoto Yokohari,                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. who has analyzed data                                                                                                             

"You have to count not only temperature but also humidity. And these two are combined. 
And so, when you can combine these two, as you can easily see from here, Tokyo is the 
worst in the history.”

4-1. Yokohari found that in his research,                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. with August averaging highs                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. He’s already raised the prospect                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. and said                                                                                                                                     

6-1. On Tuesday a Tokyo 2020 spokesman, Masa Takaya                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. .quote                                                                                                                                     

"If we could plan this postponed Olympic Games in November then I am sure the situation 
could have been much, much better but unfortunately the IOC said 'no, no, no, no, it is 
going to be in July.”
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7. With temperatures rising                                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻blazing: very hot because the sun is shining strongly
・It was blazing outside. 

・...freezing cold winters and blazing hot summers

・Quite a few people were eating outside in the blazing sun.

◻nightmare: a very frightening and unpleasant dream; an extremely difficult or frightening 
situation 
・She awoke from a nightmare at midnight. 

・I still have terrible nightmares about the crash.

・The situation on the roads that day was every driver’s worst nightmare.

◻play out: to perform or be performed to the end
・His career as a writer was played out against a background of alcoholism.

・Her union reforms were played out against a background of rising unemployment.

◻precipitation: rain, snow, sleet, dew, etc, formed by condensation of water vapour in the 
atmosphere
・a 50 percent chance of precipitation

・No precipitation is forecast at least 10 days. 

・The weather forecast calls for some sort of frozen precipitation tomorrow—either snow or 

sleet.
・The precipitation reached record levels far surpassing the predicted amounts. 

◻host city:  If a country, city, or organization hosts an event, they provide the facilities for 
the event to take place. 
・ Obama is the first U.S. president to attend an Olympic host-city vote.

・When the Olympic host-city vote was announced on Friday, there was dancing, cheering, 

celebrating, and joy all around.
◻prospect: the possibility that something will happen, especially something good 
・The prospects for peace in the country's eight-year civil war are becoming brighter. 

・There is a real prospect that the bill will be defeated in parliament.

◻shift: if an idea, attitude, or plan shifts, or if someone changes it, it changes
・Public opinion had shifted sharply following the war.

・The government has shifted its attention away from the fight against crime.

◻respond: to react to something by taking a particular course of action
・They are likely to respond positively to the President's request for aid.
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・He will respond to questions from the press. 

・I only responded to his letter yesterday. 

◻optimistic: someone who is optimistic is hopeful about the future and tends to expect that 
good things will happen; 
based on beliefs that are too confident 
・The President says she is optimistic that an agreement can be worked out soon.

・Michael was in a jovial and optimistic mood.

◻gamechanger: An event, idea, or procedure that effects a significant shift in the current 
manner of doing or thinking about something
・‘There's no question, the first debate can always be a gamechanger.’

・‘This will become a gamechanger in the industry.’

・‘GM, once the world's premier auto maker, is now cash-flow-negative. That's a 

gamechanger.’

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


