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China says rocket 
debris landed in 
Indian Ocean
May 10, 2021

Remnants of China's biggest rocket landed in the Indian Ocean on Sunday, with the bulk of 
its components destroyed upon re-entry into the Earth's atmosphere, according to Chinese 
state media, ending days of speculation over where the debris would hit.

1. Chinese state media have reported                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. That puts an end                                                                                                                      
2-2. and anxiety                                                                                                                              

3. CCTV said that most of the rocket was burnt up as it re-entered the Earth's atmosphere,     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. The U.S. Space command                                                                                                       
4-2. though it said it was unclear                                                                                                   

5. It also said it would not be releasing                                                                                         

6. The rocket - one of China's Long March 5 series -                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. It’s part of a series of missions                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. in order                                                                                                                                     

[Vocabulary]
□remnant: a small part or portion that remains after the main part no longer exists

・The towers were the last remnants of the famous castle.

・Beneath the present church were remnants of Roman flooring.

□speculation: ideas or discussion about why something has happened or what might 

happen 
・There is much speculation about the reasons for the move.
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・He knows there's a lot of talk and speculation about him but he must keep his feet on the 

ground.
□debris: the broken pieces that are left when something large has been destroyed, 

especially by an explosion, fire, or accident　　
・A number of people were killed by flying debris.

・Debris from the aircraft was scattered over a large area.

□CCTV: ＝China Central Television

□burn up: to burn completely; be consumed or destroyed by fire 

・The spacecraft has a heat shield to prevent it burning up when it re-enters the Earth’s 

atmosphere.
・It's getting cold in here because all the logs in the fireplace have burned up.

□Maldives: Republic of Maldives; a group of about 1,200 small coral islands (about 220 

inhabited) in the Indian ocean; country on a group of islands in the Indian Ocean, southwest 
of Sri Lanka: a former sultanate under British protection, it became independent in 1965, a 
republic in 1968, & a member of the Commonwealth in 1982.   
□U.S. Space command: a unified combatant command of the United States Department of 

Defense, responsible for military operations in outer space, specifically all operations 100 
kilometers (62 miles) above mean sea level. U.S. Space Command is responsible for the 
operational employment of space forces that are provided by the services of the United 
States Armed Forces, predominantly the United States Space Force.
□release: to make information or documents available; If someone in authority releases 

something such as a document or information, they make it available.
・They're not releasing any more details yet.

・Figures released yesterday show retail sales were down in March.

□impact: An impact is the action of one object hitting another, or the force with which one 

object hits another.
・The plane is destroyed, a complete wreck: the pilot must have died on impact.

・A running track should be capable of absorbing the impact of a runner's foot landing on 

it.
□Long March 5: a Chinese heavy-lift launch vehicle developed by the China Academy of 

Launch Vehicle Technology (CALT). It is the first Chinese launch vehicle designed to use 
exclusively non-hypergolic liquid propellants.  It is the fifth iteration of the Long March 
rocket family, named for the Chinese Red Army's 1934–35 Long March, during the Chinese 
Civil War. 
□blast off: to shoot upward from the ground, as of a rocket.; if a spaceship blasts off, it 

leaves the ground.
・The rocket blasted off successfully and is now headed for the moon.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/know
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/lot
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/talk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/must
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/aircraft
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/scattered
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/large
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/area
javascript:void(0);
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/spacecraft
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/heat_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/shield_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/prevent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/burning
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/earth
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/atmosphere
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ocean
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/southwest
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sri
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sultanate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/protection
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/independent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_combatant_command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outer_space
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_level
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Space_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavy-lift_launch_vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_Academy_of_Launch_Vehicle_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_Academy_of_Launch_Vehicle_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypergolic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liquid-propellant_rocket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_March_(rocket_family)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_March_(rocket_family)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Red_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_March
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Civil_War
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/spaceship
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/blast_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leaves
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ground_1


中国国営メディア、ロケット残骸は「インド洋に落下」と報道 - 配布資料　 ／3 3

・My kids love blasting off toy rockets in the back yard and seeing how high they'll go.

□Hainan Island: the smallest and southernmost province of the People's Republic of 

China (PRC), consisting of various islands in the South China Sea. Hainan Island, the 
largest and most populous island under PRC administration, makes up the vast majority 
(97%) of the province. "Hainan", the name of the island and the province, literally means 
"south of the sea", reflecting its position south of the Qiongzhou Strait, which separates it 
from Guangdong's Leizhou Peninsula and the rest of the Chinese mainland.
□shuttle: to travel frequently between two places, or to take people frequently between two 

places 
・He and colleagues have shuttled back and forth between three capitals. 

・Machine parts were also being shuttled across the border without authorization.

□permanent: happening or existing for a long time or for all time in the future 

・Heavy drinking can cause permanent damage to the brain.

・...a permanent solution to the problem.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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