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Japan widens stay-at-
home plea to entire 
country
April 16, 2020

The Japanese government has widened its call 
for citizens to stay home to the entire country, 
coming on reports that as many as 400,000 could 
die there without more urgent action.
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[Vocabulary]
◻widen: to make something wider; If you widen something or if it widens, it becomes 
greater in range or it affects a larger number of people or things. 
・The residents asked the city to widen the road. 

・U.S. prosecutors have widened a securities-fraud investigation. 

◻originally: at first
・His novels were originally published in serial form in a magazine.

・Originally, the dogs were bred for racing.

◻state of emergency: a situation in which a government takes action to deal with an event 
such as a flood or a fire that is putting a lot of people in danger; If a government or other 
authority declares a state of emergency in an area, it introduces special measures such as 
increased powers for the police or army, usually because of civil disorder or because of a 
natural disaster such as an earthquake. 
・A state of emergency has been declared.

・The State Governor declared a state of emergency the morning after the earthquake.

◻fine: an amount of money that you have to pay because you have broken the law 
・I got a $100 fine for speeding.

・Companies could face fines of up to $100,000.

◻compliance: the practice of obeying a law, rule, or request  
・Use of this service is subject to compliance with the terms of use.

・The company says it is in full compliance with U.S. labor laws.

◻interaction: the activity of being with and talking to other people, and the way that 
people react to each other
・I enjoy the constant interaction with people from other departments.

・The social network encourages social interaction between neighbours, making people 

aware of crime in their area.
◻under pressure: facing or enduring a great amount of stress caused by some compelling 
or constraining influence.
・I can't talk now, I'm under pressure to get this done before the end of the day!

・Sorry, I'm just under so much pressure at work that it's made me rather irritable.

◻pay out: to pay money to someone　
・The utility paid one hundred dollars out to everyone who had

been overcharged.
・They paid out money to every customer.

◻stimulus package: a package of tax rebates and incentives used by the governments of 
various countries to stimulate economy and save their country from a financial crisis.
・a one trillion U.S. dollar stimulus package last week

・A lot of employers are none too happy about this stimulus package.
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◻blanket: affecting or aimed at everyone or everything equally, even when this is not 
sensible or fair; You use blanket to describe something when you want to emphasize that it 
affects or refers to every person or thing in a group, without any exceptions.
・a blanket ban on tobacco advertising

・It is tempting to support a blanket ban on junk food advertising.

・blanket payment

◻as of: up to, on, or from (a specified time)
・This agreement made as of September 4, 2002, by and between X and Y.

・As of now, it's difficult to tell in a cancer's early stage which patients have which kind of 

tumor.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 

language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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