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U.S. approves 
$1.8 billion 
Taiwan arms sale
October 22, 2020

        China's Foreign Ministry said on Thursday the United States' approval of a potential 
$1.8 billion arms sale to Taiwan would have a major impact on Sino-U.S. ties, and China 
will make the necessary response as the situation develops.

1. China is threatening to retaliate on Thursday                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. The package - worth $1.8 billion -                                                                                           

3. Taiwan said it did not want an arms race or confrontation                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. It did, though, thank the U.S., and said the weapons were to help improve its defense and 
deal with the - quote -                                                                                                                  

5. China has opposed news of the deal since its inception, and says                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. It hasn't detailed                                                                                                                           

7. In the past, China has sanctioned U.S. companies                                                                   

8. The democratically-ruled island nation is claimed by China                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. In recent years, the Trump administration                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. Like most countries, the U.S. has no formal diplomatic ties with Taipei,                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. It has pushed Taiwan to modernize its military                                                                      
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[Vocabulary]
□retaliate: to do something harmful or unpleasant to someone because they have done 

something harmful or unpleasant to you; If you retaliate when someone harms or annoys 
you, you do something which harms or annoys them in return.  
・Militant students hurled firebombs and riot police retaliated with tear gas.

・They have threatened to retaliate against the U.S. for the bombing raid.

□arms deal: a deal to provide military arms; an agreement to buy or sell weapons

・The arms deal would require approval by the South African government.

・In 1955, the Egyptians made an arms deal with Czechoslovakia.

□package: a set of proposals or measures for dealing with something; A package is a set of 

proposals that are made by a government or organization and which must be accepted or 
rejected as a group.
・...a package of measures aimed at improving child welfare. 

・They put together an economic aid package.

□sensor: a piece of equipment that reacts to physical changes such as the amount of heat or 

light that exists somewhere　
・The latest Japanese vacuum cleaners contain sensors that detect the amount of dust and 

type of floor.
・...a light sensor.

□artillery: large powerful guns that are used by an army and are moved on wheels or fixed 

in one place; Artillery consists of large, powerful guns which are transported on wheels and 
used by an army.　
・Using tanks and heavy artillery, they seized the town.

・...the sound of artillery fire. 

□deal with: When you deal with something or someone that needs attention, you give your 

attention to them, and often solve a problem or make a decision concerning them.
・In dealing with suicidal youngsters, our aims should be clear. 

・The President said the agreement would allow other vital problems to be dealt with.

□inception: the beginning of something; The inception of an institution or activity is the 

start of it.
・I had been chairman of the club since its inception in 1904.

・Since its inception the company has produced 53 different aircraft designs. 

□retaliation: the act of doing something harmful or unpleasant to someone because they 

have done something harmful or unpleasant to you
・There is always the risk of possible retaliation against peacekeeping soldiers.

・Discrimination invites resentment, conflict, and retaliation.
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□take form: to develop into a distinctive entity; to start to exist or be seen

・The new stadium is gradually taking form.

・a political movement that first took form in the 1960s

□sanction: to give sanction to; If a country or an authority sanctions another country or a 

person for doing something, it declares that the country or person is guilty of doing it and 
imposes sanctions on them.
・...their failure to sanction the country for butchering whales in violation of international 

conservation treaties.
・We had little option but to sanction postponement of the game.

□claim: to say that something is yours, especially as a right; If you claim something, you 

try to get it because you think you have a right to it.
・Henry VII claimed the English throne after defeating Richard III.

・Has anyone claimed the wallet I turned in yesterday?

□key point: most important part, essential part of something 

・The key point of my argument is that I have never lied in the past.  I always tell the truth.

・One key point missing from your coverage is the effect of individual motivation.

□ramp up: to bolster or strengthen; to increase or cause to increase

・Ever since that break-in, they've really ramped up security at the office.

・You need to seriously ramp up your study efforts if you want to get an A on this exam.

□backer: someone who helps or supports a project, organization, or person, often by 

giving or lending money.
・I was looking for a backer to assist me in the attempted buy-out.

・Senator Taylor is one of the key backers of the bill.

□global: complete, including all parts of something 

・We must take a global view of children’s needs.

□porcupine: A porcupine is an animal with many long, thin, sharp spikes on its back that 

stick out as protection when it is attacked. 

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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