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Tokyo Olympics 
head 'sorry' for 
sexist remarks
February 04, 2021

Tokyo Olympics chief Yoshiro Mori 
apologized on Thursday for sexist 
comments he reportedly made about women 
talking too much, but said he would not 
resign. The remarks have sparked a storm 
of criticism on social media and risked 
tainting public opinion of the games.

1. The head of the Tokyo Olympics organizing committee apologized on Thursday                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. There have been calls for Yoshiro Mori to step down                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The 83 year old made the comments at a Japanese Olympic Committee meeting this 
week,                                                                                                                                            

4. The committee board currently has 24 members,                                                                      

5. It has set itself a target                                                                                                                

6. Mori reportedly said, quote, "If we increase the number of female board members,              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. They have difficulty finishing,                                                                                                    

8. In a hastily called press conference on Thursday, the former Japanese prime minister said 
his comments were wrong,                                                                                                              

FORMER PRIME MINISTER MORI: ”In regards to the comment I made at the Japanese 
Olympic Committee board of trustees meeting, I recognize it was an inappropriate comment 
against the Olympics and Paralympics spirit. I regret it deeply.  I have no intention to resign. 
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I have been supportive and working hard for seven years (for the Tokyo Games). I am not 
thinking of resigning.”

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE WOMEN’S SPORT TRUST, TAMMY PARLOUR, 
SAYING: “I think the athletes that we’ve spoken to have been in utter disbelief as far as the 
comments go.  But this sort of attitude and these sort of comments have been happening 
behind the scenes for years, for decades.  So, I think it's very important to discuss this, to 
make sure there's a public understanding that this isn't the right sort of behavior and the 
right sort of comments. I hope something changes because of it."

9. The saga is likely to alienate a Japanese public that's already wary                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. A recent poll showed                                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□sexist: involving sexism and the belief that men and women should be treated in a 

different way; If you describe people or their behaviour as sexist, you mean that they are 
influenced by the belief that the members of one sex, usually women, are less intelligent or 
less capable than those of the other sex and need not be treated equally.  
・sexist practices in the workplace

・Old-fashioned sexist attitudes are still common.

□step down: to give up or retire from a position; If someone steps down or steps aside, 

they resign from an important job or position, often in order to let someone else take their 
place.
・Judge Ito said that he would step down as trial judge.

□board member: a member of board of directors　
・Two board members promptly resigned.

・He joined as a board member in 2010.

□Japanese Olympic Committee: the National Olympic Committee in Japan for the 

Olympic Games movement, based in Tokyo, Japan. It is a non-profit organization that 
selects teams and raises funds to send Japanese competitors to Olympic events organized by 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
The Japanese Olympic Committee has helped organize every bid for an Olympic Games by 
a Japanese city to date. Japan has held the Olympic Games three times: the Summer 
Olympics once (1964 Summer Olympic Games, Tokyo) and the Winter Olympics twice (the 
1972 Winter Olympics in Sapporo and the 1998 Winter Olympic Games in Nagano). Japan 
will be hosting its fourth Olympic Games and its second Summer Olympics in 2020, twice 
in Tokyo.
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□board directors: A board of directors is a group of people who jointly supervise the 

activities of an organization, which can be either a for-profit or a nonprofit organization such 
as a business, nonprofit organization, or a government agency.
・The executive board directors made some insightful comments about the state of the 

economy.
・A major oil company lost a main board director and his wife when the car in which they 

were traveling was involved in a crash.
□annoying: making you feel slightly angry or impatient 

・You must have found my attitude annoying.

・What’s really annoying is that we made the same mistake last time.

□press conference: a conference at which press and tv reporters ask questions of a 

politician or other celebrity
・The President will hold a press conference later today.

・The opposition parties called a press conference to denounce the actions of the police.

□defiant: refusing to obey a person or rule; challenging, rebellious, daring; If you say that 

someone is defiant, you mean they show aggression or independence by refusing to obey 
someone. 
・Despite the risk of suspension, he remained defiant.

・Mr. Lally remains defiant, insisting that he will not give in.

□trustee: a member of a group of people who are chosen to manage an institution such as a 

hospital or school that is organized as a trust; members of a governing board　
・The chairman of trustees was supportive of the proposal.

・Nelson is an honorary trustee of the Dayton International Peace Museum.

・trustee meeting

・理事会
□supportive: helpful and sympathetic; If you are supportive, you are kind and helpful to 

someone at a difficult or unhappy time in their life.
・They were always supportive of each other.

・My boss was very supportive when I was sick.

□utter disbelief: strong distrust 

・in utter disbelief

・Everyone turned to look at the king in utter disbelief.

・I looked at my sister in utter disbelief. "Don't tell me. I know what you're thinking," she 

said. 
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□behind the scenes: behind closed doors; If something is done behind the scenes, it is 

done secretly rather than publicly.
・Behind the scenes he will be working quietly to try to get a deal done.

・A lot of hard work has been going on behind the scenes.

□saga: a story about what happens to a group of characters over a long period of time

・...a 600-page saga about 18th-century slavery

・...the continuing saga of unexpected failures by leading companies.

・a Civil War saga starring Clark Gable

□alienate: to make someone feel that they do not belong in a place or group: to alienate a 

person from someone or something that they are normally linked with means to cause them 
to be emotionally or intellectually separated from them.
・Would they dare risk alienating public opinion?

・Their campaign has alienated the public.

□wary: careful or nervous about someone or something because you think they might 

cause a problem; If you are wary of something or someone, you are cautious because you do 
not know much about them and you believe they may be dangerous or cause problems.
・He was wary of putting too much trust in her.

・People did not teach their children to be wary of strangers.

□poll: an occasion when a lot of people are asked what they feel about something, usually 

by a company paid by a political party, television program, etc.; A poll is a survey in which 
people are asked their opinions about something, usually in order to find out how popular 
something is or what people intend to do in the future.
・We are doing a weekly poll on the president, and clearly his popularity has declined.

・The Socialist Party, which won a convincing victory in elections in June, has been losing 

support in the polls recently.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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