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China passes 
controversial security 
law for Hong Kong
June 30, 2020

China's parliament passed national security 
legislation for Hong Kong on Tuesday, setting 
the stage for the most radical changes to the 
former British colony's way of life since it 
returned to Chinese rule almost exactly 23 years 
ago.

1. China passed a security law                                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. The territory's Cable TV, citing an unidentified source,                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. It sets the stage for the most radical changes to the former British colony                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. The law is                                                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. A draft of the law                                                                                                                       
5-2. but Beijing says it aims                                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. There are reports that the heaviest penalty under the law                                                            

7-1. Hong Kong's leader Carrie Lam                                                                                                   
7-2.  but                                                                                                                                            

8. The law puts China                                                                                                                     
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9. They say it chips away at the high degree of autonomy                                                          　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. Beijing says the law will target only a small group of troublemakers, and                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. But on Monday Washington said it would end                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. That will stop defense exports to the city and                                                                         

13. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said,                                                                                                

14-1. ”The Chinese Communist Party's decision                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
14-2. has forced the Trump administration                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

15-1. On Tuesday, Carrie Lam fired back,                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
15-2. and if necessary                                                                                                                       

16. It is unclear what specific activities are to be made illegal,                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

17. However, Chinese state media                                                                                                   

18. Judges for security cases                                                                                                            

19. The law comes into force                                                                                                          

[Vocabulary]
◻sweeping: decisive or overwhelming
・…his sweeping victory in the presidential elections.

・The Trojan heroism of the army, despite its lack of sweeping victory, will enrich military 

history for all time.
◻unidentified: deliberately not named
・an unidentified official/source

◻unanimously: of one mind; without dissent; If a group decides something unanimously, it 
means that every single member is in agreement.
・The Senate unanimously approved the bill.

・The report was approved unanimously by the science advisory board.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decisive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/overwhelm
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deliberately
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/name_2
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◻China’s parliament: National People's Congress〔NPC〕; the highest organ of state 

power and the national legislature of the People's Republic of China. With 2,980 members 
in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. The National People's Congress 
meets in full session for roughly two weeks each year and votes on important pieces of 
legislation. Members are considered to be part-time legislators and are not paid. 
◻set the stage: to direct with fixed attention; to provide the basis or background 
・This trend will set the stage for higher earnings.

◻hand something back to:  to return something to someone by passing or handing it to 
them
・Hand this book back to Elaine, will you?

・Hand back this book to Fred, if you please.

◻draft:  something such as a plan, letter, or drawing that may have changes made to it 
before it is finished; not in a final form and likely to be changed; an early version of a letter, 
book, or speech
・The draft law could result in the army carrying out 20,000 extra security checks a year.

◻tackle: to make an organized and determined attempt to deal with a problem, often a 
social problem such as crime or unemployment
・Successive governments have failed to tackle the question of homelessness.

・The first reason to tackle these problems is to save children's lives.

◻subversion: the action of trying to destroy a government or an established belief, 
especially by attacking it indirectly in written or spoken material
・He was arrested in parliament on charges of subversion for organizing the 

demonstration. 
・No doubt he had the assistance of agents who thought they were engaging in some sort of 

Communist subversion.
◻separatism: a disposition toward schism and secession from a larger group; the principles 
and practices of separatists 
・Hundreds of Hong Kong police officers moved in swiftly to quash dissent and implement 

the law, which gives Beijing much greater powers to police the city and punish those 
accused of subversion and supporting separatism.
◻collusion: the secret activities of people who work together to do something dishonest
・They have filed a lawsuit alleging collusion to fix oil prices.

・He found no evidence of collusion between record companies and retailers.

◻Carrie Lam: (Born 13 May 1957) is a Hong Kong politician serving as the fourth and 
current Chief Executive of Hong Kong since 2017.[4] She served as the Secretary for 
Development from 2007 to 2012 and Chief Secretary for Administration from 2012 to 2017. 
◻on a collision course: moving so as to crash into each other if one or the other does not 
change direction

https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=National&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=People%27s&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=Congress&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=NPC&ref=awlj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/version
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/army
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/extra
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/security
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/successive
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/failed
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/question_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/homeless#homeless__6
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/doubt
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/assistance
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/thought
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/engage
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sort
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/file_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/lawsuit
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/allege
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/fix_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/oil_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/price_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Executive_of_Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_for_Development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_for_Development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Secretary_for_Administration
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・The government's policies are putting us on a collision course with economic disaster.  
・The two countries are on a collision course over oil. 

◻chip away at: to remove or withdraw gradually; If you chip away at something such as 
an idea, a feeling, or a system, you gradually make it weaker or less likely to succeed by 
repeated efforts.
・Instead of an outright coup attempt, the rebels want to chip away at her authority. 

・Inflation and taxes will chip away at what you save. 

・China declared the controversial air defense zone at the weekend in a move designed to 

chip away at Japanese ownership of disputed islands and to challenge US dominance.
◻autonomy: a situation in which a state, region, or organization is independent and has the 
power to govern itself
・Rebel leaders are demanding autonomy for the region.

・Activists stepped up their demands for local autonomy last month.

◻interest: an advantage or benefit to someone or something
・All he cares about is protecting his own interests.

・Disney will retain a 51 percent controlling interest in the venture.

◻eviscerate: to make something such as an organization or system much less effective or 
powerful 
・Democrats say the petition will eviscerate state government.

・Scientists are figuring out how to locate and eviscerate the worst moments of your life.

◻fire back: to shoot back at someone or something
・"Yeah, but why is that my fault?" Sheila fired back defensively.

・The soldiers in the fort did not fire back at the attackers.

◻carry punishment: if a crime carries a particular punishment, that is the punishment 
people will receive for committing it 
・Murder carries a compulsory sentence of life imprisonment.

◻come into force: to become valid or active (of a law, regulation etc.), to inure 
・When do the new regulations come into force/effect?

・The treaty will come into force on the stroke of midnight tonight.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/chip
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/idea
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/weak
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/likely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/succeed
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/repeat
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/effort
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rebel_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leader
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/demanding
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/region
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/care_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/protect
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/interest_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/murder_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/carry_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/compulsory
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sentence_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/life
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/imprisonment

