
いまは亡き人と絆保つ「風の電話」、震災の遺族をやさしく包む - 配布資料　 ／1 3

Japan’s tsunami 
survivors call lost 
loves on the phone 
of the wind

March 05, 2021

1. A white telephone box in a remote village of Japan                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Survivors of the 2011 Fukushima disaster say the unconnected phone line                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. Kazuyoshi Sasaki visits the booth in the town of Otsuchi                                                        

4. She was one of nearly 20,000 people in northeastern Japan                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Dialing her now defunct cell, he breaks down in tears as he explains to her                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. He goes onto update her                                                                                                           
6-2. he’s moved out of temporary housing,                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. For Sasaki, the phone booth                                                                                                      

"This phone booth embraces all of me. It embraces various people like the people affected 
by the disaster. It's a place that embraces not only the people who are alive but also those 
who had passed away. That's how I feel.”

8. Sachiko Okawa uses the phone to call her late husband,                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. She asks him what he's been doing                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. She often brings along her two grandsons                                                                               

11. The phone now attracts                                                                                                             



いまは亡き人と絆保つ「風の電話」、震災の遺族をやさしく包む - 配布資料　 ／2 3

12. It is not only used by tsunami survivors,                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-1. Known as the wind phone,                                                                                                  
13-2. who created it after he lost his own cousin to cancer                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□remote: far away from other cities, towns, or people  

・Landslides have cut off many villages in remote areas.

・...a remote farm in the Yorkshire dales.

□comfort: someone or something that makes you feel better when you are sad or worried

・It was a comfort to think that there was no rent to pay.

・Her children have been a great comfort to her.

□grieve: to feel extremely sad because someone has died 

・He grieved over the death of his friend.

・No amount of grieving can bring the dead back to life. 

□survivor: someone or something that still exists after an event that could have killed or 

destroyed them; A survivor of a disaster, accident, or illness is someone who continues to 
live afterwards in spite of coming close to death.; A survivor of a very unpleasant 
experience is a person who has had such an experience, and who is still affected by it. 
・Officials said there were no survivors of the plane crash.

・This book is written with survivors of child sexual abuse in mind. 

□late: used for talking about someone who has died, especially recently

・...my late husband.

・...the late Mr Parkin.

□defunct: not existing or working any more; If something is defunct, it no longer exists or 

has stopped functioning or operating.  
・...the leader of the now defunct Social Democratic Party.

・They bought all their equipment from a defunct brewery in Manhattan.

□cell: cell phone; a telephone you can carry around with you. The usual British word is 

mobile phone.
・Call my cell after 5.

・I called Tom on his cell. 
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□break down in tears: to burst into tear 

・After her divorce with her husband, she broke down in tears.

・Nathan breaks down in tears in his mother’s arms.

□update: to tell someone the most recent news or information about something 

・He was back in the office, updating the work schedule on the computer.

・Dr. Cooper can update us on the latest developments.

□solace: comfort; something that makes you feel better when you are sad or upset

・They found solace there in the backcountry.

・James sought solace in religion.

□embrace: to put your arms around someone in order to show love or friendship

・Penelope came forward and embraced her sister.

・He threw his arms round her and they embraced passionately.

□sweep away: to eliminate completely and without a trace　
・Many people died when floods swept their homes away.

・Your reassurances have swept away any doubts I had.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/cooper
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/latest
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/development
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sought
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/religion
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/die_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/flood_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/swept
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/home_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/away_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/reassurance
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/swept
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/away_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/doubt_1

