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'Astonishing' circle 
of pits found near 
Stonehenge
June 23, 2020

Archaeologists have made an exciting 
new discovery near Stonehenge, one of 
Britain's most famous landmarks.

1. Archaeologists have made an exciting new discovery near Stonehenge,                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. A circle of deep pits two kilometers wide                                                                                          

3. It may raise new questions                                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. It surrounds                                                                                                                            
4-2. where archaeologists say                                                                                                        

5. Evidence suggests the pits                                                                                                        

Archaeologist Dr. Richard Bates explains.

"These are 20 meter diameter, at least five meters deep, sometimes even deeper, we think, 
shafts or pits that have been dug into the chalk and are oriented in a kind of an arc both to 
the south and the north of Durrington Walls. The orientation of them, the spacing of them, 
would suggest that they have some organized sort of ritualistic reason for being there.”

6. The circle of pits is significantly larger                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. The discovery was made                                                                                                        
7-2. only using remote sensing technology and sampling,                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. The exact purpose of the standing stones at Stonehenge                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. But the latest discovery provides insight                                                                                  
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[Vocabulary]
Archaeologists have made an exciting new discovery near Stonehenge, one of Britain's most 
famous landmarks.
◻archaeologist: someone who studies the buildings, graves, tools, and other objects of 
people who lived in the past 
・She wanted to be an archaeologist and took part in several digs in her youth.

・Archaeologists have uncovered the remains of an Anglo-Saxon settlement.

◻Stonehenge: an ancient circle of tall stones in England; a prehistoric ruin in S England, in 
Wiltshire on Salisbury Plain: constructed over the period of roughly 3000–1600 bc; one of 
the most important megalithic monuments in Europe; believed to have had religious and 
astronomical purposes
◻pit: a very large hole dug in the ground in order to obtain a particular substance or type of 
stone
・A gravel pit or clay pit is a very large hole that is left where gravel or clay has been dug 

from the ground.
・This area of former farmland was worked as a gravel pit until 1964.

◻site: an area of land where something is being built or could be built 
・a construction site

・The local town plan identifies potential sites for new development.

◻settlement: a place where people have come to live permanently, usually when there 
were very few people living there before 
・They discovered the remains of an early Anglo-Saxon settlement.

・The village is a settlement of just fifty houses. 

・ancient settlement  

◻Durrington Walls: Durrington Walls is the site of a large Neolithic settlement and later 
henge enclosure located in the Stonehenge World Heritage Site in England. It lies 2 miles 
(3.2 km) north-east of Stonehenge in the parish of Durrington, just north of Amesbury.
The site may have been the largest village in northern Europe for a brief period.  At 500 
meters (1,600 ft) in diameter, the henge is the second-largest palisaded enclosure in Britain 
after Hindwell in Wales.  
◻feast: to eat and drink a lot on a special occasion
・They feasted well into the afternoon on mutton and corn stew.

◻diameter: a straight line that crosses a circle through the center, or the length of this line 
・The dome is ten feet in diameter.

・..a length of 22-mm diameter steel pipe.

◻shaft: a long narrow passage, for example one that leads from the surface of the ground 
down to a mine; A shaft is a long vertical passage, for example for a lift.
・an elevator shaft

・a ventilation shaft
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・He was found dead at the bottom of a lift shaft.

・...old mine shafts. 

◻chalk: a type of soft white stone; a soft whitish calcite
◻arc: a curved shape or line
・The mountains formed an arc around the north of the city.

◻orientation: the position of an object, or the direction in which it is pointing
・Because of the building’s orientation the garden gets very little sun.

・The building has an east-west orientation.

◻spacing: the amount of space between things
・Spacing between the plants should be about nine inches.

◻ritualistic: Ritualistic actions or behaviour follow a similar pattern every time they are 
used; Ritualistic acts are the fixed patterns of behavior that form part of a religious service 
or ceremony.
・Each evening she bursts into her apartment with a ritualistic shout of 'Honey I'm home!' 

・...the meditative and ritualistic practices of Buddhism.

◻significantly: by a large amount, or in a way that is easily noticeable 
・As an organization, we’ve grown significantly.

・Significantly more people are injured at home than at work.

◻sampling:  (statistics) the selection of a suitable sample for study 
・The sample provides 95 percent confidence that the sampling error does not exceed plus 

or minus 4 percent.
◻excavation: the process of digging in the ground to find things from the past
・archaeological excavations

・Kate stood staring down into the excavation for a long time.

◻insight: the ability to notice and understand a lot about people or situations 
・Children can sometimes show remarkable insight.

・The project would give scientists new insights into what is happening to the Earth's 

atmosphere.
◻Neolithic: latest part of the Stone Age beginning about 10,000 BC in the middle east (but 
later elsewhere); the cultural period that lasted in SW Asia from about 9000 to 6000 bc and 
in Europe from about 4000 to 2400 bc and was characterized by primitive crop growing and 
stock rearing and the use of polished stone and flint tools and weapons
・...neolithic culture.

・...the monument was Stone Age or Neolithic.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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