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Biden mourns 
500,000 
Americans who 
died of 
COVID-19

February 23, 2021

The United States on Monday crossed the staggering milestone of 500,000 COVID-19 
deaths just over a year since the coronavirus pandemic claimed its first known victim in 
Santa Clara County, California.

"Today we mark a truly grim, heartbreaking milestone.”

1-1. U.S. President Joe Biden                                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. at the White House on Monday, just over a year since the coronavirus pandemic              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"As a nation, we cannot accept such a cruel fate.”

2. Biden also called on Americans                                                                                                  
2-2. and set aside partisan differences…                                                                                        

"We must end the politics of misinformation that have divided families, communities and 
the country. It's cost too many lives already.”

3-1. In an interview with Reuters on Monday,                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. said political divisiveness                                                                                                      

"There's red states and blue states that, you know, are almost hostile to each other in some 
respects because of political differences. I think that's the worst possible ingredients to be 
able to address an outbreak of an infection that - even under the best of circumstances - 
would be a formidable challenge.”

4-1. About 19% of total global coronavirus deaths have occurred in the United States, 
4-2. an outsized figure                                                                                                                
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5. Bells tolled at the National Cathedral in Washington to honor the lives lost -                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Biden also ordered that all flags on federal properties and military facilities                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. After his speech, Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□mark: to be an important or typical feature of someone or something; If you do 

something to mark an event or occasion, you do it to show that you are aware of the 
importance of the event or occasion. 
・The four new stamps mark the 100th anniversary of the British Astronomical Association.

・Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets to mark the occasion.

□commemorate: to be or provide a memorial to a person or an event; to commemorate an 

important event or person means to remember them by means of a special action, ceremony, 
or specially-created object.　
・His sculpture commemorates the victims of the concentration camps.

・One room contained a gallery of paintings commemorating great moments in baseball 

history.
□pandemic: a disease that affects almost everyone in a very large area　
・It is well-named, because pandemic flu spreads easily throughout the world.

・Like a pandemic plague, worldwide recession now engulfs all nations.

□claim: if war, disease, or an accident claims someone’s life, they die as a result of it; to 

take as an undesirable consequence of some event or state of affairs; to cause the end or 
death of
・The earthquake claimed so many lives. 

・The civil war claimed the life of a U.N. interpreter yesterday.

□call on:  officially ask someone to do something

・The human rights group has called on the U.S. to end the death penalty.

・We received an overwhelming response when we called on our members to donate to this 

very important cause.
□vigilant: watching a person or situation very carefully so that you will notice any 

problems or signs of danger immediately
・Security personnel need to be more vigilant in checking bags and packages.

・Following the bomb scare at the airport, the staff have been warned to be extra vigilant.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/occasion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aware
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□set aside:  If you set aside a belief, principle, or feeling, you decide that you will not be 

influenced by it.  
・He urged them to set aside minor differences for the sake of peace. 

・Set the financial aspects aside for a moment and focus on what kind of work would make 

you the happiest.
□partisan: someone who gives strong support to a particular person, group, or idea, 

usually without wanting to hear other people’s opinions
・He is clearly too partisan to be a referee.

・The audience was very partisan, and refused to listen to her speech.

□politics: the use by someone of particular ideas to try to get what they want; Politics can 

be used to talk about the ways that power is shared in an organization and the ways it is 
affected by personal relationships between people who work together. The verb that follows 
politics may be either singular or plural.
・The party is trying to exploit the politics of class envy.

・You need to understand how office politics influence the working environment.

□cost: If an event or mistake costs you something, you lose that thing as the result of it.

・The merger will cost jobs.

・...a six-year-old boy whose life was saved by an operation that cost him his sight.

□Anthony Fauci: Anthony Stephen Fauci (born December 24, 1940) is an American 

physician-scientist and immunologist serving as the director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) since 1984 and chief medical advisor to President 
Joe Biden since 2021.
□divisive: likely to cause arguments between people; Something that is divisive causes 

unfriendliness and argument between people. 
・Abortion has always been a divisive issue.

・The Vietnam war was an extremely divisive issue in the US.

□divisiveness: used to describe something that causes great and sometimes unfriendly 

disagreement within a group of people:; Something that is divisive causes unfriendliness 
and argument between people.　
□contribute to: to be a factor or catalyst for a particular occurrence or event.

・Smoking contributes to memory loss.

・What factors contributed to the start of the First World War?

□stunning: surprising, powerful, and effective; A stunning event is extremely unusual or 

unexpected. 
・The minister resigned last night after a stunning defeat in Sunday's vote.

・The secret that she had confided to him was a stunning piece of news.
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□death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 

or a battle or a natural disaster 
・There are fears that the death toll will rise as the weather worsens.

・The death toll from the tanker fire rose to 100.

□red state: A US state that predominantly votes for or supports the Republican Party.　
・Texas is a red state - we know that.

・In the last two decades, blue and red states alike have tried out all-mail elections—and 

stuck with them.
□blue state: a state of the U.S. that usually votes Democratic; From the typical color used 

to represent the Democratic Party on maps during elections.　
・Forget the divisiveness of the red states versus the blue states on a U. S. map.

・The blue states tend to be on the coasts and in the upper Midwest.

□hostile: behaving in a very unfriendly or threatening way toward someone; If you are 

hostile to another person or an idea, you disagree with them or disapprove of them, often 
showing this in your behaviour. 
・Many people felt he would be hostile to the idea of foreign intervention.

・The West has gradually relaxed its hostile attitude to this influential state.

□ingredient: one of the things that give something its character or that make it effective; 

An ingredient of a situation is one of the essential parts of it.
・The meeting had all the ingredients of high political drama.

・I think that is one of the major ingredients in his success.

□address: to try to deal with a problem or question, for example by thinking carefully 

about it, or by doing things to improve a situation
・The issue of funding has yet to be addressed.

・Her speech was full of excuses and evasions and never properly addressed the issue.

□formidable: very impressive in size, power, or skill and therefore deserving respect and 

often difficult to deal with; If you describe something or someone as formidable, you mean 
that you feel slightly frightened by them because they are very great or impressive.　
・We have a formidable task ahead of us.

・She looked every bit as formidable as her mother.

□formidable challenge: something that is extremely difficult to defeat, overcome, manage, 

etc.
・They face formidable challenges. 

・The concert he's talking about is a formidable challenge for a man who's been learning 

the piano for less than two years. 
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□given that: In consideration of the fact that; since, considering that, seeing that

・He was puzzled by the question given that she had written most of the plans.

・I realize that this may be hard for you to accept, given that you both are in high school 

and seem to be similar in many ways.
□account for: to form some proportion or amount of a larger whole or group 

・Smokers used to account for more than 80％. 

・These useless catalogs account for at least half the mail we get every day.

□National Cathedral: Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in the City and 

Diocese of Washington, commonly known as Washington National Cathedral, is an 
American cathedral of the Episcopal Church. The cathedral is located in Washington, D.C., 
the capital of the United States. It is the third-largest church building in the United States, 
and the fourth-tallest structure in Washington, D.C. 
□spouse: a husband, or a wife; Someone's spouse is the person they are married to.

・A word of encouragement from a spouse can save a marriage.

・A widow is a woman whose spouse has died.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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