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China is 
committing 
genocide: Canada 
lawmakers

February 24, 2021

A non-binding motion in Canada's 
lower house of parliament claims that 
China's treatment of Uighur Muslims 
constitutes genocide, following a recent 
declaration by the U.S. government. It 
may pile more pressure on Prime 
Minister Trudeau to take a tougher line 
on the issue.

1-1. Canada’s lower house of parliament has voted                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. in a symbolic move that may pile more pressure                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. to take a harder line on the issue -                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Monday’s vote in the House of Commons passed 266 to zero,                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The House has a total                                                                                                                

4. The vote was non-binding, although it was backed by all opposition parties                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Trudeau has been reluctant                                                                                                   
5-2. and has suggested                                                                                                                    
5-3. over the vast complexes that China has set up                                                                       

6-1. China calls them "vocational training centers”                                                                           
6-2. and has strictly denied allegations                                                                                            

7. On Tuesday, China's foreign ministry called Canada's vote                                                        
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8. Former U.S. President Donald Trump, on his last day of office,                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. The Biden administration                                                                                                       

[Vocabulary]
□label: to classify; to brand; to describe; to use a word or phrase to describe someone or 

something, especially one that is not completely fair or true 
・He didn’t want to be labelled a complainer, so he didn’t raise any objection to the extra 

work.
・She doesn't like being labelled as a "woman director", saying she's just a director who 

happens to be a woman.
□Uighur: a member of a people who speak Uighur and live in Xinjiang and adjacent areas

・The emperor favored non Chinese women, such as Mongols and Uighur.

・Powerful states developed by Turkic and Uighur tribes from the sixth through ninth 

centuries dominated the region.　　
□genocide: the murder of large numbers of people belonging to a particular race 

・They have alleged that acts of genocide and torture were carried out.

・He was arrested in 1997 and convicted of genocide and crimes against humanity in 1998.

□House of Commons: The House of Commons is the part of parliament in Britain or 

Canada whose members are elected. The building where they meet is also called the House 
of Commons.; the lower house of parliament
・I fully expect the House of Lords will recognize the will of the people and the House of 

Commons.
・The House of Commons has overwhelmingly rejected demands to bring back the death 

penalty for murder.
□abstain: to deliberately not vote in an election or at a meeting  

・Three Conservative MPs abstained in the vote.

・A further 5 per cent of shareholders abstained on the vote.

□non-binding: not legally necessary to obey or follow

・The committee's vote is non-binding.

・The current energy savings objective of 20% of primary energy saving in 2020 today 

represents a non-binding target, as you know.
□consensus: agreement among all the people involved 

・The consensus amongst scientists is that the world will warm up over the next few 

decades.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/want
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/raise
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/objection
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/extra
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/work
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/director
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/director
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/commons
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/elect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/meet
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/also
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/call
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/cent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/shareholder
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/legal
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/necessary
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/obey
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/follow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vote
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・The question of when the troops should leave would be decided by consensus.

□complex: a group of buildings designed for a particular purpose, or one large building 

divided into several smaller areas.　
・...plans for constructing a new stadium and leisure complex.

・...a complex of offices and flats.

□Xinjiang: an autonomous province in far northwestern China on the border with 

Mongolia and Kazakhstan; the largest province in the People's Republic of China and the 
homeland of the Uighur people 
・...as demonstrated by their language, music and dance is very much part of the life of the 

people of Xinjiang.
・Chinese in Xinjiang and Russian elsewhere had the greatest influence on Uyghur.

□vocational: relating to an occupation or employment; (of education or training) directed 

at a particular occupation and its skills.
・...a course designed to provide vocational training in engineering.

・Vocational courses are often given more respect and funding than arts or philosophy.

□extremism: a tendency to have beliefs or opinions that are considered to be extremely 

unreasonable by most people
・His thanks are timely and his stand against religious extremism welcome.

・UK governments have failed to tackle extremism.

□allegation: An allegation is a statement saying that someone has done something wrong.

・There have been too many allegations of unwarranted brutality by soldiers over the past 

decade.
・The allegations of corruption in football over the last few days have left me feeling sick 

and embarrassed.
□human rights abuse: violation of the basic rights of people by treating them wrongly

・The government has been accused of human rights abuses.

・No country is 100 percent free of human rights abuses.

□smear: an attempt to damage someone’s reputation by telling lies about them

・He puts all the accusations down to a smear campaign by his political opponents.

・He said this was a “political smear”.

□repress: to use force or violence to control people; If a section of society is repressed, 

their freedom is restricted by the people who have authority over them.　
・Minority groups were ruthlessly repressed.

・...a U.N. resolution banning him from repressing his people.

□poised: about to do or achieve something after preparing for it 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/thank
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/timely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/stand
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/welcome
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fail
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/saying
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/wrong
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/football
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/last
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sick
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/embarrass
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/section
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/society
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/freedom
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/restrict
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/authority
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/minority_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/group_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ruthless#ruthless__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/repressed
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・Japan was poised to become the biggest foreign investor in Vietnam.

・The company is poised to launch its new advertising campaign.

□uphold: to show that you support something such as an idea by what you say or do  

・If we do not abide by the code...then who will uphold it?

・I think that it is high time that we remembered that we have sworn to uphold and defend 

the Constitution.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/big_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/foreign
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/investor
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/company
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/launch
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/its
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/advertising
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/campaign

