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Victims buried as 
school blast death 
toll rises
May 05, 2021

The death toll from an explosion 
outside a school in Afghanistan's 

capital Kabul has risen to at least 68, Afghan officials said on Sunday, with doctors 
struggling to provide medical care to at least 165 injured.

1. It should have been                                                                                                                      

2. On Saturday afternoon                                                                                                               

3. Backpacks, text books, a pair of girls shoes:                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Officials say the death toll has risen to at least 68,                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. An eyewitness told Reuters all but seven or eight of the victims were schoolgirls                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. At a nearby hospital doctors tend to the injured                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. This girl says                                                                                                                              

8. Outside,                                                                                                                                     

9. Inside a morgue,                                                                                                                          

10-1. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. but a spokesman for the Taliban denied involvement,                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. Families of the victims blamed the Afghan government and Western powers                        
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12-1. The attack comes a week after remaining U.S. and NATO troops                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
12-2. with a mission to complete the drawdown by September 11,                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□backpack: a bag that you carry on your back, used to carry books, school supplies, or 

personal items; a bag carried on the back, usually of cloth with many pockets and straps that 
go over your shoulders, used to carry things  
・I want you to stuff it all into that backpack. 

・Put your backpack on your shoulder.

□remnant: a small remaining part of something; The remnants of something are small 

parts of it that are left over when the main part has disappeared or been destroyed. 
・After twenty-four hours of fighting, the remnants of the force were fleeing.

・The remnants of last night’s meal were still on the table.

□Kabul:  the capital and largest city of Afghanistan; located in eastern Afghanistan 

・The Muslims resumed the offensive and the Hindus were defeated and driven out of 

Kabul.  
・The U.S. government denies any responsibility for the reported explosions in Kabul, 

capital of Afghanistan.
□death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 

or a battle or a natural disaster 
・The death toll keeps increasing, even as politicians struggle to negotiate their individual 

share in the shrinking national pie.
□eyewitness: someone who has seen something happen, especially a crime or an accident  

・Eyewitnesses say the police then opened fire on the crowd.

・...dramatic eye-witness accounts of the fighting.

□distressed: suffering great pain 

・Girls are most likely to be distressed about excess size of their thighs, hips, waist and 

buttocks, and inadequate size of their breasts.
・She is emotionally distressed, seemingly from a romance.

□morgue: a building or room where dead bodies are kept temporarily; a building or a room 

in a hospital where dead bodies are kept before they are buried or cremated, or before they 
are identified or examined.
・However, pictures of Khaled's disfigured corpse from the morgue showed signs of torture.

・Presumed dead, the woman was brought to a morgue.
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□Ashraf Ghani: (born 19 May 1949) is an Afghan politician, academic, and economist 

who is serving as President of Afghanistan. He was first elected on 20 September 2014 and 
was re-elected in the 28 September 2019 presidential election. He was announced the 
winner after a protracted process in February 2020 and was sworn in for a second term on 9 
March 2020. An anthropologist by education, he previously served as Minister of Finance 
and the Chancellor of Kabul University. 
□Taliban: An Islamic fundamentalist organization in Afghanistan. Its original meaning was 

"seminary students. The Taliban controlled 90% of Afghanistan with the aim of building a 
traditional Islamic state. However, after harboring terrorist Osama bin Laden and others, the 
Taliban came under attack by U.S. forces from October 2001, and withdrew from its home 
base in Kandahar in December 2001, the Taliban regime collapsed.
□insurgent: someone who belongs to a group of people fighting to take control of their 

country by force; someone who is fighting against the government in their own country  
・All approaches to the capital are now under the control of the insurgents.

・By early yesterday, the insurgents had taken control of the country's main military air 

base.
□put an end to: to stop, cease, or conclude something

・I'm going to put an end to the corruption in this department once and for all!

・I wish my sisters would put an end to their bickering and just be civil to one another!

□drawdown: a reduction or depletion; retreat

・a drawdown of weapons in an arms-limitation plan

・Rohrabacher was against former President Obama's gradual drawdown of troops, 

instead supporting a full withdrawal.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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