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U.S. House 
approves D.C. 
statehood in 
historic vote
June 27, 2020

Four decades after launching its drive 
for U.S. statehood, Washington, D.C., 
was poised to take a step toward 
becoming the 51st state as the House of 
Representatives on Friday approved its 
admission by a vote of 232-180, with 
no Republicans supporting it.

1-1. Washington D.C. on Friday                                                                                                     
1-2. after the U.S. House                                                                                                                

2-1. It marks the first time that a chamber of Congress                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. and it comes four decades                                                                                                    　
   　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                                                 　

3. H.R. 51 was introduced last year                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. Proponents of the bill say that because Washington's 700,000 residents - more than 
Vermont and Wyoming –                                                                                                               
4-2. they have no voice in the federal government,                                                                     

5. That status is protested with a slogan on DC’s license plates that say:                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. And legislation passed by the district's local government                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Local anger over the district's status flared up most recently                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 
7-2. and nationwide protests sparked by the killing of George Floyd,                                           
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8-1. Washington received $500 million                                                                                           
8-2. compared to the $1.2 billion                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. And amid the protests, Trump sent National Guard troops from 10 states,                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. to quell protests                                                                                                                         

10-1. Republicans fear creating a state out of the left-leaning district                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-2. making it more difficult                                                                                                         

11. The bill faces strong opposition                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Trump has said  　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　
            

[Vocabulary]
◻U.S. House: the lower legislative house of the United States Congress
◻admission: an acknowledgment of the truth or validity of something
◻chamber of Congress: 
     chamber: a hall for the meetings of a deliberative, legislative, or judicial body
     Congress: the national legislative body of the U.S., consisting of the Senate, or upper 
house
◻advance: to suggest something for people to consider
・She advanced the theory that children learn more from their friends than from their 

parents.
◻statehood: the status of a state of the U.S. 
◻DC: District of Columbia; the District
◻drive: the energy and determination that makes you try hard to achieve something
・As a student she was full of drive and ambition.

・John will be best remembered for his drive and enthusiasm.

◻delegate: someone who is chosen to represent a group of other people at a meeting  
・Delegates passed a motion calling for schools to develop policies to tackle bullying.

◻Eleanor Holmes Norton:（born June 13, 1937) an American politician serving as a non-

voting Delegate to the United States House of Representatives, representing the District of 
Columbia. As a non-voting member, Norton may serve on committees as well as speak on 
the House floor; however, she is not permitted to vote on the final passage of any legislation. 
She is a member of the Democratic Party.
◻proponent: someone who publicly supports an idea, policy, plan, etc.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/acknowledgment
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/truth
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/advanced
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/theory
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/children
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/learn
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/friend_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/parent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/energy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/determination
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/try_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/hard_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/achieve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/student
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ambition_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pass
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/motion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/calling
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/school
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/develop
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/policy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tackle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bullying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delegate_(United_States_Congress)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia_voting_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
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・Halsey was identified as a leading proponent of the values of progressive education. 

◻federal tax: a tax that people pay to the national government of the U.S. 
◻status: the legal position of a person, country, etc; someone’s position in a profession or 
society, especially compared with other people
・Manuel applied for legal immigrant status after living here for two years. 

◻protest: to disagree strongly with something, often by making a formal statement or 
taking action in public 
・students marching to protest the war

・Workers are protesting against high unemployment and inflation.

◻Taxation without representation: "No taxation without representation" is a political 
slogan originating during the 1700s that summarized one of 27 colonial grievances of the 
American colonists in the Thirteen Colonies, which was one of the major causes of the 
American Revolution. In short, many in those colonies believed that, as they were not 
directly represented in the distant British Parliament, any laws it passed affecting the 
colonists (such as the Sugar Act and the Stamp Act) were illegal under the Bill of Rights 
1689, and were a denial of their rights as Englishmen.
The firm belief that the government should not tax a populace unless that populace is 
somehow represented in the government developed in the English Civil War following the 
refusal of parliamentarian John Hampden to pay ship money tax.  "No taxation without 
representation," in the context of British American Colonial taxation, appeared for the first 
time in the February 1768 London Magazine headline, on page 89, in the printing of Lord 
Camden's "Speech on the Declaratory Bill of the Sovereignty of Great Britain over the 
Colonies.
◻legislation: a law, or a set of laws; law enacted by a legislative body
・Under current legislation, factories must keep noise to a minimum.

・She has called for legislation to eliminate handguns.

◻be subject to: to be guided, controlled, or ruled by something; to be affected by or 
possibly affected by (something)
・The firm is subject to state law.

◻flare up: to erupt or intensify suddenly; to ignite quickly and suddenly, especially after 
having died down
・After I accidentally tapped that guy with my shopping cart, he just flared up and started 

screaming in my face!
◻custody: a situation in which someone is kept in prison until they go to court for trial 
・in police custody

◻accord: to treat someone or something in a particular way, especially by giving them 
power, respect, or status
・Their achievement has not always been accorded the recognition it deserves.

◻quell: to cause a violent situation to end 
・Mounted police were called in to quell the riot.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/tax_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/pay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/national_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/u_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/s_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/applied
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/legal
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/living_1
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/high_1
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/inflation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slogan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/27_colonial_grievances
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_history_of_the_United_States#British_colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriot_(Revolution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representation_(politics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamp_Act_1765
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_Rights_1689
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_Rights_1689
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights_of_Englishmen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hampden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_money
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_London_Magazine
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/current_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/factory
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/noise
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/minimum_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/call_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/eliminate
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/handgun
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/achievement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accord_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/recognition
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deserve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mounted
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/call_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/riot_1
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・Troops eventually quelled the unrest.

◻left-leaning: Sympathetic to or tending toward the left in politic
◻veto: to officially refuse to approve or allow something 
・The president will veto the election law if Congress passes it.

・They vetoed a draft resolution condemning the violence.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/president_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/election
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/law
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/congress_1
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