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Amid global 
pressure, Israel, 
Hamas agree to 
ceasefire
May 21, 2021

Israel and Hamas will cease fire 
across the Gaza Strip border early 
Friday morning, an official with 
the Palestinian Islamist faction 
said, bringing a potentially 
tenuous halt to the fiercest fighting 
in decades.

1-1. There was calm                                                                                                                         
1-2. after Israel and Hamas                                                                                                            
1-3. a potentially tenuous halt to the fiercest fighting in decades                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Israeli Prime Minister                                                                                                          
2-2. said his security cabinet had voted unanimously                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-3. Hamas said the ceasefire                                                                                                      

3. Abu Ubaida                                                                                                                                

"With the help of God, we were able to humiliate the enemy, its fragile entity and its savage 
army.  The whole world saw the shame of this regime, whose leaders are proud of striking 
buildings and houses. They are also proud of killing children and women.”

4. U.S. President Joe Biden welcomed the agreement from the White House                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"The United States committed to working with the United Nations, and we remain 
committed to work with the United Nations and other international stakeholders to provide 
rapid humanitarian assistance and to marshal international support for the people of Gaza 
and the Gaza reconstruction efforts…   I believe the Palestinians and Israelis equally 



イスラエルとハマスが停戦に合意、米はガザに人道支援へ - 配布資料　 ／2 5

deserve to live safely and securely and enjoy equal measures of freedom, prosperity and 
democracy. My administration will continue our quiet, relentless diplomacy toward that 
end.”

5. Amid growing global alarm at the bloodshed, pressure                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. On Wednesday President Biden urged Netanyahu                                                                 
6-2. while Egypt, Qatar and the United Nations                                                                            

7-1. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. to work                                                                                                                                      

8-1. Since the fighting began on May 10,                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. had been killed                                                                                                                       

9-1. Authorities put the death toll in Israel                                                                                    
9-2. with hundreds of people treated for injuries in rocket attacks                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-1. The violence was triggered by Palestinian anger                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. including during police confrontations                                                                                 

11.  Hamas previously demanded that any halt to the Gaza fighting                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. An Israeli official told Reuters                                                                                                     　

[Vocabulary]
□Gaza City: the capital of the Gaza Strip

□Hamas: a militant Islamic fundamentalist political movement that opposes peace with 

Israel and uses terrorism as a weapon; seeks to create an Islamic state in place of Israel; is 
opposed to the PLO and has become a leading perpetrator of terrorist activity in Israel; 
pioneered suicide bombing 
・Until that day, there can be no peace with Hamas.

・They talk about democracy, but when Hamas won, they said: We do not accept this.

□cease fire: (Military) a period of truce, esp one that is temporary and a preliminary step 

to establishing a more permanent peace on agreed terms
・They have agreed to a ceasefire after three years of conflict.

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip
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・He believed the ceasefire would hold.

□tenuous: weak and likely to change; If you describe something such as a connection, a 

reason, or someone's position as tenuous, you mean that it is very uncertain or weak.
・The cultural and historical links between the many provinces were seen to be very 

tenuous.
・This decision puts the President in a somewhat tenuous position.

2. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office ／said his security cabinet had voted 

unanimously in favor of a "mutual ／and unconditional" Gaza truce proposed by Egypt, ／
Hamas said the ceasefire would be "mutual and simultaneous.”
□Benjamin Netanyahu: (1949—）Israeli diplomat and politician; prime minister of Israel 

(1996–99; 2009–  )　
□truce: an agreement between two people or groups involved in a war, fight, or 

disagreement to stop it for a period of time 
・At least 750 people have died since the truce ended.

・They should call a truce while negotiations are given a chance.

□wing: a part of an organization or political party that has its own responsibilities and 

opinions that are separate from the rest of the group
・The military wing of the organization was banned.

・...the liberal wing of the Democratic Party.

□humiliate: to make someone feel very embarrassed and ashamed

・I've never been so humiliated in my entire life!

・He was humiliated in front of others.

□entity: a separate unit that is complete and has its own character

・I worked for the Umbrella Corporation, the largest and most powerful commercial entity 

in the world.
・It is true that in reality there will be an entity or state called Israel on the rest of 

Palestinian land.
□stakeholder: people who have an interest in a company's or organization's affairs; a 

person such as an employee, customer, or citizen who is involved with an organization, 
society, etc. and therefore has responsibilities towards it and an interest in its success 
・Operating a company on behalf of any other stakeholder is a breach of fiduciary duty.

・The bill faces opposition from a number of key stakeholders, including the California 

Chamber of Commerce.
□marshal: to bring people or things together and organize them so that they can be used in 

an effective way
・Richard was marshaling the doctors and nurses, showing them where to go.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/believe_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/hold_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/connection
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reason
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/uncertain
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/weak
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/die_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/end_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/negotiation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/given_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/chance_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/affair
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/person
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/employee
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/customer
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/citizen
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/involved
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organization
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/society
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/therefore
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/responsibility
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/interest
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/its
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/success
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bill
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/face
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/opposition
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/number
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/key
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/include
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・...the way in which Britain marshaled its economic and political resources to protect its 

security interests. 
□relentless: determined, and never stopping your attempts to achieve something

・Relentless in his pursuit of quality, his technical ability was remarkable.

・He was the most relentless enemy I have ever known.

□deescalation: a behavior that is intended to prevent escalation of conflicts; It may also 

refer to approaches in conflict resolution. People may become committed to behaviors that 
tend to escalate conflict, so specific measures must be taken to avoid such escalation.
・We also call for a de-escalation and cessation of violence.

・The result will be a continuing de-escalation of American and NATO presence in 

Afghanistan.
□Qatar:  an Arab country on the peninsula of Qatar; achieved independence from the 

United Kingdom in 1971; the economy is dominated by oil
・Other countries that host American troops include Qatar, Japan, Italy and Germany.

・It is punishable by death in Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE.

□mediation: the act of intercession; talking to two separate people or groups involved in a 

disagreement to try to help them to agree or find a solution to their problems 
・Last-minute attempts at mediation failed, and the workers went on strike.

・Many people sometimes confuse mediation with arbitration.

□Abdel Fattah al-Sisi: (born 19 November 1954) is an Egyptian politician who is the 

sixth and current President of Egypt, former Director of Military Intelligence, former 
Minister of Defence, and former General. Starting 10 February 2019, Sisi also began 
serving a one-year term as Chairperson of the African Union, which concluded in 2020.
□delegation: a group of people who represent a country, government, or organization　
・How many people will be in our delegation to Southeast Asia?

・He was sent to New York as part of the Dutch delegation to the United Nations.

□uphold: to show that you support something such as an idea by what you say or do;  If 

you uphold something such as a law, a principle, or a decision, you support and maintain it.
・It is the responsibility of every government to uphold certain basic principles.

・They were fighting to uphold the rights of small nations.

□health official: an individual designated by a local health department from within the 

local health department to consult and counsel parents and licensed health care providers
・We picked up issues very often through the visiting health official.

・However, according to local health officials, irrigation developments may produce 

increased levels of malaria and bilharzia.

https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/v-n_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/separate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/involved
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/disagreement
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/try
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/help
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/agree
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/find
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/solution
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/problem
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/attempt
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/failed
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/worker
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_presidents_of_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Intelligence_and_Reconnaissance_(Egypt)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ministers_of_Defence_of_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chairperson_of_the_African_Union
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/support_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/idea
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/say_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/law
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/principle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decision
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/fighting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/right_3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/small_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/nation
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/an-individual
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/designated
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/the-local-health-department
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/the-local-health-department
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/to-consult
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/counsel
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/parents
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/licensed-health-care-providers
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□bombardment: an attack on a place made by dropping bombs from airplanes or by firing 

large guns for a long time　
・The city has been flattened by heavy artillery bombardments.

・The capital is still under constant bombardment by the rebel forces.

□curb: to place restrictions on; to put down by force or authority; If you curb something, 

you control it and keep it within limits.
・...advertisements aimed at curbing the spread of the disease.

・The hunger for reward and the consequential acceptance of too much risk would also be 

curbed.
□Al Aqsa: the mosque in Jerusalem, Israel, built in 691 ad by caliph Abd al-Malik: the 

third most holy place of Islam; stands on the Temple Mount alongside the al-Aqsa mosque　
・On July 20, 1951 King Abdullah of Jordan was assassinated while visiting the Al Aqsa 

Mosque. 
・On the morning of the attack, she told friends that she was cutting class to pray at the Al 

Aqsa Mosque.
□drawdown: a depletion or reduction, for example of supplies;  the act of retreating or 

withdrawal; the removal of an army from an area of fighting 
・Rohrabacher was against former President Obama's gradual drawdown of troops, 

instead supporting a full withdrawal.
・The 100th Division then began demobilization as part of the post-war drawdown of the 

U.S. Army.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/limit
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hunger
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reward
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/acceptance
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/risk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reduction
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/example
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/supply

