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Britain, EU seek 
session of UN rights 
forum on Myanmar
February 09, 2021

Britain's envoy said on Monday that it 
had submitted a request for a special 
session of the U.N. Human Rights 
Council to address the crisis in 
Myanmar, where the military seized 
power a week ago.

1-1. Britain’s envoy said on Monday it had submitted a request                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. to address the crisis in Myanmar,                                                                                            

2-1. Myanmar’s new military leader said on Monday                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. saying that campaigning in a vote last November                                                                  

3. Police warned protesters to disperse or                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. Ambassador Julian Braithwaite                                                                                            
4-2. that it was making the request                                                                                                  

"Madam president, we must respond to the call of the United Nations secretary-general, 
who has condemned the actions of the Myanmar military, and called on its leadership to 
listen to the will of the people and to refrain from violence and to fully respect human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. We must react to the call of the High Commissioner for human 
rights, who has expressed her great concerns about the removal of the civilian government, 
and the arbitrary detention of dozens of political leaders, human rights defenders, 
journalists, activists, and others by military.”

5-1. The United States embassy in Myanmar said on Monday it had received reports               
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5-2. after a third day                                                                                                                       

[Vocabulary]
□envoy: An envoy is someone who is sent as a representative from one government or 

political group to another; An envoy is a diplomat in an embassy who is immediately below 
the ambassador in rank.
・He is made Middle East peace envoy.

・Moscow expelled four British envoys in retaliation.

□special session: a session that is held in addition to the regular sessions

・Instead of breaking for the holidays, it went into a special session with the aim of pushing 

through to a vote before Christmas.
・The Legislature will hold a special session next week to vote on whether to uphold the 

vetoes.
□U.N. Human Rights Council: a United Nations body whose mission is to promote and 

protect human rights around the world. The UNHRC has 47 members elected for staggered 
three-year terms on a regional group basis. The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, 
Switzerland.
□address: to try to deal with a problem or question, for example by thinking carefully 

about it, or by doing things to improve a situation; If you address a problem or task or if you 
address yourself to it, you try to understand it or deal with it.
・Throughout the book we have addressed ourselves to the problem of ethics. 

・Are you going to address the global warming issue at the meeting as well? 

□junta: a group of military officers that governs a country, usually without having been 

elected; a group of military officers who rule a country after seizing power
・The measures target members of the former junta and its cronies.

・The military junta had no intention of bowing to this verdict.

□disperse: to cause to break up; When a group of people disperses or when someone 

disperses them, the group splits up and the people leave in different directions.　
・Police ordered the crowd to disperse.

・Police fired shots and used teargas to disperse the demonstrators.

□stifle: to prevent or constrain (an activity or idea); to prevent something from happening, 

being expressed, or continuing
・High taxes were stifling private enterprise.

・We should be encouraging new ideas, not stifling them.

□Julian Braithwaite:  Ambassador and Permanent Representative, UK Mission to the 

WTO, UN and Other International Organizations (Geneva)
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□secretary-general: an official in charge of a large organization such as the United 

Nations
・The government cut ties with the group in 2009 after it refused to remove its deputy 

secretary-general.
・My moral duty as Secretary General of the United Nations is to do everything possible to 

avoid war.
□refrain: to stop yourself from doing something. This word is often used in official 

announcements or signs
・The doctor asked the sick patient to refrain from smoking. 

・He appealed to all factions to refrain from violence.

□High Commissioner: a senior representative who is sent by one Commonwealth country 

to live in another in order to work as an ambassador.
□removal: the process of making someone leave a job or position of power 

・Parliament had decided that his removal from power was illegal.

・The consequences of failure would certainly mean her removal from office.

□arbitrary: used about actions that are considered to be unfair; not based on any particular 

plan, or not done for any particular reason 
・Arbitrary arrests and detention without trial were common.

・This is a country where arbitrary arrests are commonplace.

□human rights defenders: a person who, individually or with others, acts to promote or 

protect human rights.
□curfew: a law that does not allow people to go outside between a particular time in the 

evening and a particular time in the morning; the period of time during which people must 
not go outside according to a curfew law 
・The authorities declared a state of emergency and imposed a curfew.

・The government had placed the entire country under a 24-hour curfew.

□Mandalay: a city in central Myanmar north of Rangoon; the second largest city in the 

country and former capital of Burma and of Upper Burma; Buddhist religious centre. Pop: 

927 000 (2005 est.)　
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在ミャンマー米国大使館などによると

２大都市　ヤンゴンとマンダレーで
外出禁止令が出たという

　
[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


