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Barely on the job, 
Biden signs 
executive actions
January 21, 2021

Newly sworn-in U.S. President Joe Biden got straight to work on Wednesday, signing a 
stack of executive actions from the Oval Office that undo some of his predecessor’s work, 
adding that former President Trump left him a “generous” letter.

1-1. Newly sworn-in U.S. President Joe Biden had barely set foot in the White House             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. signing more than a dozen executive actions on Wednesday                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. climate change and racial inequality and                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Among the actions,                                                                                                                
2-2. and canceled the presidential permit                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. He moved to end a travel ban                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2.and called upon his administration to strengthen the DACA program for immigrants         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

Biden: ”And, I thought, with the state of the nation today, it's no time to waste.”

4-1. Biden also ordered the wearing of masks and social distancing                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-2. and moved to end a national emergency declaration that was the basis                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. While former President Donald Trump broke with tradition                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. leaving early Wednesday morning for Palm Beach - he did stick to one modern-day 
ritual                                                                                                                                              
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6-1. Without going into detail,                                                                                                         
6-2. saying he didn't want to say more                                                                                            

Biden: ”The president wrote a very generous letter. Because it was private, I won't talk 
about it until I talk to him. But it was generous.”

[Vocabulary]
□set foot in: to enter some location 

・It wasn’t me — I’ve never set foot in that building before!

・If you ever set foot in my house again, I’ll have you arrested.

□barely: used for emphasizing that something happened only a very short time before 

something else; If you say that one thing had barely happened when something else 
happened, you mean that the first event was followed immediately by the second. 
・The Boeing 767 had barely taxied to a halt before its doors were flung open.

・The thought had barely come to me before it was gone again.

□executive action: An executive order is a rule or order made by a President of the United 

States. 
・We've put together a list of the executive actions President Donald Trump signed in his 

first 100 days.
・Trump’s next executive action withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership, which former President Barack Obama negotiated with 11 other pacific 
nations.
□address: to try to deal with a problem or question, for example by thinking carefully 

about it, or by doing things to improve a situation 
・Mr King sought to address those fears when he spoke at the meeting. 

・Throughout the book we have addressed ourselves to the problem of ethics.

□undo: to cancel, annul, or reverse an action or its effect 

・I wish I could undo my actions.

・She knew it would be difficult to undo the damage that had been done.

□high profile: a position attracting much attention and publicity; often seen in public, 

mentioned in newspapers, or appearing on television
・You can't get any higher profile than a James Bond movie.

・Football is a high profile business.

・high profile policy

□rejoin: to return to a group of people who you were with before; If you rejoin a group, 

club, or organization, you become a member of it again after not being a member for a 
period of time.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/follow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/immediately
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/second
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/seen_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/public_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mention_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/newspaper
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/appear
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/television
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/club
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/organization
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/become
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/period
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・He rejoined the 12th Lancers on recovery from his wounds. 

・After a short break, she rejoined her colleagues in the meeting room.

□accord: a formal agreement between countries or groups

・...a fitting way to celebrate the peace accord.

・the latest in a series of accords between the rival factions

□Paris climate accord: Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change; an agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), dealing with greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, 
and finance, signed in 2016. The agreement's language was negotiated by representatives of 
196 state parties at the 21st Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC in Le Bourget, near 
Paris, France, and adopted by consensus on 12 December 2015. As of January 2021, 190 
members of the UNFCCC are parties to the agreement. Of the seven UNFCCC member 
states which have never ratified the agreement, the only major emitters are Iran, Turkey and 
Iraq. On January 20, 2021, the United States rejoined the Agreement via an executive order 
issued by President Biden.
□Keystone XL: an oil pipeline system in Canada and the United States, commissioned in 

2010 and owned by TC Energy and as of 31 March 2020 the Government of Alberta. It runs 
from the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin in Alberta to refineries in Illinois and Texas, 
and also to oil tank farms and an oil pipeline distribution center in Cushing, Oklahoma.
□oil pipeline: a pipeline used to transport oil; a long (esp. underground) pipe used to 

transport petroleum over long distances
・And as hopes of a quick ceasefire waned, fears of oil-pipeline sabotage rose.

・Gas and oil pipeline construction is still very robust.

□DACA: Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals: a program intended to allow 

undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as minors to legally remain in the 
country to study or work.
□federal land: lands in the United States owned by the federal government. Pursuant to 

the Property Clause of the United States Constitution (Article 4, section 3, clause 2), the 
Congress has the power to retain, buy, sell, and regulate federal lands, such as by limiting 
cattle grazing on them. These powers have been recognized in a long line of U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions.
□divert: to use something for a purpose that is different from its original or main purpose

・Teachers called on the government to divert the extra money to schools.

・...government departments involved in diverting resources into community care.

□stick to: If you stick to something, you continue doing, using, saying, or talking about it, 

rather than changing to something else.; If you stick to a promise, agreement, decision, or 
principle, you do what you said you would do, or do not change your mind. 
・Lionel, you just tell the cops what you saw; stick to your story.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/short_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/break_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rejoin
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/colleague
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/meeting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/room_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/latest
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/series
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accord_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rival_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/faction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_mitigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_adaptation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_United_Nations_Climate_Change_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Bourget
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_the_Middle_East_and_North_Africa#Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gas_emissions_by_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_the_Middle_East_and_North_Africa#Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pipeline_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TC_Energy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Canadian_Sedimentary_Basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_terminal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cushing,_Oklahoma
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/underground
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pipe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/transport
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/petroleum
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hope
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/quick
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ceasefire
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sabotage
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rise
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/construction
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/still
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/robust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_government_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Property_Clause
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Four_of_the_United_States_Constitution#Clause_2:_Property_Clause
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Supreme_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Supreme_Court
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/teacher
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/call_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/extra_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/money
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/school_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/saying
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/talk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rather
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/change
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/promise
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agreement
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decision
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/principle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/said
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mind
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・But one problem is that few people can stick to a diet for long.

□go into detail: If someone does not go into detail about a subject, or does not go into the 

details, they mention it without explaining it fully or properly. ; to give all the details; to 
present and discuss the details. 
・He doesn't wish to go into detail about all the events of those days.

・The clerk went into detail about the product with the customer. I just want a simple 

answer. Don't go into details.
□without going into detail:

・"I'm getting some pressure from my kids," he said, without going into detail.

・"Without going into details, we worked through our differences and reached a mutually 

beneficial agreement".

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/detail
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mention
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/explain
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fully

